
ECONOMIC COSTS TO LEBANON 
FROM CLIMATE CHANGE:

An element of
Lebanon’s Third National Communication

To the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
http://climatechange.moe.gov.lb/



Economic Costs to Lebanon from Climate Change: 
A First Look

An element of
Lebanon’s Third National Communication

To the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change



This document should be referenced as:

MoE/UNDP/GEF (2015). Economic Costs to Lebanon from Climate Change: A First Look. Beirut, 
Lebanon.

Copyright © 2015 by the Ministry of Environment – United Nations Development Programme

Reproduction is authorized provided the source is acknowledged and provided the reproduction 
is not sold. 
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the UN’s global development network, 
advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to 
help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their 
own solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, 
they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners.

For more information

http://climatechange.moe.gov.lb/
climatechange@moe.gov.lb

The climate change project management team

Vahakn Kabakian, Project Manager

Lea Kai Aboujaoudé, Project Officer

Yara Daou, Project Research Assistant

Leila El Sayyed, Economist

Mary Awad, Project Assistant

Sara El Rayes, Administrative Assistant

UNFCCC focal point

Samar Malek, Acting Head of Service of Environmental Technology

Disclaimer

The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of its authors, and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the Ministry of Environment or the United Nations Development Programme, 
who will not accept any liability derived from its use.
This study can be used for research, teaching and private study purposes. Please give credit 
where it is due. 



Economic Costs to Lebanon from Climate Change: A First Look

Reference project

Enabling Activities for the Preparation of Lebanon’s Third National Communication to the 
UNFCCC

Executed by

Ministry of Environment

Funded by

Global Environment Facility

Implemented by
United Nations Development Programme, Lebanon

Report preparation

Ernie Niemi, of Natural Resource Economics, a consultancy in Eugene, Oregon USA, prepared 
this report on behalf of the Ministry of Environment and the United Nations Development 
Programme Lebanon.

Lead reviewers

Lea Kai Aboujaoudé

Yara Daou

Lama Bashour

Designer

Nathalie Hamadeh

Printing

Haber Printing
 



Foreword
Ministry of Environment

Through the publications of Lebanon’s Initial and Second 
National Communications to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, and the Technology Needs 
Assessment for Climate Change, the Ministry of Environment 
drew the large climate change picture in the country. The 
picture shed the light on a number of climate change 
matters: Lebanon’s contribution to global greenhouse gas 
emissions, the sectoral share of national emissions, the 
socio-economic and environmental risks that the country 
faces as a result of climate change, and the potential 
actions that could and should be undertaken to fight 
climate change both in terms of mitigation and adaptation. 

In the present report, an element of Lebanon’s Third National 
Communication, the Ministry of Environment is digging deeper 
into the analysis to better understand some of the economic 
costs of negative climate change impacts in Lebanon. 

The technical findings presented in this report will support policy makers in visualizing Lebanon’s 
economy under a changing climate and therefore making informed decisions. The findings will 
also help academics in orienting their research towards bridging research gaps. Finally, they 
will increase public awareness on climate change and its relation to each sector. In addition, 
the present technical work complements the strategic work of the National Climate Change 
Coordination Committee. This Committee has been bringing together representatives from 
public, private and non-governmental institutions to merge efforts and promote comprehensive 
planning approach to optimize climate action.

We are committed to be a part of the global fight against climate change. And one of the 
important tools to do so is improving our national knowledge on the matter and building our 
development and environmental policies on solid ground.

Mohamad Al Mashnouk
Minister of Environment 



Foreword
United Nations Development Programme

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time; it 
requires immediate attention as it is already having discernible 
and worsening effects on communities everywhere, including 
Lebanon. The poorest and most vulnerable populations of the 
world are most likely to face the harshest impact and suffer 
disproportionately from the negative effects of climate change.  

The right mix of policies, skills, and incentives can influence 
behaviour and encourage investments in climate development-
friendly activities. There are many things we can do now, with 
existing technologies and approaches, to address it.

To facilitate this, UNDP enhances the capacity of countries to 
formulate, finance and implement national and sub-national 
plans that align climate management efforts with development 
goals and that promote synergies between the two. 

In Lebanon, projects on Climate Change were initiated in partnership with the Ministry of 
Environment from the early 2000s. UNDP has been a key partner in assisting Lebanon to 
assess its greenhouse gas emissions and duly reporting to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change.  With the generous support of numerous donors, projects have also analysed 
the impact of climate change on Lebanon’s environment and economy in order to prioritise 
interventions and integrate climate action into the national agenda.  UNDP has also implemented 
interventions on the ground not only to mitigate the effects of climate change but also to protect 
local communities from its impact.

This series of publications records the progress of several climate-related activities led by the 
Ministry of Environment which UNDP Lebanon has managed and supported during the past few 
years. These reports provide Lebanon with a technically sound solid basis for designing climate-
related actions, and support the integration of climate change considerations into relevant 
social, economic and environmental policies.

Ross Mountain
UNDP Resident Representative



Prologue

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and other scientific bodies have 
documented the effects of human-caused emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases (GHGs). These effects include changes in climate: increasing average temperature, more 
extreme weather events, rising sea level, and ocean acidification, as well as resultant changes 
in ecosystems, species, human systems, and other aspects of life on Earth. They also have 
forecasted future emissions and their impacts under different scenarios that reflect different 
assumptions about the extent to which humans rein-in the behaviors underlying the emissions. 
This report describes the potential economic costs that the households, businesses, 
communities, and government of Lebanon might incur over the next several decades if they and 
their counterparts around the world continue to behave in a business-as-usual manner, so that 
the emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases would continue to grow at rates 
similar to those seen in recent years. It also recommends general steps the Lebanese people, 
businesses, communities, and government might take to prepare for changes in climate and 
reduce their vulnerability to the negative effects of GHG emissions.

This report is made available as a stand-alone document and as the chapter on “Vulnerability 
and Adaptation” in Lebanon’s Third National Communication (TNC) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

For more information, please contact:
Climate Change Office
United Nations Development Programme
Ministry of Environment
climatechange@moe.gov.lb

Ernie Niemi, President
Natural Resource Economics
ernie.niemi@nreconomics.com
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Changes in climate stem from global emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse 
gases (GHGs) (IPCC 2013b). Figure i shows the trajectory of global GHG emissions expected 
through 2100 under the highest-emissions scenario (called RCP8.5) and the lowest-emissions 
scenario (RCP2.6) projected by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Figure ii 
shows the accompanying expected changes in the global average surface temperature. Under 
the highest-emissions scenario, which represents a continuation of current trends, temperatures 
would increase on a near-linear trajectory throughout the century. With the lowest-emissions 
scenario, they would increase through the middle of the century and then level off. Average 
surface temperatures in 2081-2100 would exceed those that prevailed in 1986-2006 by about 
4–6°C under RCP8.5, and 2°C under RCP2.6 (IPCC 2014; p. 10). These temperature increases 
would add to an increase of 0.61°C observed between 1850–1900 and 1986–2005 (IPCC, 
2013b; p. 5). 

Summary for policymakers

I.   Climate change will impose costs on Lebanon directly, via heat waves, droughts, storms, 
etc., and indirectly, via slower economic growth  

Figure i. Actual GHG emissions, 2000 and 2010, and projected emissions under 
RCP8.5 and RCP2.6, 2020-2100

Source | RCP Database (2015) and Myrhe et al. (2013; p. 714)



ii

If current trends in GHG emissions continue, anticipated changes in climate likely would impose 
economic costs on Lebanon both directly and indirectly, as shown in Figure iii. Direct costs 
would materialize as higher temperatures, changes in precipitation, and extreme weather events, 
such as storms, reduce agricultural productivity, adversely affect human health, cause flooding, 
and impose similar damage on different segments of Lebanon’s economy and society. Indirect 
costs would materialize as the direct costs slow the country’s economic growth. The slower 
growth would reduce Lebanon’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and lower business activity. 
These effects, in turn, would lower incomes for workers and households and cause government 
to experience lower revenues and higher costs.

Figure ii. Observed changes in annual average surface temperature, 1950–2010, and projections 
under RCP8.5 and RCP2.6, 2020-2100.

Figure iii. Climate change will impose costs on Lebanon by 
generating direct economic damage and slowing growth in GDP

Source | IPCC (2013; p. 21)

This report describes the different ways in which future changes in climate might impose 
costs on Lebanon. It also calculates the general magnitude of some of these costs, drawing on 
currently available, relevant information. 
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Potential costs 2020 2040 2080

Direct annual damage from drought, etc. in 
Lebanon (millions) USD 320 USD 2,800 USD 23,200

Forgone GDP in Lebanon (millions) USD 1,600 USD 14,100 USD 115,700

Percentage reduction in GDP 3% 14% 32%

Total cost to Lebanon (millions) USD 1,900a USD 16,900 USD 138,900

Average cost per household in Lebanon USD 1,500 USD 13,100 USD 107,200

Government’s share (millions)  USD 610 USD 5,400 USD 44,300

Table i: Potential costs in 2020, 2040, and 2080 from the cumulative effects of global GHG emissions in 2015 and 
subsequent years (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

a Because of rounding, the total, USD 1,900 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 320 million and USD 1,600 million.

Table i and Figure iv summarize the expected costs Lebanon would experience in 2020, 2040, 
and 2080 from the cumulative effects of global GHG emissions between 2015 and each of 
those years under the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario. The top line shows the expected 
damage in each year from the direct impacts of higher temperatures and other changes in 
climate on agricultural productivity, human health, flooding, ecosystem productivity, etc. This 
damage would impose costs on Lebanon of about USD 320 million in 2020, USD 2,800 million 
in 2040, and USD 23,200 million in 2080.

The analysis underlying the second line recognizes that, over time, these direct impacts would 
slow the growth of Lebanon’s economy, measured as Gross Domestic Product (GDP). If current 
trends continue, global GHG emissions between 2015 and 2020 would reduce Lebanon’s GDP 
by about USD 1,600 million, or 3%. This forgone GDP would constitute a real cost, or reduction 
in economic wellbeing for Lebanon’s households, businesses, and government. If current trends 
continue to 2040 and 2080, Lebanon would experience reductions in GDP of USD 14,100 million 
(14%) in 2040, and USD 115,700 million (32%) in 2080. 

The sum of the direct-damage costs and the forgone GDP equals the expected total estimated 
costs that global emissions in 2015 and beyond would impose on Lebanon, if current trends 
continue. The analysis indicates total costs of about USD 1,900 million in 2020, USD 16,900 
million in 2040, and USD 138,900 million in 2080. These total amounts, divided by the expected 
number of households indicates an average cost per household of: USD 1,500 in 2020, USD 
13,100 in 2040, and USD 107,200 in 2080. If the government’s current role in the economy 
remains unchanged, it would bear about USD 610 million of the total cost in 2020, USD 5,400 
million in 2040, and USD 44,300 million in 2080.

II. Total costs might equal USD 1,900 million in 2020, rising to USD 138,900 million in 2080
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The direct-damage costs and reduced GDP would reduce annual income for households 
throughout Lebanon. Rural households generally would experience larger percentage reductions 
than urban households. Farm households, though, would experience somewhat smaller 
reductions than their rural nonfarm counterparts, especially those receiving higher prices for 
their crops or livestock. For both rural and urban households, those with higher levels of income 
generally would experience smaller reductions. 

Figure iv. Potential costs to Lebanon from the cumulative effects of global GHG emissions 
in 2015 and subsequent years 

Table ii and Figure v compare the costs to Lebanon that would result from global GHG emissions 
in 2020, 2040, and 2080 under the IPCC’s highest- and lowest-emissions scenarios. In each 
case, the costs would materialize as a stream of annual costs in the decades following each of 
these years. To facilitate measurement of the costs from each year’s emissions, the analysis 
converts the stream of expected costs to an equivalent single number. This number, which 
economists call the present value of the stream of costs, is measured in the year in which the 
emissions would occur: 2020, 2040, and 2080.

The top section of Table ii shows the costs under the highest-emissions scenario. The stream of 
annual costs resulting from global GHG emissions in 2020 would have a present value of USD 
3,600 million. The resulting reductions in GDP would have a present value of USD 17,600 million. 
The sum of these two values, USD 21,200 million, represents an average per household of USD 
16,400. If the government’s current role in the economy remains unchanged, the present value 
of its stream of costs would be about USD 6,800 million.

The bottom section of Table ii shows what the costs would be if meaningful actions were 
taken to reduce global emissions to those in the IPCC’s lowest-emissions scenario. Under this 
scenario, the present value of the stream of annual costs resulting from emissions in 2020 
would total about USD 15,200 million. Relative to the highest-emissions scenario, this scenario 
would reduce total costs by about USD 6,000 million, or 28%. By 2080, this scenario would 
reduce total costs by USD 918,400 million, or 91%. 

III. Lebanon would experience smaller costs if global GHG emissions grow more slowly
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Table ii: Present value of economic costs that global GHG emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080 would impose on 
Lebanon, under the highest- and lowest-emissions scenarios (2015 USD) 

2020 2040 2080

A. Potential costs if global emissions follow the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario 
(current trends)
Total cost (millions) USD 21,200 USD 80,700 USD 1,009,700

Average per household USD 16,400 USD 57,300 USD 721,900

Government’s share (millions)  USD 6,800 USD 25,800 USD 322,000

B. Potential costs if global emissions follow the IPCC’s lowest-emissions scenario
Total cost (millions) USD 15,200 USD 30,800 USD 91,300

Average per household USD 11,700 USD 21,900 USD 65,200

Government’s share (millions) USD 4,800 USD 9,800 USD 29,100

C. Potential savings from reducing global emissions to the lowest-emissions scenario
Potential savings (millions) USD 6,000 USD 49,900 USD 918,400

Potential savings (percentage) 28 62 91

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

Figure v. Comparison of potential costs to Lebanon from global GHG emissions in 
2020, 2040, and 2080 under the IPCC’s highest- and lowest-emissions scenarios
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Climate change will impose costs on every person, family, farm, business, community and 
region of Lebanon. Table iii and Figure vi summarize the costs for segments of the economy 
and society for which relevant data exist. In general, the estimate of costs for each segment has 
a distinct foundation assembled from an appropriate data set or past study. Some overlap may 
exist between the studies and data underlying different analyses, however. To avoid potential 
double-counting, readers are cautioned not to add different categories of costs without reviewing 
the calculations and checking to see if overlap exists.

Figure vi presents a graphic representation of the potential costs in 2020. The graph makes 
clear that potential impacts on human health pose the greatest risks. Costs associated with 
potential increases in the risk of death—from heat stress, malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, floods, 
and cardiovascular disease—total USD 47,200 million (equivalent to USD 47.2 billion). Costs 
associated with potential increases in illness and disability—from the same climate-related 
factors—total USD 177,900 million. 

Other major costs might materialize through the impacts of climate change on Lebanon’s 
agricultural production and the prices Lebanese consumers pay for food. Reductions in Lebanon’s 
overall agricultural production—resulting from higher temperatures, changes in precipitation, 
increases on soil aridity, etc.—would reduce Lebanon’s overall GDP by about USD 300 million in 
2020. If current trends continue, potential increases in global food prices might impose costs of 
USD 470 million on Lebanese consumers by raising the prices they pay for food and, because of 
the higher prices, inducing them to consume less food. 

IV. Climate change will impose costs across all segments of Lebanon’s economy and society 
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Potential cost 2020 2040 2080

A. Costs from impacts of climate change on agriculture and food supplies
1. Reductions in Lebanon’s agricultural production USD 300 USD 860 USD 2,300

2. Reductions in production of wheat and maize USD 10 USD 17 USD 28

3. Reductions in fish harvest USD 13 USD 32 USD 32

4. Increases in global food prices USD 470 USD 1,700 USD 5,000

B. Costs from impacts of climate change on water
1. Reductions in agricultural and domestic /

industrial water supply USD 21 USD 320 USD 1,200

2. Reductions in water supply for generation of 
hydroelectricity USD 3 USD 31 USD 110

C. Costs from climate-related natural disasters
1. Increases in droughts, floods/landslides, and 

storms USD 7 USD 36 USD 1,600

D. Costs from impacts of climate change on tourism
1. Reductions in attractiveness of Lebanon’s 

coastal resources USD 22 USD 160 USD 1,800

E. Costs from impacts of climate change on electricity consumption
1. Increases in demand for cooling USD 110 USD 900 USD 34,800

F. Costs from impacts of climate change on human health
1. Increases in risk of death USD 47,200 USD 54,700 USD 61,400

2. Increases in risk of illness and disability USD 177,900 USD 194,300 USD 191,500

G. Costs from impacts of climate change on ecosystems
1. Reductions in biodiversity USD 62 USD 150 USD 330

2. Increases in land degradation USD 29 USD 78 USD 170

3. Increases in sea level USD 59 USD 140 USD 320

H. Costs from impacts of climate change on society
1. Increases in violence from higher temperatures USD 38 USD 840 USD 8,600

2. Reductions in workers’ productivity from heat 
stress USD 43 USD 160 USD 1,400

3. Reductions in workers’ productivity from 
childhood undernourishment USD 22 USD 51 USD 280

4. Increases in internal migration USD 57 USD 130 USD 320

Table iii: Costs that climate change might impose on different segments of Lebanon’s economy and society (mil-
lion 2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
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Figure vi. Costs that climate change might impose in 2020 on different segments of Lebanon’s economy 
and society 
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V. Climate change will impose costs across all segments of Lebanon’s economy and society 

It is important to note that the findings reported in this report do not provide a comprehensive 
picture of the economic costs that changes in climate resulting from global GHG emissions 
might impose on Lebanon. In particular, limitations in the currently available data, models, and 
other information prevent the report from quantifying all types of potential costs. It does not, for 
example, quantify costs associated with increases in poverty and the marginalization of some 
women and minority groups that might result from changes in climate. The absence of monetized 
estimates for some types of costs does not mean they are necessarily inconsequential, or even 
less important than those that can be measured in monetary terms. Instead, this absence means 
only that there currently exists insufficient information to support reliable monetary estimates. 
On-going climate-related research likely will yield enough information to support monetized 
estimates in the foreseeable future for at least some of the omitted costs. Thus, all else equal, 
one should expect that, under the highest-emissions scenario, the actual costs that climate 
change imposes on Lebanon will exceed the amounts shown, and that future efforts to replicate 
this analysis will yield a more complete set of estimates than those shown herein. 

