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Discussion/ Session 2- Yacoub Marar 

 

• First of all, I would like to thank the Center for Mediterranean Integration 

(CMI), the World Bank, the EU and all the organizers for giving me this 

opportunity to discuss this important subject. Let me start briefing you about the 

current situation of renewable energy program in Jordan. 
 

• We have our Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Law since 2012, which 

is amended in 2014. This law opened the door for direct proposal submission to 

develop commercial renewable energy projects (other than competitive 

bidding), it also permitted the small scale systems for electricity savings by net-

metering and wheeling schemes. All related by-laws and directives to this law 

have been issued. 
 

• Our Energy Strategy for the year 2020 included targets to reach 10% of RE 

contribution to Jordan’s Primary Energy Mix by 2020. The updated Strategy for 

the year 2025 included the target to reach 20% of generated electricity from 

renewable energy by 2025 (mainly wind and solar energies). 
 

• More than 2400 MW of Wind and Solar PV projects are expected to be 

developed in Jordan until 2020/2021, 730 MW of them are already operational 

sharing with more than 7% of generated electricity, 1036 MW under 

construction, 150 MW under financial close, and the rest under tendering 

procedures. Two waste-to-energy projects have been announced, and a pilot 

battery storage project of 30 MW for 2 hours has been announced too in order 

to make it possible for the electricity grid to absorb more renewable energy 

projects. In addition, the World Bank is currently making a feasibility study for 

a CSP solar energy project in Jordan, where we expect to start this kind of 

technology after the year 2021, and also the water energy storage option is 

under study with the help of the EU. 
 

• All of these activities make it possible for Jordan to achieve and exceed its 

targets in the energy strategy and the National Renewable Energy Action Plan 

(NREAP), where it is expected to reach the 20% of electricity generation from 

renewables by 2020 instead of 2025. And I am proud to mention that in the 

Bloomberg Report (Climatescope 2017) regarding achievements in Renewable 
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Energy for the year 2017; Jordan has been ranked 1st in the region and third 

globally, behind only Brazil and China. 
 

• On the other hand, Jordan started from now to have a serious problem; we do 

have more electricity generation than consumption, we are going to face this 

problem more and more in the coming near future with lot of renewable energy 

projects under execution. Maybe the only practical solution for this situation is 

to export the generated electricity. The exchange of electricity between Europe 

and the MENA region would be the magic wand for this. We, in Jordan, do 

have electricity connections with Syria to Turkey in the north and with Egypt in 

the south, this link with Egypt is under discussion now to be expanded 3 or 4 

times the current capacity, this is very important to reach the North African 

countries and from there to Europe. 
 

• However, we are hearing since long time ago about this exchange of electricity 

generated from renewables between the North and South countries through 

different mechanisms but nothing on the ground happened until the moment. 

Actually it is very encouraging to hear from Pierre and Mario, minutes ago, that 

the first cross-border auctions started between Denmark and Germany in 2016, 

and that it is mandatory for EU Member States to open support for electricity 

generated from renewable sources to generators located in other Member States.  

It is also very encouraging to hear from Ali Zerouali about Morocco’s efforts to 

trade renewable electricity with European countries.  It is good to hear that 

nothing is preventing EU countries from opening further with third countries if 

they see benefits, and I am sure the benefits are there especially with the extra-

ordinary cheap prices of solar energy generated in the south. But hopefully the 

“compliance with international law”, or the current structure of electricity 

sectors and support mechanisms in European countries, would not be barriers to 

using the cheapest solar energy coming from the South. 
 

• Finally, I think all MENA countries are ready to cooperate with the EU 

countries for this purpose, and thank you again for holding this event because it 

really gives the opportunity to the southern Mediterranean countries to know 

better about the requirements for integrating into the Euro-Mediterranean 

energy market and prepare themselves for that. 
 

Thank You 


