Achieving Food Security and
Ecosystem Resilience
Empowering Mediterranean Youth to Strengthen the Governance of
Ecosystems
Wednesday, April 7th 4-4:30 PM UTC

Food Systems and
Ecosystem
Reslience
Key implications for:
• Health
• Resource availability (land, water &
energy)
• Ecosystem health and biodiversity
• Equity (economic, social and spatial)

• Who? Convened by UN Secretary General
• What? Multi-stakeholder, people’s summit
focused on solutions to leverage food
systems to achieve the SDGs
• When? July 2021/September 2021
• Where? Online and in New York
• Why? Food systems are identified as a major
trigger/accelerator to achieve the SDGs
• Outcome: Concrete and measurable
commitments by all stakeholders

Ways to engage:

Food Systems Summit Dialogues
National summit dialogues
Global summit dialogues
Independent summit dialogues
Aim: Provide people with opporunity to influence summit outcomes and ensure the
widest possible diversity of viewpoints

Why Youth?
• More than half the Arab population is under 25 so their energy
and innovative ideas are needed

TOWARDS THE 2021
UN FOOD SYSTEMS SUMMIT

• Youth have the right to be in control of their food system and
have access to healthy and sustainable diets

Dialogue Aim:
• Review facts and challenges of Arab food systems

Arab Youth Dialogue
9 March 2021

• Propose game changing actions and solutions that are scalable,
actionable and sustainable – being mindful of impacts on
equity, across gender and geographies
• Reflect the voice of youth in regional and global dialogues

Participants:
• 44 Representatives of youth groups from across the Arab
region (27 females, 17 Males)

HOW WAS IT DONE?

HOW WAS IT DONE?

Outcome of Arab Youth Dialogue
Transitioning to
Healthy Food

- Enact laws that make it illegal to waste food
- Reduce the consumption of junk food especially for children
- Raise awareness on the effect of malnutrition (diabetes, obesity, etc)

Advancing
Equitable
Livelihoods

- Stop child forced labour
- Implement youth economic empowerment programs to reduce high unemployment
- Give equal rights to women and men in accessing resources

Optimizing
Sustainable
Production

- Capacity building for CSOs on using use solar power
- Use crops that are climate resilient and require less water

Responding to
Risks

- Reduce import dependency by diversifying trade partners
- Build capacities of youth and civil society to adapt to climate change

World Food Forum
Events and Activities
WFF Tracks:

(leveraging lessons learned from successful events)

The WFF will come to life as a week-long
celebration, including virtual events, at the
global, regional and national levels.
The WFF will feature a range of interactive
online events that will be livestreamed
around the world to engage youth, food
systems stakeholders and partners, and the
general public. A small in-person component
in Rome is also under consideration
(depending on the state of the pandemic).

Music

(Large concert with global stars; WFF
Got Talent open call for music submissions)

Innovation Lab

(startup and business plan competitions,
hackathons, research challenge, TED talks)

Film

(film competition; featuring of food films /
documentaries on streaming platforms)

Education

(facilitate food systems education for primary
school children)

Cultural and culinary activities
(Food talks and cooking show; crowdsourced video recipe cookbook)

Youth Assembly

(Youth food systems charter to bring to
the UN Food Systems Summit)

Supported by Locally Led Satellite Events

WFF Programme
Timeline

Phase 1: Lead-up Campaign

Phase 2: WFF Event

Phase 3: Sustained Campaign

End 2020 – October 2021

October 2021

October 2021 - On

External promotion will commence in
early 2021, including significant
media coverage and a concerted
marketing effort – with content
created and shared by a broad range
of influencers who will participate in
the WFF.

The WFF will take place in close
proximity to the UN Food Systems
Summit (FSS) over the course of one
week, with a short pre-summit before
the FSS in early September.

Beyond the event, the WFF will be an
ongoing global food movement
featuring content and messaging to
be shared via influencers throughout
the year. It will leverage key global
events and related campaigns, and
culminate each year with a WFF
Event.

What next?
• In the NENA region WFF and FSS are working jointly to inform and enage young
people in national, regional and global discussions, events and activities
• Upcoming youth-led regional dialogues and joint planning meeting in May

For more information…
Food Systems Summit
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit
Contact: Rayan.kassem@unmgcy.org
World Food Forum
http://www.world-food-forum.org/en/
Contact: Dalia.Abulfotuh@fao.org