In addition, the report does not consider the costs that would materialize if, relative to the 
assumptions embedded in the analyses included in this report:

- Global GHG emissions increase more rapidly.
- GHG emissions have a greater impact on climate.
- Changes in climate have a greater impact on ecological, economic, and social systems.
- Society places higher value on changes in these systems.

The analytical findings presented clarify Lebanon’s vulnerability to climate change. They show 
the overall scale of the vulnerability if current trends in global GHG emissions continue, and the 
potential savings from curtailing emissions. They also show, in economic terms, the potential 
magnitude of the risks facing different segments of the economy and society. 

This report does not investigate alternatives for reducing the costs climate change will impose 
on Lebanon, but it sets the stage for such an effort. The analyses of economic costs can provide 
a useful basis for a better understanding of the risks to different types of capital: human, natural, 
built, social, and cultural. Reducing costs will require reducing the vulnerability of each type of 
capital to climate-related risks. 

Table iv illustrates actions that might be appropriate for lowering the potential impacts of global 
GHG emissions on Lebanon’s capital stock. Some of these actions would involve developing a 
better and broader understanding of potential changes in climate and how they might affect the 
different types of capital. Some would entail taking steps to diminish or even block a particular 
type of risk to a specific asset. For example, a household, business, community, or the government 
might reinforce an existing or planned building against potential storms or increase its capacity 
to store water for emergency use should a storm occur. Education and training programs might 
be altered to include sections on risk-management. Providing information about potentially 
appropriate individual and collective actions for reducing the risk might reduce the vulnerability 
of households, businesses, and communities. 

VI. Lebanon might avoid some climate change costs by decreasing vulnerability and increasing 
resilience
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Table iv:  Adaptive approaches for reducing the costs climate change will impose on Lebanon

Source | Adapted from IPCC (2014; p. 27)

Approach Illustrative actions

1. Strengthen human capital

- Improve individual awareness of climate-related risks.
- Improve education, nutrition, health, etc. 
- Reduce marginalization of women and others.
- Reduce number of people in poverty.
- Diversify economic skills and activities.
- Strengthen resilience skills for responding to climate-

related stresses that will occur. 

2. Conserve natural capital

- Reduce non-climate stressors on ecosystems.
- Conserve wetlands, soils, aquifers, and other core 

resources.
- Implement ecosystem- and community-based 

management of natural resources.
- Reduce risks of species extinction and loss of habitat.
- Strengthen ecosystems’ resilience to climate-related 

stresses that will occur.

3. Reduce vulnerability of physical 
capital

 - Improve community understanding and awareness of 
climate risks, in general and to specific types of built 
capital.

- Withdraw development from high-risk areas, such as 
floodplains.

- Reinforce housing and work places against climate risks, 
such as storms.

- Reduce risk of impairment of essential infrastructure: 
communication, transportation, water, wastewater, 
healthcare, electricity, etc.

- Strengthen resilience of essential infrastructure to climate-
related stresses that will occur.

4. Strengthen social capital

- Improve community understanding and awareness of 
climate risks, in general and to specific institutions and 
human relationships.

- Improve adaptation plans and disaster-risk management 
systems.

- Reduce risk of impairment of essential services.
- Encourage development of and participation in insurance 

programs.
- Improve access to information, finance, and technology.
- Strengthen resilience of social systems to climate-related 

stresses that will occur.

5. Strengthen cultural capital

- Improve community understanding and awareness of 
climate risks to culturally important resources and 
activities.

- Reduce risk to heritage sites and other cultural resources 
important to different cultural groups and communities 
(rural and urban).

- Strengthen resilience of cultural capital to climate-related 
stresses that will occur.
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It is important to recognize that, although Lebanon might be able to reduce its vulnerability to 
climate-related risks, it cannot avoid them entirely. Global GHG emissions will, inevitably, have 
adverse effects on Lebanon’s households, businesses, communities, and government. Hence, 
efforts to reduce the costs that these emissions impose on Lebanon should include elements 
that increase the ability of households, businesses, communities, and the government to 
respond to and recover from changes in climate. In other words, adaptive actions should focus 
not just on reducing vulnerability to climate-related risks but also on strengthening resilience to 
adverse events when they occur. 

Effective planning and implementation of risk-management strategies to reduce vulnerability 
and increase resilience will require:

- Involvement by all stakeholders and institutions, with respectful recognition of their diverse 
circumstances, interests, resources, adaptability, and decision-making processes.

- Cooperative efforts at all spatial, institutional, communal, and governmental levels. 
- Response to concerns about both the efficiency and the equity of risk-management actions.
- Recognition that, although some climate-related risks involve abrupt, severe events, such 
as extreme weather, others do not. Gradual increases in average annual temperature, for 
example, might, over time, affect the wellbeing of workers and families as much or more 
than extreme storms and heat waves.

- Application of the principles of risk-assessment and-management. These include assessing 
and taking actions to reduce risks in the context of clear objectives, considering the full range 
of probabilities and undesirable outcomes, using the best available information, considering 
both systemic and direct risks, and making transparent decisions.

- Use of both incentives and requirements to encourage risk-reducing behaviors. Incentives 
might involve market-based structures and tools, when appropriate, and recognize that 
alternatives may be required when significant market failures are present.

- Utilization of risk-oriented financial tools, such as appropriately scaled insurance, risk pooling, 
and access to financial resources during and after climate emergencies. 
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ملّخص لصانعي السياسات

.I

تنجــم التغيــرات املناخيــة عــن االنبعاثــات العامليــة لغــاز ثانــي أكســيد الكربــون )CO2( وغيرهــا مــن غــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري )GHGs( )الهيئــة 

احلكوميــة الدوليــة املعنيــة بتغيــر املنــاخ 2013ب(. يظهــر الشــكل أ مســار االنبعاثــات العامليــة لغــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري املتوقعــة حتــى 2100 وفــي 

ظــل ســيناريو أعلــى نســبة انبعاثــات )املعــروف مبســارات التركيــز النموذجيــة RCP8.5 - 8,5( وســيناريو أدنــى نســبة انبعاثــات )مســارات التركيــز 

النموذجيــة  RCP2.6 - 2,6( واملتوقــع مــن الهيئــة احلكوميــة الدوليــة املعنيــة بتغيــر املنــاخ. ويظهــر الشــكل ب التغيــرات املتوقعــة املراِفقــة فــي متوســط 

حــرارة الســطح العاملــي. وفــي ظــل ســيناريو أعلــى نســبة انبعاثــات، والــذي ميّثــل اســتمراًرا لالجتاهــات الراهنــة، ترتفــع احلــرارات فــي مســار شــبه 

طولــي عبــر القــرن.  أمــا فــي ســيناريو أدنــى نســبة انبعاثــات، فترتفــع اعتبــاًرا مــن منتصــف القــرن لتنحســر بعــد ذلــك. أمــا متوســط حــرارات الســطح 

ــى نســبة  ــي ســيناريو أعل ــة ف ــي ٤ - 6 درجــات مئوي ــرة 1986 - 2006 بحوال ــي الفت ــت ســائدة ف ــي كان ــك الت ــرة 2081 - 2100 فســتتخطى تل فت

انبعاثــات، وردجتــن )2( مئويتــن فــي ســيناريو أدنــى نســبة انبعاثــات )الهيئــة احلكوميــة الدوليــة املعنيــة بتغيــر املنــاخ 201٤؛ ص. 10(. ومــن شــأن 

هــذه الزيــادات فــي احلــرارة أن تضيــف إلــى زيــادة مبعــدل 0,61 درجــة مئويــة مت رصدهــا مــا بــن 1850 - 1900 و1986 - 2005 )الهيئــة احلكوميــة 

الدوليــة املعنيــة بتغيــر املنــاخ 2013ب؛ ص. 5(.

الشــكل أ: انبعاثــات غــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري الراهنــة، 2000 و 2010، واالنبعاثــات املتوقعــة فــي ظــل مســارات التركيــز 

النموذجيــة 8,5 ومســارات التركيــز النموذجيــة 2,6 ، 2020 – 2100

املصدر | قاعدة بيانات مسارات التركيز النموذجية )2015( و .Myhre et al )2013؛ ص. 71٤(

ســيفرض تغيــر املنــاخ تكاليــف مباشــرة علــى لبنــان عبــر موجــات احلــر الشــديد وحــاالت اجلفــاف والعواصــف، الــخ... 

وأخــرى غيــر مباشــرة عبــر منــو اقتصــادي أبطــأ.
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الشــكل ب: التغيــرات املرصــودة فــي متوســط حــرارات الســطح الســنوي، 1950 - 2010 ، والتوقعــات فــي ظــل مســارات التركيــز النموذجيــة 

ــة 2,6 ، 2020 - 2100 ــز النموذجي 8,5 ومســارات التركي

الشــكل ج: ســتفرض التغيــرات املناخيــة تكاليــف علــى لبنــان مــن خــالل توليــد أضــرار 

اقتصاديــة مباشــرة وإبطــاء النمــو فــي النــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي

املصدر | قاعدة بيانات مسارات التركيز النموذجية )2013؛ ص. 21(

قعــة فــي املنــاخ أن تفــرض تكاليــف اقتصاديــة  فــي حــال اســتمرار االجتاهــات احلاليــة النبعاثــات غــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري، مــن شــأن التغيــرات املتوَّ

علــى لبنــان، مباشــرة وغيــر مباشــرة، كمــا يظهــر الشــكل ج. وتتمّثــل التكاليــف املباشــرة بدرجــات حــرارة أعلــى وتتمــث وتغّيــرات فــي املتســاقطات 

وظاهــرات جويــة بالغــة الشــدة مثــال العواصــف، وانخفــاض فــي اإلنتــاج الزراعــي والتأثيــر ســلًبا علــى صحــة اإلنســان والتســّبب بالفيضانــات وفــرض 

أضــرار مماثلــة علــى فئــات مختلفــة مــن االقتصــاد اللبنانــي ومجتمعــه. أمــا التكاليــف غيــر املباشــرة، فتتمثــل فيمــا تــؤدي التكاليــف املباشــرة إلــى 

إبطــاء النمــّو االقتصــادي للبــالد. ومــن شــأن حركــة النمــو األبطــأ أن تخفــض مــن إجمالــي النــاجت احمللــي اللبنانــي وأن تخفــض أيًضــا حركــة نشــاط 

قطــاع األعمــال. وهــذه التأثيــرات مــن شــأنها أن تخفــف مــن مداخيــل العّمــال واألســر املعيشــية وأن تتســّبب فــي اختبــار احلكومــة انخفاًضــا فــي 

اإليــرادات وارتفاًعــا فــي التكاليــف.

يعمــل هــذا التقريــر علــى تفســير الطرائــق املختلفــة التــي قــد تفــرض مــن خاللهــا التغيــرات املســتقبلية فــي املنــاخ التكاليــف علــى لبنــان. كمــا يقــوم 

باحتســاب احلجــم العــام لبعــض هــذه التكاليــف، وذلــك اســتناًدا إلــى املعلومــات ذات الصلــة املتوفــرة حالًيــا.

األضرار االقتصادية املباشرة

- الكوارث البيئية
- تغير املوائل

- األمراض، حاالت اإلصابة، حاالت الوفاة
- إجهاد الصناعات

ناجت محلي إجمالي ضائع

- منو اقتصادي أبطأ
- انخفاض النشاط التجاري 

- انخفاض الدخل
- احلكومة: انخفاض اإليرادات وارتفاع التكاليف

1950

0,2

0,0

0,2

0,٤

0,6

2000 2050 2100



22xiv

 .II

يلخــص اجلــدول أ والشــكل د التكاليــف املتوقعــة التــي ســيواجهها لبنــان فــي عــام 2020 وعــام 20٤0 وعــام 2080 جــراء اآلثــار التراكميــة  لالنبعاثــات 

العامليــة لغــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري بــن عــام 2015 وكل مــن هــذه الســنوات، فــي ظــل ســيناريو أعلــى نســبة انبعاثــات الصــادر عــن الهيئــة احلكوميــة 

الدوليــة املعنيــة بتغيــر املنــاخ. يظهــر الســطر العلــوي الضــرر املتوقــع فــي كل عــام والناجــم عــن اآلثــار املباشــرة الرتفــاع درجــات احلــرارة والتغيــرات 

األخــرى فــي املنــاخ علــى اإلنتاجــي الزراعــي وصحــة اإلنســان والفيضانــات وإنتاجيــة النظــام اإليكولوجــي، الــخ... ومــن شــأن هــذا الضــرر أن يفــرض 

تكاليــف علــى لبنــان تبلــغ حوالــي 320 مليــون د.أ. فــي عــام 2020  و2،800 مليــون د.أ. فــي عــام 20٤0 و23،200 مليــون د.أ. فــي 2080. 

ويقــّر التحليــل الكامــن وراء الســطر الثانــي أنــه مــع مــرور الوقــت، ســتؤدي هــذه اآلثــار املباشــرة إلــى إبطــاء منــو االقتصــاد اللبنانــي، والــذي يقــاس 

حالًيــا بالنــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي. وإذا مــا اســتمرت االجتاهــات احلاليــة، فــإن االنبعاثــات العامليــة لغــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري بــن عامــي 2015 و 

2020 ســتخفض النــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي فــي لبنــان بحوالــي 1،600 مليــون د.أ.، أو 3٪. ومــن شــأن النــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي الضائــع هــذا أن 

ــان. وفــي حــال اســتمرار  ــة واحلكومــة فــي لبن ــة، أو انخفــاض فــي الرفــاه االقتصــادي لألســر املعيشــية والشــركات التجاري يشــكل التكلفــة احلقيقي

االجتاهــات احلاليــة حتــى عــام 20٤0 وعــام 2080، فــإن لبنــان ســيواجه انخفاضــات فــي النــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي بقيمــة 1٤،100 مليــون د.أ. )٪1٤( 

فــي عــام 20٤0، و115،700 مليــون د.أ. )32٪( فــي عــام 2080.

أمــا مجمــوع تكاليــف األضــرار املباشــرة والنــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي الضائــع فيســاوي مجمــوع التكاليــف املتوقعــة التــي ســتفرضها االنبعاثــات العامليــة 

فــي عــام 2015 ومــا بعــده علــى لبنــان، وذلــك فــي حــال اســتمرار االجتاهــات احلاليــة. ويشــير التحليــل إلــى تكاليــف إجماليــة بحوالــي 1،900 مليــون 

د.أ. فــي عــام 2020، و16،900 مليــون د.أ. فــي عــام 20٤0، و138،900 مليــون د.أ. فــي 2080. وتشــير هــذه الكميــات اإلجماليــة، مقســومة علــى 

العــدد املتوقــع مــن األســر املعيشــية، إلــى متوســط تكلفــة لــكل أســرة هــو: 1،500 د.أ. فــي عــام 2020، 13،100 د.أ. فــي عــام 20٤0، و107،200 

د.أ. فــي 2080. أمــا فــي حــال بقــاء دور احلكومــة احلاليــة فــي االقتصــاد علــى حالــه، فإنهــا ســتتحمل حوالــي 610 ماليــن د.أ. مــن التكلفــة اإلجماليــة 

فــي عــام 2020، 5،٤00 مليــون د.أ. فــي عــام 20٤0، و٤٤،300 مليــون د.أ. فــي 2080.

2080 20٤0 2020 التكاليف احملتملة

23،200 د.أ. 2،800 د.أ. 320 د.أ. األضرار السنوية املباشرة من حاالت اجلفاف، إلخ، في لبنان )مليون(

115،700 د.أ. 1٤،100 د.أ. 1،600 د.أ. الناجت احمللي اإلجمالي الضائع في لبنان )مليون(

٪32 ٪1٤ ٪3 نسبة التخفيض في الناجت احمللي اإلجمالي

138،900 د.أ. 16،900 د.أ. a.1،900 د.أ إجمالي التكلفة للبنان )مليون(

107،200 د.أ. 13،100 د.أ. 1،500 د.أ. معدل التكلفة لألسرة املعيشية الواحدة في لبنان

٤٤،300 د.أ. 5،٤00 د.أ. 610 د.أ. حصة احلكومة )مليون(

ــاس احلــراري فــي عــام 2015  ــة لغــازات االحتب ــات العاملي ــة لالنبعاث ــار التراكمي ــة فــي 2020، 20٤0 و2080 مــن اآلث اجلــدول أ: التكاليــف احملتمل

ــة )2015 د.أ.( ــنوات الالحق والس

تعكس األرقام قواعد التدوير كما ورد وصفها في املقدمة

a نتيجة لعملية التدوير ، يختلف اإلجمالي، 1،900 مليون د.أ. قلياًل عن مجموع 320 مليون د.أ. و1،600 مليون د.أ. 

مجمــوع التكاليــف قــد يســاوي مليــون و900 ألــف د.أ. فــي عــام 2020، مرتفًعــا إلــى 138 مليــون و900 ألــف د.أ. فــي 

عــام 2080
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الشــكل د: التكاليــف احملتملــة علــى لبنــان مــن اآلثــار التراكميــة لالنبعاثــات العامليــة لغــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري فــي 

عــام 2015 والســنوات الالحقــة )2015 د.أ.(

مــن شــأن تكاليــف األضــرار املباشــرة والنــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي املخّفــض أن يؤديــا إلــى خفــض الدخــل الســنوي لألســر املعيشــية فــي كافــة أنحــاء 

لبنــان. وســوف تشــهد األســر املعيشــية الريفيــة بشــكل عــام نســب أكبــر مــن التخفيضــات مــن تلــك التــي ستشــهدها األســر املعيشــية فــي املناطــق 

احلضريــة. إال أن األســر الزراعيــة فســتختبر تخفيضــات أقــل نوًعــا مــا مــن نظرائهــا الريفيــن غيــر الزراعيــن، وبخاصــة األســر التــي تتلقــى أســعاًرا 

أكثــر ارتفاًعــا مقابــل محاصيلهــا أو ماشــيتها. ولــكّل مــن األســر الريفيــة واحلضريــة، تلــك التــي تتمّتــع بشــكل عــام مبســتويات أعلــى مــن املدخــول 

فستشــهد نســبة أدنــى مــن التخفيضــات.

