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Brief Introduction:
International Organization for Migration

- The UN Migration Agency



International Organization for Migration



Speaking the Same Language



The movement of a person or a group of persons, either across an 
international border, or within a State. The term encompasses any kind 
of movement of people, in which there is a change in the person’s 
habitual residence and when imminent return thereto is not 
possible or envisaged.                                

Migration



Environmental migrants are persons or 
groups of persons who, for compelling 
reasons of sudden or progressive changes in 
the environment that adversely affect their 
lives or living conditions, are obliged to 
leave their homes or choose to do so, either 
temporarily or permanently, and who move 
either within their country or abroad. 

The definition was first proposed in a paper on Migration and the Environment presented to IOM Member States and 
Observers at the Ninety-fourth Session of the IOM Council in 2007. The definition is restated in IOM’s 2008 World 
Migration Report and IOM’s 2011 Glossary on Migration (Second Edition). 

Environmental Migration



The movement, within a State or 
across an international border, of a 
person or groups of persons, who are 
obliged to leave their habitual place of 
residence, or choose to do so, either 
temporarily, predominantly for 
reasons of sudden or progressive 
change in the environment due 
to climate change.  

Source: https://weblog.iom.int/defining-climate-migrants-%E2%80%93-beyond-semantic s

Climate Migration

https://weblog.iom.int/defining-climate-migrants-%E2%80%93-beyond-semantic


“The capacity of a population to 
safeguard sustainable access to 
adequate quantities of acceptable 
quality water for sustaining livelihoods, 
human well-being, and socio-economic 
development, for ensuring protection 
against  water-borne pollution and water-
related disasters, and for preserving  
ecosystems in a climate of peace and 
political stability.”  

Water Security

Source: https://sites.northwestern.edu/hwise / Source: http://www.unwater.org/publications/water-security-infographic /

https://sites.northwestern.edu/hwise
http://www.unwater.org/publications/water-security-infographic


The Migration – Water Nexus



Two Main Dimensions
Migration Migration

Environment
Fresh Water

Environment
Fresh Water



Dynamics of Environmental Migration



DTM covers 
nearly 
15 million IDPs, 
making it the 
largest source 
of data on 
displacement 
in the world.

IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)



Impact of Water-
related Natural 
Disasters on 
Migration
- In 2017, there were 30.6 

million new 
displacements related to 
conflict and disasters across 
143 countries and territories. 

- 39% of new internal 
displacements were triggered 
by conflict and 61% by 
disasters.

Garden close to a waterpoint in Somalia. Photo: Muse Mohammed/IOM

Source: http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018 /

http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018


Impact of Water-
related Natural 
Disasters on 
Migration
- Water insecurity as root cause of forced 

migration
- Hidden category
- Context specific quantitative data available 

from DTM (2017 and 2018)
Afghanistan, Cameroon, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar, Mozambique, Mongolia, 
Somalia,Yemen, Iraq



Impact of Water-
related 
Infrastructure on 
Migration
“An estimated 80 million 
people have been displaced 
by dam projects worldwide. 
Their fate is largely unknown, 
but evidence shows that 
those affected tend to 
become impoverished and 
marginalised.”

Source: http://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/20170411-idmc-intro-
dam-case-study.pdf

http://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/20170411-idmc-intro-dam-case-study.pdf


Impact of Water 
Availability on 
Migration

- Communities adopting 
to seasonal 
availability of water

- Nomadic pastoralists
- Seasonal migration 

patterns
- Changes due to water 

availability
Photo: Alessandro Grassani/IOM



Impact of 
Heat on 
Migration
“Heat exposure 
can be identified 
as a stronger 
predictor of 
migration than 
drought, 
increasing climate 
variability or 
extreme rainfall 
and flooding.”

Map 1: Climate Research Unit (CRU) baseline data for the period 1981–2010

Map 2: ISI-MIP data, HadGEM and GFDL model mid-points of Representative
Concentration Pathways 6.0 (increase of global mean temperature between 2.6
and 3.1 degrees) for 2071–2099

Source: Water stress and human migration: a global, 
georeferenced review

of empirical research, FAO 



Impact of  
Migration on 
Water Resources

“The major effects of 
refugees on the 
environment of host 
communities are forest 
depletion, exhaustion of 
water ground resources, 
land deterioration, water 
contamination, and the 
spread of diseases.”

Aerial view of Za’atari camp for Syrian refugees, Jordan, 2013. Photo: US Department of State.
Source: https://water.fanack.com/jordan/Source: http://docplayer.net/96600236-The-impact-of-syrian-refugees-on-

jordan-a-framework-for-analysis.html

https://water.fanack.com/jordan/
http://docplayer.net/96600236-The-impact-of-syrian-refugees-on-jordan-a-framework-for-analysis.html


Impact of 
Migration on 
Water Resources

“Growing migration as 
households are displaced 
from Metro Manila and 
elsewhere for 
infrastructure projects is 
fast straining the ability 
of the environment 
around Laguna de Bay to 
cope.” 

Super bloom of water hyacinth at the lakeside town of Cardano. Photo: Nick Greenfield/UN EnvironmentSource: https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/paralysed-
growth-lake-under-siege

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/paralysed-growth-lake-under-siege


Impact of 
Migration on 
Water Resources
“For more than two 
decades, the Malian 
diaspora, on its own 
initiative, has been 
investing in basic 
infrastructure 
development in various 
areas (including village 
water supply, […]).” 

Garden close to a waterpoint in Somalia. Photo: Muse Mohammed/IOM.

Source: https://www.rabat-
process.org/images/RabatProcess/Documents/context-document-malian-
diaspora-engagement-thematic-meeting-2016-bamako-diaspora-
engagement-rabat-process.pdf

https://www.rabat-process.org/images/RabatProcess/Documents/context-document-malian-diaspora-engagement-thematic-meeting-2016-bamako-diaspora-engagement-rabat-process.pdf
https://www.rabat-process.org/images/RabatProcess/Documents/context-document-malian-diaspora-engagement-thematic-meeting-2016-bamako-diaspora-engagement-rabat-process.pdf


IOM’s Work on the Migration – Fresh Water Nexus





Different stages of the migration cycle 
(IOM)

Migration-Water Nexus
3 institutional objectives of IOM:
• To prevent forced migration resulting 

from water-related factors
• To provide assistance and protection to 

affected populations and seek durable 
solutions where forced migration does 
occur
• To facilitate migration as a possible 

adaptation strategy to environmental 
change



Policy Integration
- Migration in water-related policies, governance 

and management
- Water in migration-related policies, 

governance and management
- Migration-water nexus in cross-cutting policies



Thank you very much for your attention!
Ms. Eva Mach - Programme Officer (Environmental Sustainability) 

emach@iom.int

mailto:emach@iom.int