لبنان سيشهد تكاليف أقّل في حال منو االنبعاثات العاملية لغازات االحتباس احلراري بشكل أبطأ  .III

يقــارن اجلــدول ب والشــكل ه التكاليــف التــي ســيتكبدها لبنــان والتــي ســتنجم عــن االنبعاثــات العامليــة لغــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري فــي عــام 2020، 

20٤0، و2080 وفًقــا لســيناريوهي أعلــى وأدنــى نســبة انبعاثــات التابعــن للهيئــة احلكوميــة الدوليــة املعنيــة بتغيــر املنــاخ. فــي كل مــن هاتــن احلالتــن، 

تتجســد التكاليــف علــى نحــو ســيٍل مــن التكاليــف الســنوية فــي العقــود التــي تلــي كل مــن هــذه الســنوات. لتســهيل عمليــة قيــاس التكاليــف مــن انبعاثــات 

كل ســنة، يحــول التحليــل تيــار التكاليــف املتوقعــة إلــى مــا يعادلهــا فــي عــدد واحــد. وهــذا العــدد، الــذي يطلــق عليــه االقتصاديــون اســم القيمــة احلاليــة 

لتيــار التكاليــف، يقــاس فــي الســنة التــي تصــدر فيهــا اإلنبعاثــات: 2020، 20٤0، و2080. 

ويظهــر القســم األعلــى فــي اجلــدول ب التكاليــف فــي ظــل ســيناريو أعلــى نســبة انبعاثــات. وســيكون لتيــار التكاليــف الســنوية الناجمــة عــن االنبعاثــات 

العامليــة لغــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري فــي عــام 2020 قيمــة حاليــة هــي 3،600 مليــون د.أ. ويكــون للتخفيضــات الناجتــة فــي النــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي 

قيمــة حاليــة هــي 17،600 مليــون د.أ. أمــا مجموعــة هاتــن القيمتــن، أي 21،200 مليــون د.أ.، فيشــّكل متوســًطا لألســرة املعيشــية الواحــدة يبلــغ 

16،٤00 د.أ. وفــي حــال بقــاء دور احلكومــة فــي االقتصــاد علــى حالــه، فتكــون القيمــة احلاليــة لتيــار تكاليفهــا 6،800 مليــون د.أ. 

ويظهــر القســم الســفلي فــي اجلــدول ب مــا ســتكون التكاليــف فــي حــال اتخــاذ إجــراءات معقولــة للحــّد مــن االنبعاثــات العامليــة حتــى تلــك الــواردة فــي 

ســيناريو أدنــى نســبة انبعاثــات التابــع للهيئــة احلكوميــة الدوليــة املعنيــة بتغيــر املنــاخ. ومبوجــب هــذا الســيناريو األخيــر، فــإن مجمــوع القيمــة احلاليــة 

لتيــار التكاليــف الســنوية الناجمــة عــن االنبعاثــات فــي عــام 2020 يكــون 15،200 مليــون د.أ. ومقارنــة بســيناريو أعلــى نســبة انبعاثــات، مــن شــأن 

هــذا الســيناريو أن يحــّد إجمالــي التكاليــف بحوالــي 6،000 مليــون د.أ.، أو بحوالــي 28٪. وبحلــول العــام 2080، مــن شــأن هــذا الســيناريو أن يحــّد 

إجمالــي التكاليــف بـــ 918،٤00 مليــون د.أ.، أو ٪91. 

115,7

23,3 1٤,12,8
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2080 20٤0 2020

ــة املعنيــة  ــة الدولي ــة احلكومي ــات التابــع للهيئ ــى نســبة انبعاث ــة فــي حــال وقــوع االنبعاثــات حتــت ســيناريو أعل أ. التكاليــف احملتمل

ــة( ــاخ )االجتاهــات احلالي ــر املن بتغي

1،009،700 د.أ. 80،700 د.أ. 21،200 د.أ. إجمالي التكلفة )مليون(

721،900 د.أ. 57،300 د.أ. 16،٤00 د.أ. متوسط التكلفة لألسرة الواحدة

322،000 د.أ. 25،800 د.أ. 6،800 د.أ. حصة احلكومة )مليون(

ب. التكاليــف احملتملــة فــي حــال وقــوع االنبعاثــات حتــت ســيناريو أدنــى نســبة انبعاثــات التابــع للهيئــة احلكوميــة الدوليــة املعنيــة 

بتغيــر املنــاخ

91،300 د.أ. 30،800 د.أ. 15،200 د.أ. إجمالي التكلفة )مليون(

65،200 د.أ. 21،900 د.أ. 11،700 د.أ. متوسط التكلفة لألسرة الواحدة

29،100 د.أ. 9،800 د.أ. ٤،800 د.أ. حصة احلكومة )مليون(

ج. الوفورات احملتملة في التكلفة جراء احلّد من االنبعاثات العاملية حتى سيناريو أدنى نسبة انبعاثات

918،٤00 د.أ. ٤9،900 د.أ. 6،000 د.أ. الوفورات احملتملة )مليون(

91 62 28 الوفورات احملتملة )النسبة املئوية(

ــان فــي عــام 2020  ــى لبن ــاس احلــراري عل ــة لغــازات االحتب ــات العاملي ــي ســتفرضها االنبعاث ــة الت ــة للتكاليــف االقتصادي اجلــدول ب: القيمــة احلالي

ــات )2015 د.أ.(   ــى نســبة انبعاث ــى وأدن ــي ظــل ســيناريوهي أعل و20٤0 و2080، ف

تعكس األرقام قواعد التدوير كما ورد وصفها في املقدمة 

ــاس  ــازات االحتب ــة لغ ــات العاملي ــة عــن االنبعاث ــان والناجم ــى لبن ــة عل ــف احملتمل ــة التكالي مقارن الشكل ه. 

احلــراري فــي عــام 2020 و20٤0 و2080 وفًقــا لســيناريوهي أعلــى وأدنــى نســبة انبعاثــات التابعــن للهيئــة 

احلكوميــة الدوليــة املعنيــة بتغيــر املنــاخ
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تغير املناخ سيفرض تكاليف على كافة فئات املجتمع واالقتصاد اللبناني  .IV

ســيفرض تغيــر املنــاخ التكاليــف علــى كل شــخص وعائلــة ومزرعــة وشــركة جتاريــة ومجتمــع محلــي ومنطقــة فــي لبنــان. ويلخــص اجلــدول ج والشــكل 

ــزة  و التكاليــف لفئــات مــن االقتصــاد واملجتمــع التــي تتوفــر البيانــات ذات الصلــة لهــا. بشــكل عــام، يتمتــع تقييــم التكاليــف لــكل فئــة بقاعــدة متمّي

يتــم جتميعهــا مــن مجموعــة بيانــات مالئمــة أو دراســة ســابقة. إال أنــه قــد تتواجــد حــاالت تداخــل بــن الدراســات والبيانــات الكامنــة وراء التحاليــل 

املختلفــة. ولتفــادي ازدواجيــة احلســاب احملتملــة، يتــم حتذيــر القــراء مــن عــدم جمــع الفئــات املختلفــة للتكاليــف مــن دون مراجعــة العمليــات احلســابية 

والتأكــد مــن وجــود حــاالت تداخــل. 

وميّثــل الشــكل و تصويــًرا بيانًيــا للتكاليــف احملتملــة فــي عــام 2020. ويوضــح الرســم البيانــي أن اآلثــار احملتملــة علــى صحــة اإلنســان إمنــا تشــّكل 

أكبــر املخاطــر. فالتكاليــف املرتبطــة بالزيــادات احملتملــة ألخطــار الوفــاة - نتيجــة اإلجهــاد احلــراري وســوء التغذيــة واإلســهال واملالريــا والفيضانــات 

واألمــراض القلبيــة الوعائيــة ، تصــل إلــى ٤7،200 مليــون د.أ. )أي ٤7,2 مليــار د.أ.(. أمــا التكاليــف املرتبطــة بالزيــادات احملتملــة لألمــراض وحــاالت 

العجــز - نتيجــة العوامــل ذاتهــا املتعلقــة باملنــاخ - فتصــل إلــى 177،900 مليــون. 

وقــد تتجســد التكاليــف الرئيســية األخــرى مــن خــالل آثــار تغيــر املنــاخ علــى اإلنتــاج الزراعــي فــي لبنــان وعلــى األســعار التــي يدفعهــا املســتهلكون 

اللبنانيــون مقابــل الغــذاء. وأمــا االنخفاضــات فــي اإلنتــاج الزراعــي العــام للبنــان - الناجمــة عــن ارتفــاع درجــات احلــرارة والتغيــرات فــي هطــول 

األمطــار وحــاالت زيــادة جفــاف التربــة، إلــخ... -  فقــد تخفــض النــاجت احمللــي اإلجمالــي فــي لبنــان بحوالــي 300 مليــون د.أ. فــي عــام 2020. وفــي 

ــى املســتهلكن  ــون د.أ. عل ــف بقيمــة ٤70 ملي ــة تكالي ــي أســعار الغــذاء العاملي ــة ف ــادات احملتمل ــد تفــرض الزي ــة، ق حــال اســتمرار التوجهــات احلالي

اللبنانيــن وذلــك بزيــادة األســعار التــي يدفعونهــا مقابــل املــواد الغذائيــة، ممــا ســيحّثهم، نتيجــة ارتفــاع األســعار، إلــى اســتهالك كميــة أقــل مــن املــواد 

الغذائيــة. 
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2080 20٤0 2020 الكلفة احملتملة

أ. التكاليف الناجمة عن آثار تغير املناخ على الزراعة واإلمدادات الغذائية

2،300 د.أ. 860 د.أ. 300 د.أ. تخفيضات في اإلنتاج الزراعي في لبنان  .1

28 د.أ. 17 د.أ. 10 د.أ. تخفيضات في إنتاج القمح والذرة  .2

32 د.أ. 32 د.أ. 13 د.أ. تخفيضات في حصاد األسماك  .3

5،000 د.أ. 1،700 د.أ. ٤70 د.أ. زيادات في أسعار األغذية العاملية  .٤

ب. التكاليف الناجمة عن آثار تغير املناخ على املياه

1،200 د.أ. 320 د.أ. 21 د.أ.
واملنزليــة/ الزراعيــة  امليــاه  إمــدادات  فــي  تخفيضــات   .1

الصناعيــة

110 د.أ. 31 د.أ. 3 د.أ. تخفيضات في إمدادات املياه لتوليد الطاقة الكهرومائية  .2

ج. التكاليف الناجمة عن الكوارث الطبيعية املتعلقة باملناخ

1،600 د.أ. 36 د.أ. 7 د.أ.
والفيضانات/االنهيــاالت  اجلفــاف  حــاالت  فــي  زيــادات   .1

والعواصــف األرضيــة 

د. التكاليف الناجمة عن آثار تغير املناخ على السياحة

1،800 د.أ. 160 د.أ. 22 د.أ. تخفيضات في جاذبية املوارد الساحلية في لبنان  .1

ه. التكاليف الناجمة عن آثار تغير املناخ على استهالك الكهرباء

3٤،800 د.أ. 900 د.أ. 110 د.أ. زيادات في الطلب على التبريد  .1

و. التكاليف الناجمة عن آثار تغير املناخ على الصحة البشرية

61،٤00 د.أ. 5٤،700 د.أ. ٤7،200 د.أ. زيادات في أخطار الوفاة  .1

191،500 د.أ. 19٤،300 د.أ. 177،900 د.أ. زيادات في أخطار املرض أو العجز  .2

ز. التكاليف الناجمة عن آثار تغير املناخ على النظم اإليكولوجية

330 د.أ. 150 د.أ. 62 د.أ. 1. تخفيضات في التنوع البيولوجي

170 د.أ. 78 د.أ. 29 د.أ. زيادات في تدهور األراضي  .2

320 د.أ. 1٤0 د.أ. 59 د.أ. زيادات في مستوى سطح البحر  .3

ح. التكاليف الناجمة عن آثار تغير املناخ على املجتمع

8،600 د.أ. 8٤0 د.أ. 38 د.أ. زيادات في حاالت العنف جراء ارتفاع درجات احلرارة  .1

1،٤00 د.أ. 160 د.أ. ٤3 د.أ. تخفيضات في إنتاجية العمال جراء اإلجهاد احلراري  .2

280 د.أ. 51 د.أ. 22 د.أ.
ــي  ــة ف ــال جــراء ســوء التغذي ــة العم ــي إنتاجي تخفيضــات ف  .3

مرحلــة الطفولــة

320 د.أ. 130 د.أ. 57 د.أ. زيادات في حاالت الهجرة الداخلية  .٤

اجلدول ج: التكاليف التي قد يفرضها  تغير املناخ على الفئات املختلفة في االقتصاد واملجتمع اللبناني )2015 - مليون د.أ.(

تعكس األرقام قواعد التدوير كما ورد وصفها في املقدمة 
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الشكل و. التكاليف التي قد يفرضها تغير املناخ في عام 2020 على الفئات املختلفة لالقتصاد واملجتمع اللبناني



28xx

 .V

مــن املهــم اإلشــارة إلــى أن النتائــج الــواردة فــي هــذا التقريــر ال تقــدم صــورة شــاملة للتكاليــف االقتصاديــة التــي قــد تفرضهــا التغيــرات املناخيــة 

ــن  ــا م ــاذج وغيره ــات والنم ــي البيان ــود ف ــان. وبشــكل خــاص، حتــول القي ــى لبن ــاس احلــراري عل ــازات االحتب ــة لغ ــات العاملي ــن االنبعاث ــة ع الناجم

ــر بقيــاس التكاليــف  ــال، ال يقــوم التقري ــى ســبيل املث ــة. فعل ــواع التكاليــف احملتمل ــر مــن قيــاس كافــة أن ــن التقري ــا دون متّك املعلومــات املتاحــة حالًي

املرتبطــة بالزيــادات فــي الفقــر وتهميــش بعــض النســاء ومجموعــات األقليــات التــي قــد تنجــم عــن التغيــرات فــي املنــاخ. وغيــاب التقديــرات النقديــة 

لبعــض أنــواع التكاليــف ال يعنــي بالضــرورة أنهــا غيــر ذات أهميــة، أو أنهــا ذات أهميــة أقــل مــن تلــك التــي ميكــن قياســها مــن حيــث القيمــة النقديــة. 

ــى األرجــح أن تعطــي  ــة املوثوقــة. وعل ــرات النقدي ــة لدعــم التقدي ــر كافي ــا ثمــة معلومــات غي ــه حالًي ــاب ال يعنــي ســوى أن ــك، هــذا الغي عوًضــا عــن ذل

األبحــاث املتواصلــة املتعلقــة باملنــاخ معلومــات كافيــة لدعــم التقديــرات النقديــة فــي املســتقبل املنظــور بالنســبة لبعــض التكاليــف احملذوفــة علــى األقــل. 

لذلــك، ومــع افتــراض بقــاء العوامــل األخــرى علــى حالهــا، علــى املــرء أن يتوقــع، وفــي ظــل ســيناريو أعلــى نســبة انبعاثــات، أن تتخطــى الكلفــة الفعليــة 

التــي يفرضهــا تغيــر املنــاخ علــى لبنــان املبالــغ املبّينــة، وأن اجلهــود املســتقبلية التــي ســتبَذل لتكــرار هــذا التحليــل ســتعطى مجموعــة تقديــرات أكثــر 

كمــااًل مــن تلــك املبّينــة فــي هــذا التقريــر. 

إضافــة إلــى ذلــك، فــإن التقريــر ال يأخــذ بعــن االعتبــار التكاليــف التــي قــد تتجســد فــي حــال، نســبة إلــى االفتراضــات املضمنــة فــي التحليــل الــواردة 

فــي هــذا التقريــر:

- زيادة االنبعاثات العاملية غازات االحتباس احلراري بشكل أكثر سرعة. 

- كان النبعاثات غازات االحتباس احلراري آثار أكبر على املناخ. 

- كان للتغيرات املناخية أثٌر أكبر على النظم اإليكولوجية واالقتصادية واالجتماعية. 

- وضع املجتمع قيمة أعلى على التغيرات في هذه النظم. 

توضــح النتائــج التحليليــة املقدمــة قابليــة تأثــر لبنــان بتغيــر املنــاخ؛ كمــا أنهــا تظهــر النطــاق العــام لقابليــة التأثــر فــي حــال اســتمرار االجتاهــات 

ــة  ــن، مــن الناحي ــا تب ــات. كمــا أنه ــة الناجتــة عــن احلــد مــن االنبعاث ــورات احملتمل ــاس احلــراري، والوف ــة لغــازات االحتب ــات العاملي ــة لالنبعاث احلالي

ــة مــن االقتصــاد واملجتمــع. ــي تواجــه القطاعــات املختلف ــة، احلجــم احملتمــل للمخاطــر الت االقتصادي

التكاليف الفعلية على األرجح أن تكون أعلى من تلك املقّدرة هنا 
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ال يحقــق هــذا التقريــر فــي الطــرق البديلــة للحــّد مــن التكاليــف التــي ســيفرضها تغيــر املنــاخ علــى لبنــان، إال أنــه يحضــر األرضيــة ملثــل هــذه اجلهــود. 

ــي  ــواع رؤوس األمــوال: البشــري والطبيعــي واملبن ــف أن ــٍم أفضــل ملخاطــر مختل ــدة لفه ــدم قاعــدة مفي ــة أن تق ــف اإلقتصادي ــل التكالي وميكــن لتحالي

واإلجتماعــي والثقافــي. وســيتطلب احلــّد مــن التكاليــف تخفيًفــا لقابليــة التأثــر لــكل نــوع مــن رؤوس األمــوال باملخاطــر املتعلقــة باملنــاخ.

ــى  ــاس احلــراري  عل ــة لغــازات االحتب ــات العاملي ــة لالنبعاث ــار احملتمل ــى اإلجــراءات التــي ميكــن أن تكــون مالئمــة للحــّد مــن اآلث يشــير اجلــدول د إل

مخــزون لبنــان الرأســمالي. وتشــمل بعــض هــذه اإلجــراءات تطويــر فهــم أفضــل وأوســع للتغييــرات احملتملــة فــي املنــاخ وكيفيــة احتمــال تأثيرهــا فــي 

مختلــف أنــواع رؤوس األمــوال. وقــد يشــمل بعضهــا اتخــاذ خطــوات للحــد مــن نــوع معــن مــن املخاطــر  علــى أصــل محــدد، أو حتــى اإلحالــة دونــه. 

علــى ســبيل املثــال، ميكــن ألســرة معيشــية أو شــركة جتاريــة أو مجتمــع أو احلكومــة أن تدعــم مبنــى قائًمــا أو مخطًطــا لــه ضــد العواصــف احملتملــة، 

أو زيــادة قدرتــه علــى تخزيــن امليــاه الســتعمالها فــي احلــاالت الطارئــة عنــد حــدوث العواصــف. وميكــن تعديــل برامــج التعليــم والتدريــب إلدراج أقســام 

تتنــاول إدارة املخاطــر. وميكــن لعمليــة توفيــر املعلومــات عــن اإلجــراءات الفرديــة واجلماعيــة املالئمــة للحــد مــن املخاطــر أن تخفــف مــن قابليــة تأثــر 

األســر املعيشــية واألعمــال التجاريــة واملجتمعــات.

قــد يتفــادى لبنــان بعــض التكاليــف الناجمــة عــن تغيــر املنــاخ مــن خــالل احلــّد مــن قابليــة التأثــر وزيــادة القــدرة علــى 

التأقلــم 
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اإلجراءات التوضيحية النهج

- حتسن الوعي الفردي على املخاطر املتعلقة باملناخ.

- حتسن التعليم والتغذية والصحة، إلخ.

- احلد من تهميش املرأة وغيرها.

- احلد من عدد األشخاص احملرومن.

- تنويع املهارات والنشاطات اإلقتصادية.

- تعزيز قدرات التكّيف لإلستجابة للضغوط املتعلقة باملناخ التي ستطرأ.

1. تعزيز رأس املال البشري

- احلد من الضغوطات غير املناخية على النظم اإليكولوجية.

- حفظ األراضي الرطبة واألتربة وخزانات املياه اجلوفية وموارد أساسية أخرى.

- إنشاء إدارة  للموارد الطبيعية تستند إلى النظام اإليكولوجي واملجتمع.

- احلد من مخاطر انقراض األنواع وخسارة املوئل.

- تعزيز قدرة النظم اإليكولوجية على التكيف للضغوط املتعلقة باملناخ التي ستطرأ.

2. احملافظة على رأس املال الطبيعي

- حتسن فهم املجتمع ووعيه على مخاطر املناخ بشكل عام وعلى أنواع محددة من 

رأس املال املبني.

- عزل التنمية من املناطق العالية املخاطر، مثال السهول الفيضية.

- تعزيز أماكن السكن والعمل ملقاومة مخاطر املناخ مثال العواصف.

- احلد من مخاطر ضعف البنية التحتية األساسية: اإلتصاالت والنقل واملياه ومياه 

الصرف الصحي والرعاية الصحية والكهرباء، إلخ.

- تعزيز قدرة البنية التحتية األساسية على التكيف للضغوط املتعلقة باملناخ التي 

ستطرأ.

3. احلد من قابلية رأس املال املادي للتأثر

- حتسن فهم املجتمع ووعيه على مخاطر املناخ بشكل عام وعلى مؤسسات محددة 

والعالقات اإلنسانية.

- حتسن مخططات التأقلم وأنظمة إدارة مخاطر الكوارث.

- احلد من مخاطر تعطيل اخلدمات األساسية.

- تشجيع تنمية برامج التأمن واملشاركة فيها.

- حتسن إمكانية الوصول إلى املعلومات واملوارد املالية والتكنولوجيا.

- تعزيز قدرة األنظمة اإلجتماعية على التكيف للضغوط املتعلقة باملناخ التي ستطرأ. 

٤. تعزيز رأس املال اإلجتماعي

- حتسن فهم املجتمع ووعيه حول مخاطر املناخ على املوارد والنشاطات املهمة 

ثقافّيًا.

- احلد من املخاطر على مواقع التراث واملوارد الثقافية األخرى التي تهم مختلف 

املجموعات واملجتمعات الثقافية )الريفية واحلضرية(.

- تعزيز قدرة رأس املال الثقافي على التكيف للضغوط املتعلقة باملناخ التي ستطرأ.

5. تعزيز رأس املال الثقافي

املصدر | مقتبسة عن الهيئة احلكومية الدولية املعنية بتغير املناخ )201٤؛ ص. 27(

اجلدول د: النهوج التكيفية للحد من التكاليف التي سيفرضها تغير املناخ على لبنان

مــن املهــم اإلقــرار بأنــه، علــى الرغــم مــن أن لبنــان قــد يتمّكــن مــن احلــد مــن قابليتــه للتأثــر باملخاطــر املتعلقــة باملنــاخ، إال أنــه ال ميكنــه تفاديهــا 

بالكامــل. وســيكون لالنبعاثــات العامليــة لغــازات االحتبــاس احلــراري، ال محالــة، آثــاًرا ســلبية علــى األســر املعيشــية واألعمــال التجاريــة واملجتمعــات 

واحلكومــة فــي لبنــان. لــذا، علــى اجلهــود الراميــة إلــى احلــد مــن التكاليــف التــي تفرضهــا هــذه اإلنبعاثــات علــى لبنــان أن تشــمل عوامــل تزيــد مــن 

قــدرة األســر املعيشــية واألعمــال التجاريــة واملجتمعــات واحلكومــة علــى االســتجابة للتغيــرات املناخيــة والتعافــي منهــا. بتعبيــر آخــر، علــى اإلجــراءات 

التكيفيــة أن تركــز ال علــى احلــد مــن قابليــة التأثــر باملخاطــر املتعلقــة باملنــاخ فحســب بــل علــى تعزيــز قابليــة التكيــف للحــوادث الســلبية أيًضــا، عنــد 

وقوعهــا.
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ــات  ــف وعملي ــى التكي ــرار بظروفهــم املتنوعــة ومصاحلهــم ومواردهــم وقدرتهــم عل ــة أصحــاب املصلحــة واملؤسســات، مــع اإلق ــزام كاف الت

ــرارات.  اتخــاذ الق

جهود التعاون على كافة املستويات املكانية واملؤسسية واملجتمعية واحلكومية.

االستجابة للمخاوف حول كل من فعالية إجراءات إدارة املخاطر وإنصافها. 

ــة،   ــال ســوء األحــوال اجلوي ــة والشــديدة مث ــاخ تشــمل األحــداث املفاجئ ــة باملن ــر املتعلق ــض املخاط ــن أن بع ــم م ــى الرغ ــه عل ــرار بأن اإلق

فبعضهــا اآلخــر ال يشــملها. وميكــن للزيــادات التدريجيــة فــي متوســط درجــات احلــرارة الســنوية، علــى ســبيل املثــال، ومــع مــرور الوقــت، 

ــة العمــال والعائــالت بقــدر أو أكثــر مــن العواصــف وموجــات احلــرارة الشــديدة. ــى رفاهي أن تؤثــر عل

تطبيــق مبــادئ تقييــم املخاطــر وإدارة املخاطــر. وهــذه تشــمل عمليــة التقييــم واتخــاذ اإلجــراءات املناســبة للحــد مــن املخاطــر فــي ســياق 

األهــداف الواضحــة، وذلــك مبراعــاة املجموعــة الكاملــة مــن االحتمــاالت والنتائــج غيــر املرغــوب بهــا، باســتخدام أفضــل املعلومــات املتوفــرة 

وبالنظــر إلــى كل مــن املخاطــر املنهجيــة واملباشــرة، وباتخــاذ قــرارات شــفافة. 

اســتخدام كل مــن احلوافــز واملتطلبــات  للتشــجيع علــى ســلوكيات احلــّد مــن املخاطــر. وقــد تشــكل احلوافــز األدوات والهيــاكل القائمــة علــى 

الســوق، عنــد االقتضــاء، واإلقــرار بإمكانيــة طلــب البدائــل فــي حــاالت اإلخفاقــات الكبيــرة فــي الســوق. 

اســتخدام األدوات املاليــة املوجهــة نحــو املخاطــر مثــال التأمــن احملــدد بشــكل مالئــم وجتميــع املخاطــر وإمكانيــة الوصــول إلــى املــوارد 

املاليــة خــالل حــاالت الطــوارئ املناخيــة وبعدهــا. 

وستتطلب عملية التخطيط والتنفيذ الفعالية الستراتيجيات إدارة املخاطر للحد من قابلية التأثر وزيادة املرونة:

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Extensive evidence shows that changes in climate stemming from emissions of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and other Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) already impose economic costs on Lebanon’s 
households, businesses, communities, and government (DARA and Climate Vulnerable Forum, 
2012). For example, higher temperatures erode the health of children and the elderly, reduce the 
productivity of workers exposed to the heat, and reduce the productivity of crops. Reductions 
in water supplies diminish the wellbeing of water users throughout Lebanon. Changes in 
ecosystems impair their ability to provide valuable goods and services. Research also predicts 
more severe changes in climate—and costs for Lebanon—will occur in the future (IPCC, 2013b 
and IPCC, 2014). 

This report quantifies many of these potential costs. To do so, it knits together information 
from the best available sources of data and most recent research. The results offer general 
calculations of the costs Lebanon’s households, businesses, communities, and government 
might expect in 2020, 2040, and 2080. It also includes a summary discussion of approaches 
and principles that might be appropriate for reducing Lebanon’s vulnerability to changes in 
climate and for strengthening its ability to respond to changes in a resilient, positive manner. 
Thus, it provides a foundation for better understanding the importance of making decisions—
globally, nationally, and locally—to reduce GHG emissions and to prepare for changes in climate 
that cannot be avoided.

Structure of this report

Presentation of the analysis occurs in these sections: 

-  Section 2 presents the conceptual framework for the analysis. It gives an overview of 
anticipated changes in climate resulting from global GHG emissions, ways in which these 
changes in climate might impose costs on Lebanon, and a summary of the analytical 
approach used to calculate some of these costs. 

-  Section 3 quantifies the overall climate-related economic costs in 2020, 2040, 2080 
resulting from past GHG emissions and from the anticipated emissions in each of those 
years if recent trends in emissions continue.

-  Section 4 quantifies several distinct types of cost that anticipated changes in climate 
would impose on Lebanon in 2020, 2040, and 2080. 

-  Section 5 discusses approaches Lebanon’s households, businesses, communities or 
government might take to prepare for and reduce the costs of anticipated changes in 
climate. 

-  Annexes: Annex I identifies stakeholders who participated in a consultation workshop 
held in Beirut in March 2015. Annex II summarizes calculations associated with three 
variables that lie at the core of the analysis: Lebanon’s potential population, number of 
households, and temperature in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Annex III quantifies some potential 
costs from activities within Lebanon that contribute to climate change. Finally Annex IV 
presents some frequently asked questions related to this report. 

1. Introduction 
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Presentation format 

The presentation of each type of cost follows this format:

Description: A brief explanation of the cost and how it is expected to materialize.
Results: A short discussion of the analytical results plus a table presenting the expected costs 
to Lebanon in 2020, 2040, and 2080. To facilitate the presentation, all costs are measured in 
2015 USD millions. Sometimes, however, the text describing the costs may refer to those larger 
than USD 1,000 in the equivalent, billion-USD terms. Thus, a cost of USD 1,200 million is the 
same as USD 1.2 billion.
Assumptions, data, and calculation: A stepwise explanation of the analytical steps that were 
taken to complete the calculation of the results. This section also explains all assumptions and 
data used in the calculation.
Discussion: A brief summary of the context for understanding the calculation and results. As 
appropriate, this section identifies key factors that will likely influence the actual costs and 
explains reasons for anticipating that they will turn out to be higher. This information is intended 
to indicate ways in which the economic risk to Lebanon from climate change might be greater 
than shown by the cost estimates.
Uncertainty and rounding: Readers are encouraged to bear in mind that the costs shown in this 
report are estimates of the costs that global GHG emissions might impose on Lebanon. Each 
cost estimate embodies uncertainty about multiple factors: how the emissions will affect the 
climate, how the changing climate will affect ecosystems and socio-economic systems, how 
these effects will reduce the value of goods and services available to Lebanon’s households, 
businesses, and government. Because of this uncertainty, it is impossible to estimate each 
cost with absolute precision. Instead, costs are approximated through the use of rounding. The 
rounding rules are:

When an analysis indicates a cost is: The report rounds it to:
USD 1,000 million or higher The nearest USD 100 million

Smaller than USD 1,000 million but larger that USD 99 million The nearest USD 10 million

Smaller than USD 100 million but larger than 1 million The nearest USD 1 million

Smaller than USD 1 million but larger than 999 The nearest USD 1 hundred

Smaller than USD 1,000 The nearest USD 10

These rounding rules are intended to communicate to readers the existence of uncertainty in a 
systematic manner. They are not intended to indicate the magnitude of the uncertainty associated 
with each cost estimate.
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This section offers a short overview of human-caused climate change, and describes the ways 
in which future changes in climate might impose economic costs on Lebanon. It also explains 
the general analytical assumptions and approach used in the subsequent sections to estimate 
the monetary value of some of these costs. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2013b; p. 11) has concluded that 
human-caused emissions of carbon dioxide, methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide (N2O), which have 
“increased to levels unprecedented in at least the last 800,000 years,” likely underlie observed 
changes in climate. These changes include: increases in average surface temperature, changes 
in precipitation levels and patterns, increases in extreme weather events, rising sea level, 
acidification of oceans and other surface waters, and changes in ecosystems. 

Looking forward, climate scientists and others are focusing on a set of scenarios, called 
Representative Concentration Pathways (RCPs), that project a range of plausible future levels 
of GHG emissions and atmospheric concentrations. The highest-emissions scenario is called 
RCP8.5, the lowest-emissions scenario is called RCP2.6.1

Figure 1 shows the trajectory of global GHG emissions expected under RCP2.6 and RCP8.5 
through 2100. Figure 2 shows the accompanying expected changes in the global average 
surface temperature. Under the highest-emissions scenario, temperatures would increase on 
a near-linear trajectory throughout the century. With the lowest-emissions scenario, they would 
increase through the middle of the century and then level off. Average surface temperatures in 
2081-2100 would exceed those that prevailed in 1986-2006 by about 4–6°C under RCP8.5, and 
2°C under RCP2.6 (IPCC 2014; p. 10). These temperature increases would add to an increase of 
0.61°C observed between 1850–1900 and 1986–2005 (IPCC, 2013b; p. 5). 

2. Conceptual framework

2.1. Overview of the effects of global GHG emissions on climate 

1  Four RCP scenarios of future GHG emissions, including RCP8.5 (highest) and RCP2.6 (lowest), underlie the IPCC’s most recent, Fifth Assess-
ment Report, summarized in IPCC (2013b) and IPCC (2014). These scenarios evolved from the IPCC’s Special Report on Emissions Scenarios 
(IPCC, 2000), which considered about 40 different scenarios, but focused primarily on four (descending order): A1FA, A2, A1B, and B1. Scenario 
A1F1 corresponded most closely to, and somewhat exceeded RCP8.5; scenario B1 projected that emissions would remain substantially higher 
than those projected in RCP2.6 (Climate Change in Australia, 2015).
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Figure 1. Actual GHG emissions, 2000 and 2010, and projected emissions under RCP8.5 and RCP2.6, 
2020-2100

Figure 2. Observed changes in annual average surface temperature, 1950–2010, and projections 
under RCP8.5 and RCP2.6, 2020-2100 

Source | RCP Database (2015) and Myrhe et al. (2013; p. 714)

Source | IPCC (2013b; p. 21)

Figure 3 shows the spatial pattern of expected increases in average surface temperature under 
RCP2.6 and RCP8.5. Lebanon and other countries in the eastern Mediterranean region likely 
would experience some of the highest temperature increases.
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Figure 3: Projected increase in surface temperature, 2081–2100 vs. 1986–2005, resulting from global anthropogenic 
GHG emissions, RCP8.5 and RCP2.6

Source | IPCC (2013b; p. 20)

The full effects on Lebanon of the anticipated increases in temperatures, changes in precipitation, 
rising sea levels, and other direct effects of continued global GHG emissions have not been 
quantified. MoE/UNDP/GEF (2011; pp. ix-xvii), however, has concluded that the effects likely will 
include the following:

- Relative to the present climate, temperatures will increase from around 1°C on the coast 
to 2°C in the mainland by 2040, and by 2090 they will increase 3.5°C to 5°C.

- Rainfall will decrease, relative to the present, by 10-20% by 2040, and by 25-45% by the 
year 2090. The total volume of water resources will decline 6 to 8% with an increase of 
1°C and 12 to 16% with an increase of 2°C. 

- By the end of the century, Beirut will see 50 more days with temperatures exceeding 35°C 
and 34 more nights with temperatures exceeding 25°C. 

- Droughts will occur 15 days to 1 month earlier, and countrywide drought periods will 
extend 9 days longer by 2040 and 18 days longer by 2090. The already dry regions, such 
as the Bekaa, Hermel, and the South, will experience the sharpest effects. In addition, 
cost impacts will be added to irrigation needs, as more pumping hours will be required, 
therefore consuming more energy.

- Climate change will induce a reduction of 40% of the snow cover of Lebanon with an 
increase of 2°C in temperature and will reach 70% decrease in snow cover with an 
increase of 4°C.

- Less precipitation will fall as snow, with snow that currently falls at 1,500 m shifting to 
1,700 m by 2050, and to 1,900 m by 2090. Snow will melt earlier in the spring. These 
changes will affect the recharge of most springs, reduce the supply of water available for 
irrigation during the summer, and increase winter floods by up to 30%.

- Soil moisture will decline in response to higher temperatures, reduced precipitation, and 
higher evapotranspiration.

2.2. Overview of potential climate change impacts on Lebanon
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- Changes in temperature and rainfall will decrease productivity of lands currently used to 
produce most crops and fruit trees—especially wheat, cherries, tomatoes, apples, and 
olives—and may affect the quality of grapes.

- Most crops also will face increased infestation of fungi and bacterial diseases.
- Higher temperatures in summer will increase demand for cooling, with related 

consumption of electricity increasing 1.8% for a 1°C increase in temperature, and 5.8% 
for a 3°C increase in temperature.

- Sea levels will rise up to 30-60 cm in 30 years, if the recent rate of rise, approximately 20 
mm/year, continues. The higher sea levels will lead to seawater intrusion into aquifers, 
increase the risk of coastal flooding and inundation, increase coastal erosion, cover sand 
beaches, and alter coastal ecosystems in natural reserves and elsewhere. 

- Changes in temperature and rainfall will reduce the extent of sub-humid forests and 
increase semi-arid forests, especially in higher-elevation transition zones. All forests will 
experience greater fragmentation, pest outbreaks, and wildfires.

- Lebanon will experience increases in the incidence of infectious diseases, morbidity, and 
mortality resulting from higher temperatures, more frequent extreme weather events, 
increased malnutrition from droughts and floods that affect agriculture, and reduced 
availability of clean water. Increases in temperatures will cause 2,483 to 5,254 additional 
deaths per year between 2010 and 2030. 

- Buildings and public infrastructure will suffer damage from changing patterns in 
precipitation, sea level rise, and increased frequency and intensity of storms. This damage 
will materialize from inundation of coastal settlements and buildings, floods, mudslides, 
and rockslides. 

- Winter outdoor tourism will diminish as warmer temperatures and reduced precipitation 
shorten the skiing season. Other impacts on tourism will occur in response to changes 
in ecosystems, loss of natural attractions, such as sandy public beaches, and structural 
damage to the nation’s archaeological heritage.

- Impacts will concentrate on vulnerable population groups, especially the elderly and 
people living in socio-economically deprived areas, in semi-arid areas and in areas with 
lower access to health and other public services.

These, and similar, potential impacts constitute climate-related risks to Lebanon’s ecological, 
social, cultural, and economic systems (IPCC, 2014; 12-20). As such, they provide the basis 
for describing the costs climate change might impose directly on Lebanon. They also provide 
context for understanding that changes in climate elsewhere might indirectly impose costs on 
Lebanon, e.g., by altering global or regional markets for food and other items.

2.3. Analytical assumptions and approach

The calculation of climate-related costs in monetary terms is a straightforward, three-part 
process: 

First, obtain a credible, quantitative estimate of the per-year change in some factor—public 
health, agricultural production, energy costs, etc.—expected to result from climate change 
that will worsen the future economic wellbeing of households, businesses, or communities in 
Lebanon. 

Second, obtain a credible estimate, in monetary terms (2015 US dollars), of the per-unit value of 
the factor. 



7

Third, multiply the two estimates to yield an estimate of the potential economic harm per year. 
For those costs where others have developed a credible estimate of the quantitative change, the 
per-unit value, or both, this analysis employs that information. Where this information does not 
exist, this analysis estimates these variables directly. In every case, the results are sensitive to 
the reliability of the assumptions and data employed, which are documented. 

The analysis focuses on estimating the costs climate change might impose on Lebanon in three 
target years: 2020, 2040, and 2080. The 2020 estimates generally represent near-term costs 
that cannot be avoided, insofar as the climate impacts of past GHG emissions are still unfolding, 
and inertia in economic systems and behaviors suggest that the current trends in climate and 
its effects likely would continue with little change. The 2040 estimates generally represent costs 
that likely would materialize within the lifetimes of most Lebanese citizens alive today. The 2080 
estimates generally represent costs that likely would materialize within the lifetimes of today’s 
children. 

In some cases, there exist credible estimates for one or more of the target years, and the analysis 
uses that information directly. In others, there exist credible estimates for other years, and the 
analysis interpolates to get a value for a target year when it falls between two values available 
from the literature, or extrapolates when it falls outside them. In general, the interpolation and 
extrapolation involves estimating the average percentage rate of growth per year and assuming 
it would extend from 2020 to 2080. In some cases, available information suggests it would be 
more appropriate to interpolate or extrapolate assuming linear growth. 

Whenever possible, the monetary calculations reflect the IPCC’s current scenario with the 
highest levels of potential GHG emissions, known as Representative Concentration Pathway 
8.5 (RCP8.5). The top line of Figure 1, above, shows this scenario. In many cases, however, 
estimates of climate-related impacts on Lebanon come from research that employed other 
scenarios of future GHG emissions. Some research reports identify the underlying scenario 
only in general terms. Whenever possible, the analysis identifies the scenario being employed. 

The bottom line in Figure 1 illustrates expected emissions under the IPCC’s current lowest-
emissions scenario, known as RCP2.6. It includes the most extreme, yet plausible, assumptions 
about changes in economic development, behaviors, etc., beginning in 2010, that would yield 
reductions in GHG emissions. Insofar as such changes have not fully materialized, RCP2.6 likely 
overstates the potential reductions, at least for the near future. This bias notwithstanding, the 
analysis sometimes uses data from RCP2.6 to describe the potential costs Lebanon would 
avoid if global society took the steps necessary to move emissions from the path represented 
by RCP8.5 to the path represented by RCP2.6.

Other important assumptions embedded in this analysis include:

- The percentage changes in economic and social characteristics of Lebanon presented 
throughout this report are relative to a business-as-usual scenario of population and 
GDP growth. The business-as-usual scenario does not take into account the effect that 
political instability, social unrest or regional turmoil might inflict on predicted population 
and GDP growth. The business-as-usual scenario also does not take into account the 
elaboration and implementation of any new development plan that might change the 
performance of the main sectors of the economy in Lebanon.

- Lebanon’s population will total 5.5 million in 2020, 6.0 million in 2040, and 5.9 million in 
2080. It also will have 1.3 million households in 2020, 1.4 million in 2040, and 1.4 million 
in 2080. Annex II explains the derivation of these numbers.
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- Without the effects of global GHG emissions, Lebanon’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
would grow from about USD 47.3 billion in 2015 to USD 55.4 billion in 2020, USD 104.1 
billion in 2040, and USD 366.9 billion in 2080. (GDP is an indicator of the value of the 
annual output of the commercial, industrial, and governmental sectors of the economy.)

- Past GHG emissions have not yet produced their full impact on climate. Hence, some 
climate-related costs will materialize regardless of efforts to rein-in future GHG emissions. 

- Lebanon’s households, businesses, communities, and government will continue to 
engage in behaviors and adopt technologies similar to those of today. This assumption 
acknowledges the inertia that exists insofar as these behaviors—as well as the existing 
residential, commercial-industrial, and public capital—generally reflect climate conditions 
of the past rather than those of the future. 

- In 2010 global GHG emissions over the preceding decades had raised annual average 
temperatures in Lebanon by 0.85°C, relative to the 1880-1919 reference period. If current 
trends in global GHG emissions continue, average annual temperatures in Lebanon will 
be higher. Relative to the reference period of 1880-1919, the increase will be: 1°C in 2020, 
2°C in 2040, and 5°C in 2080. Relative to 2010, the increase will be: 0.15°C in 2020, 1.15°C 
in 2040, and 4.15°C in 2080. Annex II also explains the derivation of these numbers. 

- Some of the estimates of climate-related costs presented below derive from prior 
analyses that incorporate different assumptions about Lebanon’s population, or the 
expected climate-related increases in temperature. The associated text explains the 
differences.

Both market costs and non-market costs are important. Market costs would quickly materialize 
as lower disposable incomes for households, higher costs and lower net revenues for businesses, 
and higher costs or lower financial resources for government. Higher temperatures, for example, 
could reduce workers’ productivity, reducing their incomes and the output of business and 
government. Non-market costs might yield such outcomes more slowly. If future climate-related 
droughts were to displace farm families from their homes, or sea-level rise was to displace 
coastal families, for example, the resulting disruption might lower the ability of children to 
secure a good education and lower their earnings as adults. By their nature, non-market costs 
are not measured by market prices. Instead, measuring them requires targeted studies that look 
at how people express their desire for non-market goods and services or at how they respond 
to differences in these items. In general, such studies are lacking for non-market goods and 
services potentially susceptible to the impacts of climate change in Lebanon. 

Hence, this report does not measure the value of the non-market costs resulting from climate 
change. This omission likely causes it to substantially understate the full costs climate change 
would impose on Lebanon if current trends in global GHG emissions continue. 

Available information suggests the results reported herein generally understate the true, 
potential economic costs that climate change would impose on Lebanon if current trends in 
GHG emissions continue. Moreover, as global GHG emissions endure, the likelihood that they 
will accelerate changes in climate and initiate irreversible changes in ecosystems and social 
systems will increase. Hence, the degree of understatement will likely grow larger as GHG 
emissions continue over time. 

Some of the potential costs, especially in the near term, may not actually materialize, as projected 
as households, businesses, and communities may take steps to mitigate or offset them. As 
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higher temperatures reduce food production, for example, the prices of some foodstuffs would 
likely rise and stimulate actions to develop replacement, drought-tolerant crops. The analysis 
in Sections 3 and 4, however, describe the potential costs if such steps are not taken or are not 
effective. 
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This section illustrates the overall economic costs that climate change might impose on 
Lebanon’s families, businesses, communities, and government over the next several decades 
if recent trends in global GHG emissions continue. It sets the stage for the analyses in Section 
4, which illustrate the potential disaggregated costs associated with several, distinct ways in 
which climate change might affect Lebanon’s workers, households, businesses, communities, 
and ecosystem (cost of impact on water resources, agriculture, tourism, etc.).

The section presents 4 analyses. They look from different perspectives at the total costs climate 
change might impose on Lebanon:

1. The total costs that Lebanon might experience in 2020, 2040, and 2080 from the 
cumulative effects of global GHG emissions between 2015 and each of those years. 

2. The costs from single-year emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080. 
3. The extent to which costs could be avoided if nations around the world acted soon to 

rein-in global GHG emissions. It compares costs expected under the IPCC’s lowest-
emissions scenario, RCP2.6, against the highest-emissions scenario, RCP8.5.

4. The potential distribution of costs among different groups within Lebanon. It distinguishes 
among the costs to urban, rural farm, and rural nonfarm households. Within each group, 
it distinguishes among the costs to households with different levels of income.

Description

This analysis calculates the costs Lebanon might experience in 2020, 2040, and 2080 from the 
cumulative effects of GHG emissions between 2015 and each of those years. It recognizes that, 
once emitted into the atmosphere, CO2 and other GHGs will change the climate and impose 
economic costs on Lebanon for decades, perhaps hundreds of years. The changes in climate—
and accompanying costs—from each year’s emissions will build atop the effects of emissions 
from previous years, including years prior to 2015. 

The analysis considers two major categories of potential costs. One is the reduction in Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) that would occur as changes in climate reduce the rate of Lebanon’s 
economic growth. The other is the economic damage that would materialize each year through 
climate-related changes in net agricultural productivity, human health, the impacts of floods and 
storms on property, the value of services derived from Lebanon’s ecosystems, etc. 

Results

Table 1 shows the potential costs Lebanon might experience from the cumulative effects of 
global GHG emissions if recent trends continue through 2020, 2040, and 2080. Emissions 
between 2015 and 2020 would impose direct damage costs from drought, etc. of about USD 
320 million and cause Lebanon’s GDP to be about USD 1,600 million (equivalent to USD 1.6), or 
3%, smaller in 2020 than it otherwise would be. The forgone GDP would be about USD 14,100 
million (14%) in 2040, and USD 115,700 million (32%) in 2080.

3. The overall economic costs that future global GHG emissions might impose on Lebanon

3.1. Potential costs from cumulative global GHG emissions
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The total cost, USD 1,900 million, in 2020 would be equivalent to about USD 1,500 per household, 
on average. The government would bear about USD 610 million of the total cost if it were to 
maintain its current general role in the economy. The overall cost resulting from global GHG 
emissions between 2015 and 2040, and between 2015 and 2080, would total USD 16,900 million 
in 2040 and USD 138,900 million in 2080.

These numbers suggest that the average cost per household would likely exceed average 
household annual earnings soon, which currently are about USD 12,0002, with many households 
becoming impoverished. If the government were to maintain its current general role in the 
economy, its share of the overall costs would total about USD 610 million in 2020, USD 5,400 
million in 2040, and USD 44,300 million in 2080. These costs could represent sizeable portions 
of government’s budgets, insofar as its 2012 expenditures were about USD 72,000 million 
(Ministry of Finance, 2013; p. 3). The actual budgetary impact of climate change on government 
could be higher, especially if it accepts new responsibilities for addressing needs associated 
with the anticipated increases in household poverty.

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis first calculates the forgone GDP in 2020, 2040, and 2080 that would result from 
the cumulative effects of future global GHG emissions, if recent trends in emissions continue. 
The calculation draws on Moore and Diaz (2015), which finds that, if unchecked, global GHG 
emissions would reduce the growth of GDP from 3.2% to 2.6% through the remainder of this  
century in countries unable to respond to major extreme events with no discernible negative 
effect on GDP. 

The analysis then calculates the direct damage that would materialize in each of the three years, 
building on a comparison of Interagency Working Group on Social Cost of Carbon (2015) with 

2020 2040 2080
Direct annual damage from drought, etc. in 
Lebanon (millions) USD 320 USD 2,800 USD 23,200

Forgone GDP in Lebanon (millions) USD 1,600 USD 14,100 USD 115,700

Percentage reduction in GDP 3% 14% 32%

Total cost to Lebanon (millions) USD 1,900a USD 16,900 USD 138,900

Average cost per household in Lebanon USD 1,500 USD 13,100 USD 107,200

Government’s share (millions)  USD 610 USD 5,400 USD 44,300

Table 1: Potential costs for Lebanon from the cumulative effects of global GHG emissions, 2015–2020, –2040, 
and –2080 (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

a Because of rounding, the total, USD 1,900 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 320 million and USD 1,600 million.

2  Average earnings per household calculated by dividing workers’ total earnings by the number of households. Total 2010 earnings = annual 
earnings per worker times total employment = USD 10,500 per worker x 1,300,000 workers = USD 14,000 million (Robalino and Haneed, 2012, 
and Alloush et al., 2013; adjusted to 2015 USD). Number of households in 2010 = population / persons per household = 5.0 million ÷ 4.23 = 1.2. 
(Population from Ministry of Environment (2015), household size from Central Administration of Statistics (2015a)). Earnings per household = 
total earnings ÷ number of households = USD 14,000 million ÷ 1.2 million households = USD 12,000 per household. 
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Moore and Diaz (2015). The former summarizes recent literature regarding the models widely 
used to describe the economic costs of climate change. These models typically have captured 
the transient (annual) damage of climate change, but assumed this annual damage would have 
no long-term effects on the economy. Moore and Diaz (2015) represents an important landmark 
effort to capture the long-term reduction in GDP growth stemming from the effects of climate 
change on the productivity of labor and capital.

Finally, the analysis calculates the total costs, average cost per household, and government’s 
share of the costs. The calculations involve these steps:

Step 1. Calculate the forgone GDP in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Begin with Lebanon’s 
estimated 2014 GDP, USD 45,730 million (World Bank, 2015c). Estimate GDP in 
2020, 2040, and 2080 under two scenarios regarding annual GDP growth: one 
assumes 3.2% and the other assumes 2.6%. The difference between the two 
represents the forgone GDP resulting from the cumulative effects of global GHG 
emissions in future years. Table 1 shows the results: USD 1,600 million in 2020, 
USD 14,100 million in 2040, and USD 115,700 million in 2080.

Step 2. Calculate the direct annual damage in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Assume that the 
direct damage in each year would be about one-fifth as large as the forgone GDP, 
based on comparison of Moore and Diaz (2015) with Interagency Working Group 
on Social Cost of Carbon (2015). Table 1 shows the results.

Step 3. Calculate total cost per year in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Add the forgone-GDP costs 
to the direct-damage cost to yield the total cost. Table 1 shows the results.

Step 4. Calculate the average cost per household. Annex II shows the calculation of the 
future number of households: 1.3 million in 2020, 1.4 million in 2040, and 1.4 
million in 2080. Divide each year’s total costs by number of households to yield 
the average cost per household. Table 1 shows the results.

Step 5. Calculate the government’s share of the total cost. Assume government’s share 
of the costs would be 32%, which is the ratio between its expenditures and GDP 
(Ministry of Finance, 2013: p. 3). Table 1 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 1. It seems reasonable, 
however, to conclude that the actual costs likely would be higher. The two economic studies 
that form the foundation for this analysis, Interagency Working Group, (2015) and Moore 
and Diaz (2015), capture only a portion of the impacts of hotter temperatures and changes 
in precipitation on economic output. More recent research (Burke, Hsiang, and Miguel 2015) 
concludes that anticipated increases in climate warming will yield costs perhaps 100 times 
larger than indicated by prior estimates, with the largest costs occurring in regions, such as the 
Middle East, that already experience high temperatures. Researchers have not yet reconciled 
these different studies. The findings reported by (Burke, Hsiang, and Miguel 2015) suggest, 
however, that the actual reduction in GDP might be substantially larger than those derived from 
Interagency Working Group, (2015) and Moore and Diaz (2015).

Moreover, this analysis does not capture the persistent effects of global GHG emissions before 
2015 (Solomon, 2010). It also does not capture the costs that economists have not yet reliably 
modeled. These include, but are not limited to, the costs associated with the effects of CO2 
emissions on ocean acidification (Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 2014), 
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or the costs that might materialize if global GHG emissions trigger catastrophic local, regional, 
or global outcomes (King et al., 2015). 

Combined, these studies suggest that, if current trends continue, global GHG emissions likely 
would impose costs on Lebanon much larger than those shown in Table 1.

Description

This analysis considers the costs of global GHG emissions from a different perspective. Rather 
than describing the costs resulting from the cumulative effects on climate of all future emissions 
through 2020, 2040, and 2080, it looks at the costs that would result from the annual emissions 
in each of these years.

Consistent with the analysis in the preceding section, this analysis considers two types of costs. 
One is the direct economic damage that would materialize as these emissions contribute to 
future extreme weather events and other changes in climate that would destroy crops, impose 
heat stress on workers, etc. The other is the forgone GDP that would materialize as the economic 
damage reduces growth in the economy’s ability to produce goods and services for consumers 
and income for workers and property owners. The indicated cost for each year is a single 
number equivalent in value to the stream of costs that would materialize in subsequent years 
as a result of that year’s GHG emissions. Called the present value, this number is calculated 
using a process called discounting, through which the value of a cost some years in the future 
is reduced for each of those years by an annual discount rate. This analysis uses a discount 
rate of 3% per year, reflecting the core analysis of Interagency Working Group on Social Cost of 
Carbon (2015).

Results

The numbers in Table 2 represent the costs that the annual global GHG emissions in 2020, 2040, 
and 2080 potentially would impose on Lebanon under the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario, 
RCP8.5.

The analysis suggests that, if current trends continue, annual GHG emissions in 2020 would 
impose costs on Lebanon totaling USD 21,200 million. Of this total, about USD 17,600 million, 
would materialize as the climate change slows growth in GDP. The direct, annual economic 
damage from droughts, storms, heat waves, diseases, etc. would be smaller, about USD 3,600 
million. Costs resulting from annual global emissions in 2040 and 2080 would total USD 80,700 
million, and USD 1,009,700 million, respectively, with forgone GDP accelerating faster than direct 
damage costs. Dividing by the estimated number of households in each year indicates annual 
global emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080 would impose costs per household, on average, of 
USD 16,400, USD 57,300, and USD 721,900, respectively. The present value of the costs borne 
by government would total USD 6,800 million for emissions in 2020, USD 25,800 million for 
emissions in 2040, and USD 322,000 million for emissions in 2080.

3.2. Potential costs from annual global GHG emissions 
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Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis calculates first the total global economic costs that would result from global GHG 
emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080, and then the share of the global total that would materialize 
in Lebanon. The calculation involves these steps:

Step 1. Estimate the additional tonnes of GHGs (CO2-equivalent) that would be emitted 
in 2020, 2040, and 2080 under RCP8.5.3  Results, in billion tonnes CO2-equivalent 
per year: 25 in 2020, 66 in 2040, and 162 in 2080.

Step 2. Estimate the present value of the global economic cost that would materialize in 
subsequent years per tonne of annual global GHG emissions in 2020, 2040, and 
2080. Present value is measured in the year of emissions, i.e., 2020, 2040, or 
2080. That is, a cost shown for 2020 represents the present value in 2020 of all 
the costs that would materialize, in subsequent years, from GHG emissions in that 
year. To facilitate comparison among 2020, 2040, and 2080, all costs are shown 
in 2015 USD. 
- Apply estimates of economic damage per tonne of expected CO2-equivalent 

emissions (Interagency Working Group on Social Cost of Carbon, 2015), 
adjusted to 2015 USD: USD 69 in 2020, USD 176 in 2040, and USD 947 in 
2080. 

- Apply estimates of the global reduction in GDP per tonne of expected CO2-
equivalent emissions using results derived from Moore and Diaz (2015) 
and Moore (2015): USD 335 in 2020, USD 1,080 in 2040, and USD 8,480 in 
2080.4

Step 3. Calculate the total present value of the global costs of future annual emissions. 
Multiply the tonnage of annual global GHG emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080 
times the cost per tonne for economic damage and reduced economic growth. 

2020 2040 2080

Potential costs if global emissions follow the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario (RCP8.5)
Direct annual damage from drought, etc. in 
Lebanon (millions) USD 3,600 USD 11,300 USD 101,500

Forgone GDP in Lebanon (millions) USD 17,600 USD 69,400 USD 908,200

Total cost to Lebanon (millions) USD 21,200 USD 80,700 USD 1,009,700

Average cost per household in Lebanon USD 16,400 USD 57,300 USD 721,900

Government’s share (millions)  USD 6,800 USD 25,800 USD 322,000

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

 3 Emissions of CO2, CH4, and N2O come from IPCC (2013a). Emissions of CH4 and N2O converted to their CO2-equivalent based on global warm-
ing potentials reported by Myhre et al. (2013). 
 4 Moore and Diaz (2015) finds that, under a business-as-usual scenario, climate change likely would reduce the average annual growth rate from 
3.2% to 2.6% in regions that lack the economic and institutional strength to recover from extreme events with no discernible negative effect on 
GDP. Values for emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080 estimated by subtracting economic damage cost per tonne CO2-e from estimates of the 
total cost (Moore 2015). Values in 2007 USD adjusted to 2015 USD with the personal consumption expenditures index from St. Louis Federal 
Reserve Bank (2015).

Table 2: Present value of economic costs that global GHG emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080 would impose on 
Lebanon under the highest-emissions scenario, RCP8.5 (2015 USD)
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Step 4. Calculate Lebanon’s share of global costs. Assume its share would be 0.06%, 
which is its share of both world population (World Bank, 2015e) and world GDP 
(World Bank, 2015c). Table 2 shows the results.

Step 5. Calculate the average cost per household. Annex III shows the calculation of the 
future number of households: 1.3 million in 2020, 1.4 million in 2040, and 1.4 
million in 2080. Divide each year’s total costs by number of households to yield 
the average cost per household. Table 2 shows the results.

Step 6. Estimate government’s share of the total costs. Assume government’s share 
of the costs would be 32%, which is the ratio between its expenditures and GDP 
(Ministry of Finance, 2013; p. 3). Table 2 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 2. It seems reasonable 
to conclude that this analysis likely understates the overall costs future global GHG emissions 
would impose on Lebanon under the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario. Recently published 
research concludes that anticipated increases in climate warming will yield costs at least 2.5 
times larger—and perhaps 100 times larger—than indicated by prior estimates, with the largest 
costs occurring in regions, such as the Middle East, that already experience high temperatures 
(Burke, Hsiang, and Miguel 2015). These findings suggest that, if current trends continue, global 
GHG emissions would impose costs on Lebanon of at least USD 53,000 million for emissions 
in 2020, USD 201,900 million for emissions in 2040, and USD 2,524,200 million for emissions in 
2080.

Moreover, this analysis does not capture the costs that economists have not yet reliably modeled. 
These include, but are not limited to, the costs associated with the effects of CO2 emissions on 
ocean acidification (Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 2014), or the costs 
that might materialize if global GHG emissions trigger catastrophic local, regional, or global 
outcomes (King et al., 2015).

Note that the values shown in Table 2 represent the present value, in 2020, 2040, and 2080, 
respectively, of all the costs that would materialize in subsequent years from GHG emissions in 
each of those years. As such, they are not directly comparable to results of other analyses that 
show the costs that would materialize only in 2020, 2040, or 2080.

Description

This analysis describes the potential reductions in Lebanon’s economic costs from annual 
global GHG emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080, if emissions follow the IPCC’s lowest-emissions 
scenario, RCP2.6, rather than follow current trends represented by the IPCC’s highest-emissions 
scenario, RCP8.5. 

Results

The numbers in Table 3 represent the costs that annual global GHG emissions in 2020, 2040, 
and 2080 would impose on Lebanon under the IPCC’s lowest-emissions scenario, RCP2.6. 
Most of the costs would materialize through reductions in economic growth, represented as 

3.3. Potential savings if global GHG emissions slow to the IPCC’s lowest-emissions scenario
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forgone GDP, with smaller costs occurring as the GHG emissions lead to increases in economic 
damage from droughts, etc. Under the lowest-emissions scenario, emissions in 2020, 2040, and 
2080 would impose costs of USD 15,000 million, USD 30,000 million, and USD 91,000 million, 
respectively. 

The indicated cost for each year is a single number equivalent in value to the stream of costs 
that would materialize in subsequent years as a result of that year’s GHG emissions. Called 
the present value, this number is calculated using a process called discounting, through which 
the value of a cost some years in the future is reduced for each of those years by an annual 
discount rate. This analysis uses a discount rate of 3% per year, reflecting the core analysis of 
Interagency Working Group on Social Cost of Carbon (2015).

Table 3 also shows the potential savings, relative to the expected costs (described in sub-
section 3.2) under the highest-emission scenario, RCP8.5. The analysis suggests that taking 
appropriate actions to rein-in global emissions of greenhouse gases would potentially yield 
savings for Lebanon of USD 6,000 million in 2020, USD 49,900 million in 2040, and USD 918,400 
million in 2080. These amounts represent average savings per household of USD 4,700, USD 
35,500, and USD 656,600, respectively. If the government were to maintain its current general 
role in the economy, it would realize savings of USD 1,900 million, USD 15,900 million, and USD 
292,900 million respectively. 

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis applies the analytical process used in sub-section 3.2 to estimate what Lebanon’s 
costs would be if emissions follow the path of RCP2.6. It then compares these costs to those 
under RCP8.5, reported in the preceding section. The difference in costs represents the economic 

2020 2040 2080

Potential costs if global emissions follow the IPCC’s lowest-emissions scenario (RCP2.6)
Direct annual damage from drought, etc. in 
Lebanon (millions) USD 2,600 USD 4,300 USD 9,200

Forgone GDP in Lebanon (millions) USD 12,600 USD 26,500 USD 82,100

Total cost to Lebanon (millions) USD 15,200 USD 30,800 USD 91,300

Average per household  in Lebanon USD 11,700 USD 21,900 USD 65,200

Government’s share (millions) USD 4,800 USD 9,800 USD 29,100

Potential savings from reducing global emissions to the lowest-emissions scenario
Percentage of costs under RCP8.5 72% 38% 9%

Potential savings to Lebanon (millions) USD 6,000 USD 49,900 USD 918,400

Average per household in Lebanon USD 4,700 USD 35,500 USD 656,600

Government’s share (millions) USD 1,900 USD 15,900 USD 292,900

Table 3: Present value of economic costs that global GHG emissions in 2020, 2040, and 2080 would impose on 
Lebanon under the lowest-emissions scenario, RCP2.6, and potential savings relative to the highest-emissions 
scenario, RCP8.5 (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
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savings Lebanon would potentially realize if it and other nations act quickly and aggressively to 
rein-in global GHG emissions.

Discussion

The actual savings from curtailing global GHG emissions might be higher or lower than those 
shown in Table 3. All else equal, however, it seems reasonable to conclude that the savings 
would be greater, insofar as the two scenarios do not capture all the potential costs global GHG 
emissions would impose on Lebanon. 

Note that the values shown in Table 3 represent the present value, in 2020, 2040, and 2080, 
respectively, of all the costs that would materialize in subsequent years from GHG emissions in 
each of those years. As such, they are not directly comparable to results of other analyses that 
show the costs that would materialize only in 2020, 2040, or 2080.

Description

This analysis describes the extent to which climate-related costs would affect the incomes of 
different groups within Lebanon. Specifically, it shows the potential percentage reduction, relative 
to 2010, in average income per household for urban, rural nonfarm, and rural farm households. It 
also describes, for each group, the percentage reduction in income for households with different 
levels of income, represented by income quintile. 

Results

The numbers in Table 4 show the percentage reductions in average household income, relative 
to 2010, that would occur in 2020, 2040, and 2080 because of anticipated changes in climate. 
They embody an assumption that the findings from an assessment by Verner and Breisinger 
(2013; p. 44) of the potential impacts of climate change on household incomes in Syria apply 
to households in Lebanon. These findings reflect one of the medium-emissions scenarios, A1B, 
developed by the IPCC before it developed the RCP scenarios. Hence, if human-caused GHG 
emissions follow the path underlying IPCC’s highest-emission scenario, RCP8.5, households 
likely would experience larger reductions in income than those shown in Table 4. 

The top row of Table 4 indicates that, if current trends in global GHG emissions continue, the 
resulting changes in climate would reduce the average income in 2020 of the highest quintile 
of urban households by an amount equal to about 12%. The bottom row of the third section of 
Table 4 indicates that anticipated changes in climate would reduce the average income of the 
lowest quintile of rural nonfarm households equal to about 24% of the 2010 income by 2020, 
56% by 2040, and 86% by 2080. Other households fall between the two extremes indicated by 
the top line and the bottom row of the third section.

The bottom section shows the potential monetary reductions in income, by quintile, for Lebanon 
as a whole. The top row of this section indicates that, if current trends in global GHG emissions 
continue, the resulting changes in climate would reduce the average income in 2020 of the 
highest quintile of all households by about USD 14,400, relative to 2010. By 2040 and 2080, the 
reductions for this quintile would grow to USD 37,200 and USD 65,700, respectively. The bottom 
row of this section shows that, for the lowest-income quintile, the potential changes in climate 

3.4. Potential costs borne by rural and urban households with different levels of income
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would reduce the mean household income by USD 3,900 in 2020, USD 9,300 in 2040, and USD 
14,600 in 2080, relative to 2010.

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume that projections, from Verner and Breisinger (2013; p. 44), of the average 
annual percentage reduction, from 2010 to 2050, in household income for Syria 
apply to Lebanon for reductions from 2010 to 2020, 2040, and 2080. 

Step 2. Calculate, for each group and quintile, the cumulative percentage reduction in 
household income by 2020, 2040, and 2080. Table 4 shows the results.

Step 3. Calculate, for all households and by income quintile, the mean monetary reduction 
in household income by 2020, 2040, and 2080.

- Calculate the mean household income in Lebanon. Assume mean annual gross national 
income per capita in Lebanon in 2010 was about USD 8,500 (World Bank, 2015d, 
adjusted to 2015 USD). Assume 4.23 persons per household (see Annex II for description 
of household size). Result: USD 35,800 per household.

- Assume that the distribution of income, by quintile, resembles the distribution of 
consumption expenditures (El-Laithy, Abu-Ismail, and Kamal Hamdan, 2008). Result: 8% 
of gross national income for quintile 1 (lowest income), 13% for quintile 2, 16% for quintile 
3, 24% for quintile 4, and 44% for quintile 5 (highest income). [Note: percentages do not 
sum to 100% because of rounding.] 

- Calculate the mean income per household for each quintile. Result: USD 17,900 for 
quintile 1 (lowest income), USD 29,100 for quintile 2, USD 35,800 for quintile 3, 
USD 53,800 for quintile 4, and USD 98,600 for quintile 5.

- Assume that the reduction in annual income because of climate change for each 
quintile in Lebanon as a whole is the average for urban, rural-farm, and rural non-
farm households.

- Calculate the reduction in annual income for each quintile from 2010 to 2020, 2040, 
and 2080. Multiply the mean income for each quintile times the arithmetic mean 
of the percentage reduction in income (urban, rural farm, and rural nonfarm) for 
the quintile. Table 4 shows the results.

Discussion 

Actual percentage and monetary reductions in income may be higher or lower than those shown 
in Table 4. The numbers in Table 4 illustrate some general patterns. Urban households generally 
would experience smaller percentage reductions in income, followed by rural farm households 
and rural nonfarm households. For each group, households with the lowest incomes would 
experience the largest percentage reductions, and those with higher incomes would experience 
smaller reductions. These patterns reflect expectations that urban households and high-income 
households generally will have greater resiliency to the effects of climate change. That is, they 
likely would have more opportunities to find replacement jobs and sources of income if they 
suffer a climate-related disruption of existing jobs. Similarly, rural farm households likely would 
have greater resiliency than rural nonfarm households insofar as higher crop prices resulting 
from climate change would boost their incomes and somewhat offset other impacts of climate 
change. 
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Year of emissions 2020 2040 2080

Urban households, percentage reductions by income quintile
5 (highest income) 12% 32% 60%

4 16% 40% 69%

3 17% 43% 73%

2 18% 45% 75%

1 (lowest income) 20% 49% 80%

Rural farm households, percentage reductions by income quintile
5 (highest income) 16% 41% 71%

4 19% 46% 77%

3 18% 45% 75%

2 18% 45% 75%

1 (lowest income) 20% 49% 80%

Rural nonfarm households, percentage reductions by income quintile
5 (highest income) 16% 40% 69%

4 20% 49% 80%

3 20% 49% 80%

2 21% 51% 81%

1 (lowest income) 24% 56% 86%

All households, monetary reductions by income quintilea

5 (highest income) USD 14,400 USD 37,200 USD 65,700

4 USD 9,800 USD 24,300 USD 40,400

3 USD 6,600 USD 16,400 USD 27,200

2 USD 5,500 USD 13,600 USD 22,400

1 (lowest income) USD 3,900 USD 9,300 USD 14,600

Table 4: Percentage reductions, relative to 2010, in average Lebanese household income for urban, rural farm, and 
rural nonfarm households, by income quintile, 2020, 2040, and 2080

a Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
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This section presents illustrative calculations of several types of economic costs that climate 
change might impose on different segments of Lebanon’s economy and society in 2020, 2040, 
and 2080. Participants in a stakeholder consultation workshop in Beirut on 19 March 2015 
separated into three groups, discussed different types of potential costs, and ranked their 
analytical priorities, as shown in Table 5. See Annex I for a list of the participants and affiliated 
institutions. The priorities generally reflect the participants’ awareness of different ways in 
which climate change might impose costs on Lebanon based on their expertise, knowledge of 
information about their potential economic importance, and perceptions of the public’s concern. 

4. Costs that climate change might impose on segments of Lebanon’s economy and society

High priority Medium priority Low priority

Group 1

Water (availability and quality)
Energy (increased demand for 
heating and cooling, reduced 
hydropower)

Animal production

Flooding Public health
Biodiversity (loss of species and 
ecosystem services, erosion, 
tourism)

Social impacts (rural livelihoods, 
conflict migration, poverty, 
economic growth)

Infrastructure (energy, coastal, 
buildings, transportation) --

Agriculture (crop production) -- --

Group 2

Agriculture (crop production, loss 
of arable land)

Infrastructure (transportation, 
urban, new technologies, 
maintenance costs)

Public health (vector-borne 
diseases, heat waves, air pollution)

Water (cost of storage, pollution, 
falling water tables)

Energy (reduced hydropower, more 
demand for heating and cooling) --

Ecosystem impacts 
(desertification, loss of biodiversity, 
loss of snow)

-- --

Social impacts (rural-urban 
migration, security problems) -- --

Group 3

Tourism (summer and winter, ski 
season, sandy beaches, water 
needs, forest fires)

Sea level rise Energy (hydropower supplies)

Water (scarcity) Biodiversity --

Agriculture (rainfed, irrigation 
costs, labor costs) Forest fires --

-- Energy (increased demand in peak 
season) --

Table 5: Priorities for cost analysis recommended by stakeholder groups

Source | stakeholder meeting, 19 March 2015.
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Beginning with this set of priorities, a subsequent review of the readily available, relevant 
information determined there is sufficient information to describe the potential costs to Lebanon 
from the potential impacts of climate change on:

1. Agriculture and food consumption
2. Water
3. Natural disasters
4. Tourism

If global GHG emissions continue current trends, the resulting changes in climate would impose 
costs on Lebanon by reducing the productivity of farms, and by increasing the prices households 
pay for food. The following analyses describe: 

1. Economy-wide costs associated with climate-related reductions in overall agricultural 
production.

2. Costs to producers from reductions in the production of wheat and maize.
3. Costs to the coastal fishing industry and aquaculture producers from reductions in fish 

harvest.
4. Costs to consumers from increases in the global price of food.

Description

Anticipated changes in climate would reduce Lebanon’s agricultural production by raising 
ambient temperatures and reducing precipitation to levels harmful to both crops and livestock. 
Further impacts on production might occur through the impacts of more severe storms and 
floods, and the effects of climate-related spreading of diseases and pests.

Results

Table 6 shows the economic costs that would materialize in 2020, 2040, and 2080 as changes in 
climate increasingly reduce agricultural output below what would otherwise occur. The estimated 
costs derive from Haddad et al. (2014), which modeled changes in agricultural production and 
their ripple-effects through the overall economy. The projections focus on the effects of climate 
change on five main crop types: cereals; fruit trees; olives; industrial crops, such as sugar beets5  

and tobacco; and vegetables, such as potatoes (a strategic crop).

In 2020, the value of farm production would fall about USD 80 million below the level that would 
occur without the anticipated changes in climate. This reduction would ripple through the 
economy, with the manufacturing and services sectors, combined, experiencing a reduction in 

5. Electricity
6. Human health
7. Society
8. Ecosystems

4.1. Costs from impacts of climate change on agriculture and food consumption

4.1.1. Reductions in Lebanon’s overall agricultural production

5 Although Lebanon does not currently produce sugar beets, this analysis takes them into consideration because they were included in the data 
underlying Haddad et al. (2014), which serves as the basis for the analysis.
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production of about USD 220 million. The overall reduction in GDP would total USD 300 million. Of 
this total reduction in GDP, USD 16 million would materialize as reductions in funds available for 
general spending on government programs. Reductions in economic activity—in agriculture and 
other sectors—would lead to reductions in household incomes. As a consequence, household 
consumption of food and other goods and services would fall throughout Lebanon by about USD 
170 million, or USD 130 per household on average. Exports, primarily of agricultural products, 
would fall by USD 72 million; imports would increase by USD 10 million; and economy-wide 
investment would fall by USD 47 million. The total reduction in GDP from anticipated effects of 
climate change on Lebanon’s agricultural sector would equal about USD 860 million in 2040, 
and USD 2,300 million in 2080.

Figure 4 shows the components of the reduction in GDP in 2020 from two perspectives. The 
left graph shows the reductions in output in the agriculture, manufacturing, and service sectors. 
The right graph shows the reduction in expenditures by households, government, net exports 
(exports minus imports) and investment.

Year 2020 2040 2080
Costs per year to crop and livestock producers in Lebanon 
(millions) USD 80 USD 180 USD 480

Costs per year to manufacturing and service sectors in 
Lebanon (millions) USD 220 USD 690 USD 1,900

Total costs (reduction in GDP) per year in Lebanon (millions) USD 300 USD 860a USD 2,300b

Reduced government expenditure in Lebanon (millions) USD 16 USD 30 USD 80

Reduced household consumption in Lebanon (millions) USD 170 USD 370 USD 1,000

Reduced consumption per household in Lebanon USD 130 USD 260 USD 720

Reduced exports per year in Lebanon (millions) USD 72 USD 160 USD 430

Increased imports per year in Lebanon (millions) USD 10 USD 5 USD 14

Reduced investment per year in Lebanon (millions) USD 47 USD 300 USD 810

Table 6: Potential economic costs per year from climate-related reduction in Lebanon’s agricultural output (2015 
USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

a Because of rounding, the total, USD 860 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 180 million and USD 690 million. 
b Because of rounding, the total, USD 2,300 million, differs slightly from the sum of USD 480 million and USD 1,900 million.
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Figure 4. Components of the 2020 reduction in GDP, by sector of the economy and by expenditure category

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis assumes the findings from Haddad, et al. (2014) provide a reasonable 
representation of the impacts on Lebanon’s agricultural sector that would materialize under the 
highest-emissions scenario represented by the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario, RCP8.5. The 
study estimates the potential reduction in the value of Lebanon’s agricultural output every five 
years from 2010 to 2030 under expectations that combine the scenarios described in Lebanon’s 
Second National Communication (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011) and more recent projections from 
IPCC (2013a). Specific assumptions from the Second National Communication (SNC) that are 
embedded in Haddad et al. (2014) include expectations that, relative to the present:

- Average annual temperatures will increase by about 1°C on the coast and 2°C in the 
mainland by 2040, and by about 3.5°C and 5°C, respectively, by 2090. 

- Average annual precipitation will decrease by 10-20% by 2040 and by 25-45% by the year 
2090. This decrease will affect the availability of water for irrigation.

- Temperature and precipitation extremes will intensify. 
- Throughout Lebanon, drought periods will become 9 days longer by 2040 and 18 days 

longer by 2090.

Haddad, et al. (2014) projects reductions in the value of agricultural production, relative to what 
would occur without the anticipated changes in climate. It then traces the impacts through the 
overall economy, as reduced farm production leads to lower income for farmers, who spend 
less on products from other sectors. It also tabulates the effects on government expenditures, 
investments, exports and imports, and household consumption. These effects would accumulate 
and intensify over time.
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Calculation of the potential economic cost associated with the anticipated reduction in 
Lebanon’s agricultural production resulting from GHG emissions under the high-emissions 
scenario involves these steps:

Step 1. Calculate the value of lost agricultural production. Employ directly the findings 
from Haddad, et al. (2014) for 2020, and extrapolate the findings for 2030 to 
estimate the effects of lost production in 2040 and 2080. Convert the estimates, 
measured in 2010 LBP, to 2010 USD using PPP currency conversion factors 
from World Bank (2015a), and to 2015 USD using the personal consumption 
expenditures index from U.S. Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis (2015).Table 6 
shows the results.

Step 2. Calculate the costs to the manufacturing and service sectors. Use findings from 
Haddad et al. (2014) to estimate the costs in 2020. Project GDP in 2040 and 
2080 assuming that the 2010-2030 will grow 2.52% annually6, the average annual 
growth rate reported by Haddad et al. (2014). Assume that the 2030 ratio of each 
sector’s loss to GDP will remain unchanged in 2040 and 2080. Calculate the costs 
in each sector in 2040 and 2080 by multiplying this ratio times the projected GDP 
in those years, respectively. Table 6 shows the results.

Step 3. Calculate the total cost (reduction in GDP). Add the value of lost agricultural 
production plus the costs to the manufacturing and service sectors. Table 6 
shows the results.

Step 4. Calculate the impacts on each activity. Use findings from Haddad et al. (2014) to 
estimate the costs in 2020. Assume that the 2030 ratio of the impact on each 
sector to GDP will remain unchanged in 2040 and 2080. Calculate the impact on 
each sector in 2040 and 2080 by multiplying this ratio times the projected GDP in 
those years, respectively. Table 6 shows the results.

Step 5. Calculate the per-household reduction in consumption. Divide the total reduction 
in household consumption by the number of households. Annex II shows the 
calculation of the future number of households: 1.3 million in 2020, 1.4 million in 
2040, and 1.4 million in 2080.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 6. They might be higher, 
for example, if changes in temperature and precipitation were to occur, or to reduce agricultural 
production, more quickly than expected. Conversely, actual costs might be lower if farmers 
were to develop replacement crops resistant to these changes in climate. Some farmers have 
already undertaken steps to adapt to hotter and drier growing conditions by increasing the area 
of unirrigated vineyards, shifting from citrus to banana production, and shifting from sugar-beet 
production to the production of crops that require less water.

Reductions in agricultural production would reduce the net incomes of farmers, farmworkers, 
and those associated with related businesses. Costs directly linked to climate-related reductions 
in agricultural output would affect rural households most directly and deeply. Urban households 

6 This assumed growth rate does not take into consideration the effect of political instability and social unrest that might affect GDP growth.
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would also be affected, insofar as they remain economically integrated with rural family relatives, 
pay more for locally produced food as it becomes more scarce, or see jobs disappear as urban 
businesses that handle farm products cut back as rural farm production dwindles. 

Description

MoE/UNDP/GEF (2011) concludes that changes in temperature and rainfall will decrease 
productivity of lands currently used to produce most crops and fruit trees—especially wheat, 
cherries, tomatoes, apples, and olives—and may affect the quality of grapes. This analysis 
presents the anticipated reductions in Lebanon’s production of wheat and maize. The focus 
on these two crops reflects the availability of data from relevant modeling of the anticipated 
effects of higher ambient temperature on irrigated lands and of higher ambient temperature and 
lower precipitation on unirrigated lands. Due to lack of relevant information, no cost has been 
estimated on the impacts of climate change on fruit trees, which represent more than half of 
Lebanon’s agriculture area.

Results

The numbers in Table 7 rest on the results of modeling conducted by IFPRI (2009) for the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) region. The modeling compared production expected under one of 
the GHG emissions scenarios, A2, developed by the IPCC before it developed the RCP scenarios, 
relative to a scenario that assumes continuation of climate conditions that prevailed in 2000. 
Under this scenario, GHG emissions would grow more slowly than under RCP8.5. Hence, if 
human-caused GHG emissions follow the path underlying IPCC’s highest-emission scenario, 
RCP8.5, households likely would experience larger reductions in income than those shown in 
Table 7.

The comparison shows the reductions in crop production intensify over time as temperatures 
increase and precipitation decreases. Maize is expected to experience the largest reductions: 
23% in 2020, 40% in 2040, and 64% in 2080. Wheat would decline by 8% in 2020, 16% in 2040, 
and 30% in 2080. Insofar as the changes in climate under the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario, 
RCP8.5, would be greater, so too would be the percentage reduction in the production of the two 
crops.

4.1.2. Reductions in production of wheat and maize 

Year 2020 2040 2080

Percentage reduction in volume of annual crop production in Lebanon
Wheat 8% 16% 30%

Maize 23% 40% 64%

Value of reduction in value of annual crop production in Lebanon
Wheat (millions) USD 10 USD 17 USD 28

Maize USD 85,000 USD 162,900 USD 299,500

Table 7: Reduction in value of Lebanon’s production of wheat and maize, 2020, 2040, and 2080 (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
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Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis assumes the reductions in production projected by IFPRI (2009) for the MENA 
region provide a reasonable representation of the reductions that would occur in Lebanon. IFPRI 
(2009) projects reductions in 2050, relative to 2000, of 47% and 20% for maize and wheat, 
respectively, relative to the production that would occur without additional changes in climate. 
It also assumes recent global prices—USD 300 per tonne for each grain—provide a reasonable 
representation of the future value of reductions in production, insofar as Lebanon currently 
imports about 80% of the wheat and maize it consumes and, hence, is closely linked to global 
prices (FAO, 2012). Calculation of costs in 2020, 2040, and 2080 involves these steps:

Step 1. Calculate the average annual reduction in production: 0.44% for wheat, and 1.26% 
for maize.

Step 2. Calculate the cumulative reduction in production in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Table 7 
shows the results.

Step 3. Calculate the price of wheat and maize in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Assume the 
inflation adjusted price of wheat and maize will increase 20% between 2005 and 
2050 (Nelson et al., 2014). Assume this change would occur linearly and apply the 
per-year percentage change to the 2015 price, USD 300 per tonne, to calculate 
the price in future years. Result: USD 311 per tonne in 2020, USD 344 per tonne in 
2040, and USD 506 per tonne in 2080.

Step 4. Calculate the reduction in value in 2020, 2040, and 2080 by multiplying the volume 
of the reduction in production times the global price per tonne.  Table 7 shows the 
results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 7. The impacts of climate 
change on wheat and maize production would be larger than indicated if, in the absence of 
climate change, farmers would adopt techniques that would increase their yield. All else equal, 
the value of the reduction in grain production would be greater to the extent that global prices 
increase more than projected. The impacts of climate change on wheat and maize production 
would be smaller than indicated if, absent climate change, Lebanon’s crop production would 
decline for other reasons, such as the encroachment of urban land uses onto farmland. Farmers 
might be able to offset costs stemming from the effects of climate change on wheat and maize 
production by switching to other crops, such as barley,  that are less sensitive to hotter and drier 
growing conditions. This analysis does not distinguish between costs that would be borne by 
the farmers who experience reductions in production and government, which might offset the 
loss through a crop subsidy or other compensation. 

The costs to wheat and maize producers might differ substantially from the costs to other 
agricultural commodities, reflecting differences in the availability of water and other factors of 
production, sensitivity to changes in temperature and precipitation, and markets. 

4.1.3.	 Reductions	in	fish	harvest

Description

Increases in the temperature of inland and coastal waters, along with changes in nutrient flows, 
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will reduce Lebanon’s fish harvest from its aquaculture facilities and coastal fishery. 

Results

The numbers in Table 8 represent the reductions in the value of Lebanon’s fish harvest that 
would occur if the rate of decline projected for 2010–2030 (DARA and Climate Vulnerability 
Forum, 2012) were to extend through 2080. If current trends in GHG emissions continue, and 
fish stocks were unlimited, the costs in Lebanon would total USD 13 million in 2020, USD 93 
million in 2040, and USD 4,500 million in 2080. These costs would soon outstrip the fish stocks, 
however, insofar as the Lebanese coastal harvest is about USD 28 million (Pinello and Dimech, 
2013; p. 31, adjusted to 2015 USD), and annual aquaculture output in Lebanon has a value of 
about USD 4 million (FAO, 2015; p. 2). Hence, Table 8 shows costs hitting a ceiling of USD 32 
million in 2040 and 2080. 

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis assumes DARA and Climate Vulnerability Forum (2012) provides a reasonable 
representation of the climate-related costs (2015 USD) in this sector in 2010 (USD 5 million) and 
2030 (USD 38 million). It then interpolates and extrapolates from these estimates to calculate 
costs in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Calculation of these costs involves these steps:

Step 1. Calculate the average annual increase in lost production between 2010 and 2030. 
Result: about 10%.

Step 2. Calculate the expected cost in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Assume that the average 
annual growth rate for lost production would continue. Results: USD 13 million in 
2020, USD 93 million in 2040, and USD 4,500 million in 2080.

Step 3. Assume costs would not exceed USD 32 million. Table 8 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 8. Costs might be higher, 
for example, if changes in climate reduce fish stocks faster than anticipated. They might be 
smaller, though, if the reductions were to occur more slowly or if other fish species were to move 
into local waters to replace those depleted by climate change. In-migration of species might 
occur, for example, if an increase in sea temperature, coupled with the enlargement of the Suez 
Canal, leads to the introduction from the Red Sea of species that are more adapted to higher 
temperatures. While the impact on marine biodiversity is surely negative, it is difficult to exactly 
assess the economic impact of the decrease in fish stocks caused by climate change.

Year 2020 2040 2080
Value of reduction in fish harvest per year in Lebanon 
(millions) USD 13 USD 32 USD 32

Table 8: Potential costs from climate-related reductions in Lebanon’s fish harvest (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
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4.1.4. Increases in the prices Lebanon’s consumers pay for food because of climate-
related increases in global food prices 

Description

Anticipated changes in global climate are expected to reduce world food supplies and increase 
food prices. Reductions in production would occur in response to increases in ambient 
temperatures, changes in annual and seasonal precipitation, and increases in extreme weather 
events. Higher temperatures would generally reduce growth rates for livestock, and for all crops 
experiencing more than 3°C of local warming, although some crops might show variation in 
effects from lower temperature increases (Porter et al., 2014). The resulting increases in world 
food prices would resonate in Lebanon, increasing costs for Lebanon’s consumers.

Results

Table 9 shows the potential economic cost to Lebanon’s consumers that would materialize as 
global GHG emissions under the highest-emissions scenario increase global food prices relative 
to prices expected with unchanging climate. The average cost per household ranges from USD 
360 in 2020, to USD 3,600 in 2080.

Year 2020 2040 2080
Climate-related increase in food prices 1.6% 12% 44%

Total cost to Lebanese consumers per year (millions) USD 470 USD 1,700a USD 5,000b

Price-induced reduction in food consumption 
(millions) USD 310 USD 340 USD 330

Increase in cost of food that is consumed (millions) USD 160 USD 1,300 USD 4,700

Cost per Lebanese household per year USD 360 USD 1,200 USD 3,600

Table 9: Potential costs to Lebanon’s consumers from climate-related increases in global food prices (2015 USD 
and 2015 LBP)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

a Because of rounding, the total, USD 1,700 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 340 million and USD 1,300 million. 
b Because of rounding, the total, USD 5,000 million, differs slightly from the sum of USD 330 million and USD 4,700 million.

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis assumes that the results from Nelson et al. (2014) reliably estimate the potential 
impacts of climate change on global food prices and that these impacts reflect potential increases 
in consumers’ food costs in Lebanon. That study integrated climate, crop, and economic models 
to assess how global crop production and prices likely would respond from 2005 through 2050 
under the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario, RCP8.5. Lebanon’s households would incur costs 
through two, related mechanisms: higher food prices would cause them to reduce their food 
consumption, and raise the costs of the food they do consume. Calculation of the potential 
economic cost to Lebanon’s households from the anticipated reduction in global agricultural 
production resulting from GHG emissions under a high-emissions scenario involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume that Nelson et al. (2014) reliably estimates the potential impacts of rising 
temperatures on consumers’ food consumption and costs in Lebanon. That study 
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concluded that, under RCP8.5, changes in climate would cause global crop prices 
to increase 20% from 2005 to 2050, and the increase in food prices would cause 
food consumption to drop 3%. 

Step 2. Estimate the global increase in temperature from 2005: 0.15°C in 2020, 1.15°C in 
2040, 1.9°C in 2050, and 4.15°C in 2080. (See Annex II for estimates of temperature.)

Step 3. Calculate the percentage increase in global food prices in 2020, 2040, and 2080. 
Linearly interpolate and extrapolate based on estimated increases in temperature, 
relative to the estimated increase between 2005 and 2050. Table 9 shows the 
results.

Step 4. Estimate what Lebanon’s consumers would pay for food without the effects of 
future climate change. Assume per-person expenditures on food and non-alcoholic 
beverages were LBP 1,586,000 in 2012 (Central Administration of Statistics, 
2015b). Assume this level remains constant so that total expenditures would 
change proportionate to the expected population, 5.5 million in 2020, 6.0 million in 
2040, and 5.9 million in 2080. (See Annex II for estimation of population). Results: 
LBP 8.7 trillion in 2020, LBP 9.5 trillion in 2040, and LBP 9.4 trillion in 2080. Convert 
these amounts to 2012 USD by dividing by 869 LBP/USD (World Bank, 2015a) 
and to 2015 USD using the personal consumption expenditures index (Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis, 2015). Results: USD 10,300 million in 2020, USD 11,300 
million in 2040, and USD 11,100 million in 2080. 

Step 5. Assume the expected increases in prices will reduce food consumption by 3%. 
Table 9 shows the results.

Step 6. Calculate the expected increases in the cost of consumers’ reduced food 
consumption. Multiply the estimated, climate-related percentage increase in 
prices times 97% of the estimated expenditures absent climate change. Table 9 
shows the results.

Step 7. Calculate total cost to consumers by adding the reduction in consumption plus 
the additional cost of the reduced consumption. Table 9 shows the results.

Step 8. Calculate the increase in food costs per household. Divide the overall increase in 
consumers’ food costs by the estimated number of households: 1.3 million in 
2020, 1.4 million in 2040, and 1.4 million in 2080. (See Annex II for estimation of 
population). Table 9 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs from the impacts of climate change on global food prices might be higher 
or lower than those shown in Table 9. Uncertainty about the costs arises largely because this 
analysis lacked sufficient information and resources to account for all the climate-related effects 
on crop production. For example, it overlooks the potentially offsetting effects of increased crop 
production from higher CO2 concentrations and decreased production from increased ozone 
concentrations, increased attacks from pests, and more frequent extreme weather events. There 
are reasons, however, to believe that, overall, the omitted effects will, in actuality, push costs 
higher. Recent research suggests that the higher CO2 concentrations generally will not result 
in the higher crop yields previously anticipated because soils generally will have insufficient 
nutrients to support the higher yields (Weider et al., 2015). Some field research has found that the 
productivity of some crops falls markedly if temperatures surpass some threshold; a warming of 
1°C, for example, might render 40% of the area currently used to grow maize no longer suitable 
for this crop (Potsdam Institute, 2013; p. xviii). An overall assessment of climate-related risks 
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If current trends in global GHG emissions continue, the resulting changes in climate would 
reduce the quantity and quality of Lebanon’s freshwater supplies. These reductions would, 
in turn, impose costs on Lebanon’s households, farms, businesses, communities, and 
government. The costs would materialize in several ways. Some consumers would pay extra to 
secure additional supplies of water for domestic/industrial uses, or to obtain supplies with the 
desired quality characteristics. As changes in climate reduce the stream flows that generate 
hydroelectricity, some consumers would pay extra to secure electricity from other sources. 
Insofar as replacement supplies of water and electricity remain unavailable, consumers would 
experience a loss in wellbeing from their unmet demands. 

The following analyses describe costs associated with climate-related reductions in:

1. Agricultural and domestic/industrial water supply.
2. Water supply for generation of hydroelectricity.

4.2. Costs from impacts of climate on water

4.2.1. Reductions in agricultural and domestic/industrial water supply

Description

Reductions in Lebanon’s water supply would materialize as changes in climate diminish 
the amount of precipitation falling in Lebanon and higher temperatures accelerate 
evapotranspiration. This analysis describes one indicator of the resulting economic cost: the 
cost of securing replacement quantities of water for domestic/industrial uses.

Results

Table 10 shows the potential, climate-related reduction in water supplies in Lebanon from 
anticipated declines in precipitation and increases in evapotranspiration, as well as the costs of 
replacing the lost water. Anticipated changes in climate would reduce the nation’s exploitable 
supplies of water by about 1% in 2020, 8% in 2040, and 29% in 2080 (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011). 
The analysis assumes that, for 2020, the impact of the lost water on supplies available to 
consumers would be offset at a cost of USD 1 per cubic meter. This amount represents the 
cost of investments that would reduce leakage from the water system and improve water 
conservation (adapted from World Bank, 2010; p. 48). For 2040 and 2080, the analysis assumes 
that offsetting the impact of the lost water on supplies available to consumers would require 
investments in wastewater reuse or desalination, at a cost of USD 2 per cubic meter (adapted 
from World Bank, 2010; p. 45). 

The data also show the potential distribution of costs between households and government. 
Households would realize costs by forgoing productive uses of water no longer available and 
through the environmental degradation that would accompany efforts to offset the decline 
in water supplies; government would realize a reduction in revenues and increases in costs. 

to crop production concluded that, “Most of the factors not taken into account in the models 
– and the projections – are likely on balance to have a negative effect” (Porter, Montesino, and 
Semenov, 2015; p. 67).
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Year 2020 2040 2080

Reduction in exploitable water supply per year in Lebanon
Percent 1 8 29

Volume (million cubic meters per year) 20 160 580

Cost per year to replace the lost water in Lebanon
Total (millions) USD 21 USD 320 USD 1,200

Households (millions) USD 12 USD 190 USD 720

Government (millions) USD 8 USD 130 USD 480

Table 10: Climate-related reductions in water supply and costs to replace the lost water in Lebanon (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

The analysis assumes a distribution of costs—60% and 40%, respectively—which reflects the 
current distribution of costs associated with inadequacies in the water system (adapted from 
World Bank, 2010; p. ii) and assumes it would extend into the future. 

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis assumes that Lebanon’s total annual exploitable water supply is 2,000 million 
m3 (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; pp. 7, 9) and that the supply would diminish about 7% per degree 
Celsius increase in temperature from 2010 (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; p. xv). Calculation of the 
potential costs of the reductions in supply involves these steps:

Step 1. Estimate the total climate-related increase in temperature since 2010: 0.15°C 
in 2020, 1.15°C in 2040, and 4.15°C in 2080. (See Annex II for estimation 
of temperature increase.)

Step 2. Calculate the reduction in exploitable water supply. Multiply the change in 
temperature times the 7% reduction in water supplies per degree. Table 10 shows 
the results. 

Step 3. Calculate the cost of replacing the lost water. Assume the cost would be USD 
1 per m3 in 2020, reflecting the estimated cost of reducing leakage in the water 
system and increasing water conservation (World Bank 2010; p. 48, adjusted to 
2015 USD). Assume the replacement cost would be USD 2 per m3 in 2040 and 
2080, reflecting the cost of wastewater reuse (adapted from World Bank 2010; 
p. 45, adjusted to 2015 USD) and desalination (Fichtner, 2011; pp. 6-78 – 6-80). 
Table 10 shows the results.

Step 4. Calculate the distribution, between households and government, of the costs of 
inadequate provision of public water supplies. Assume the current 60:40 
distribution (World Bank 2010; p. ii) would apply in the future. Table 10 shows the 
results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 10. All else equal, costs 
would likely be higher, insofar as insufficient information exists for this analysis to describe 
other potential costs from the impacts of climate change on water, such as these:
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4.2.2. Reductions in water supply for generation of hydroelectricity

Description

Lebanon’s supply of hydroelectricity will diminish as changes in climate declining precipitation 
and rising temperatures reduce the water in rivers available to drive hydropower plants. The 
electricity sector and consumers will incur costs to secure replacement supplies of electricity.

Results

Table 11 shows that the anticipated climate-related reductions in water flows would reduce 
Lebanon’s hydroelectricity generation by 15 gigawatt-hours (GWh) in 2020, 150 GWh in 2040, 
and 540 GWh in 2080. The electricity sector and its customers would incur costs of USD 3 
million in 2020, USD 30 million in 2040, and USD 110 million to obtain replacement electricity 
from other sources. 

Year 2020 2040 2080
Reduction in water flow in Lebanon per year (%) 1 8 29

Reduction in hydroelectricity generation (%) 1 8 29

Reduction in hydroelectricity generation (GWh) 15 150 540

Cost to replace lost electricity per year (millions) USD 3 USD 31 USD 110

Cost per year per household in Lebanon USD 2 USD 31 USD 110

Table 11: Climate-related reduction in hydroelectricity generation and replacement cost in Lebanon (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis assumes that Lebanon’s total annual exploitable water supply is 2,000 million m3 

(MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; pp. 7, 9) and that the supply will diminish about 7% per degree Celsius 
increase in temperature (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; p. xv). Calculation of the potential costs of the 
reductions in supply involve these steps:

Step 1. Assume changes in climate had raised temperature 0.85°C by 2010 and that 
anticipated changes in climate will increase temperatures an additional 0.15°C 
in 2020, 1.15°C in 2040, and 4.15°C in 2080 (See Annex II for estimation of 
temperature increase).

- Climate-related reductions in water quality.
- Climate-related changes in the spatial and temporal distribution of precipitation.

Several factors might intensify the costs of climate-related reductions in water supplies. With 
higher temperatures and tighter water scarcity, for example, the value of each incremental 
reduction in water supplies might increase, perhaps steeply. Greater variability in precipitation, 
temperatures, and evapotranspiration might result in periods and places with extreme 
mismatches between water supply and demand, with severe shortages causing abnormally 
high economic costs. 
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Step 2. Estimate future hydroelectricity generation, absent reductions in stream flow. 
Assume hydroelectricity capacity would increase 3% per year until 2030, under 
the mitigation scenario 2 developed in Lebanon’s SNC (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; 
p. 51), then level off because there would be insufficient stream flows for further 
growth. Assume hydroelectricity generation would increase from 1,025 GWh in 
2010, in parallel with the increase in generating capacity. Results: 1,390 GWh in 
2020, 1,870 GWh in 2040, and 1,870 GWh in 2080. 

Step 3. Calculate the percentage reduction in stream flow and assume that the same 
percentage reductions would occur in electricity generation. Assume stream 
flows would fall 7% per increase of 1°C since the SNC (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; p. 
xv). Table 11 shows the results. 

Step 4. Calculate the cost of replacing the lost electricity. Assume the replacement 
electricity would come from burning heavy fuel oil at a cost of about USD 210,000 
per GWh (adapted from World Bank, 2008; p. 25, adjusted to 2015 USD). Table 11 
shows the results.

Step 5. Calculate the average cost per household. Divide the overall increase in consumers’ 
food costs by the estimated number of households: 1.3 million in 2020, 1.4 million 
in 2040, and 1.4 million in 2080. (See Annex II for estimation of population.) Table 
11 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 11. The actual impact of 
climate change on hydroelectricity production would depend not just on the reduction in stream 
flows but also on the quantity and configuration of the hydroelectric dams. The actual cost of 
replacement supplies of electricity would depend on the type(s) of generation employed. The 
costs of replacement electricity from other sources might rise initially, for example, but then 
decline as new technologies, such as solar, become more efficient. Costs also will be sensitive 
to changes in the supply and prices of natural gas and other fuels. Government likely would 
directly bear the costs of central generating facilities integrated into the grid. Households and 
businesses likely would indirectly bear some of these costs through payments for electricity 
consumed from the grid. They also would directly bear costs of generating replacement supplies 
of electricity from privately-owned generators. 

Description

Lebanon will experience economic costs as anticipated changes in climate cause natural-
resource disasters, such as more severe storms, floods, droughts, wildfires, and outbreaks of 
disease and insects. The costs will materialize in several ways. Direct costs would materialize 
as disasters destroy buildings, homes, equipment, bridges, and other physical capital. Some 
disasters might kill and injure humans, livestock, fish, or wildlife. Most will require clean-up. 
All will divert the attention and efforts of workers, families, businesses, and communities that 
otherwise could have been productive doing other things. Additional costs will materialize as 
affected individuals endure short-term suffering and the long-term effects of anxiety and post-
traumatic stress, reducing the wellbeing and productivity of themselves, their families, and their 
communities.

4.3. Costs from climate-related natural disasters
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Year 2020 2040 2080
Total cost of damage from natural disasters in 
Lebanon (millions) USD 7a USD 36 USD 1,600b

Damage from droughts, floods, landslides, and 
storms (millions) USD 5 USD 35 USD 1,600

Damage related to deaths caused by disasters 
(millions) USD 1 USD 1 USD 1

Table 12: Potential costs to Lebanon from climate-related natural disasters (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
a Because of rounding, the total, USD 7 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 5 million and USD 1 million. 
b Because of rounding, the total, USD 1,600 million, differs slightly from the sum of USD 1,600 million and USD 1 million.

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis calculates the potential economic costs of three types of climate-related natural 
disasters: droughts, floods/landslides, and storms. The calculation involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume the average annual rate of growth between 2010 and 2030 in Lebanon’s 
costs from climate-related natural disasters (DARA and Climate Vulnerability 
Forum, 2012) provides a reasonable basis for calculating the costs in 2020, 2040, 
and 2080. Results: direct costs will continue to grow about 10% annually; mortality 
will remain unchanged, at 1 death per year. 

Step 2. Calculate the costs for 2020, 2040, and 2080. Assume the value per death is USD 
1.35 million (IPCC, 2001, adjusted to 2015 USD). Table 12 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs from climate-related natural disasters might be higher or lower than those 
shown in Table 12. All else equal, however, it seems reasonable to conclude that actual costs likely 
would be higher, insofar as this analysis does not describe all the ways in which these disasters 
would impose costs on Lebanon. For example, these disasters would create psychological 
distress for most of those directly affected and a long-term legacy of post-traumatic stress for 
many (Doppelt, forthcoming), but the currently available information on these effects cannot 
support calculation of the associated economic costs. Other long-term costs of these disasters 
likely would materialize as they diminish education, productivity, and earnings for individuals 
who are children when a disaster strikes (Vivid Economics, 2010).

This analysis does not include the costs from flooding associated with climate-related rise in 
sea levels. These are incorporated into the description of the overall costs of sea-level rise in 
Section 4.7. 

Results

Table 12 shows the potential costs Lebanon would experience from climate-related droughts, 
floods/landslides, and storms, if recent trends in the global GHG emissions continue unabated. 
The costs reflect the value of lost crops, damage to structures, and other damage, as well as the 
value of disaster-related deaths.
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Description

If current trends in global GHG emissions continue, the resulting changes in climate would 
likely reduce the quantity and quality of Lebanon’s natural-resource attractions for tourists. This 
analysis describes the reduction in GDP that might result as changes in climate reduce the 
intrinsic recreational and environmental attractiveness of Lebanon’s coastal areas to domestic 
and international tourists (Bosello and Eboli, 2013). This outcome would materialize as changes 
in climate reduce biodiversity—the number of coastal terrestrial species, especially birds and 
mammals, and the richness of coastal habitat—and the attractiveness of coastal cultural 
heritage sites (Onofri, Nunes, and Bosello, 2013).

Regional analyses representative of Lebanon have found that potential climate-related 
reductions in biodiversity might reduce tourism demand by about 1.4% in 2050 (Bosello and 
Eboli, 2013; p. 7). Reduced tourism spending in coastal areas has ripple effects throughout the 
economy. Some of these effects depress spending in sectors linked to coastal tourism, such 
as transportation and the production of food for international tourists. To some extent, though, 
lower coastal spending might be offset if tourists spend more in other parts of the country.

A search for relevant information found too little to support a reliable analysis of the potential 
effects of climate change on other elements of tourism in Lebanon. This is especially the case 
for the winter tourism industry. General assessments have concluded that anticipated changes 
in climate likely would have mixed impacts on the industry (Burki, Elassser, and Abegg, 2003). 
It would exacerbate uncertainty about the availability of suitable levels of snow at low-elevation 
ski areas, but perhaps increase the attractiveness of existing and proposed ski areas at medium- 
and high-elevation locations. 

A reliable analysis of the overall effects and costs would require an estimate of the quantity and 
the value of winter tourism that would be lost, solely because of climate change, in 2020, 2040, 
and 2080. These data do not seem to be readily available. Existing data describe, at best, the 
number of visitors to ski resorts in past years. They do not provide a reliable baseline estimate 
of the expected number of visitor-days, absent climate change, or of the number of visitor-days 
that would be displaced by anticipated changes in climate. Existing data also do not support 
reliable quantification of the two components of value important to economic analysis: the 
spending per visitor-day, and the extent to which the benefit consumers enjoy per visitor-day 
exceeds what they spend. 

Results

Table 13 shows the potential effect of climate change on GDP if current trends in global GHG 
emissions continue to reduce the terrestrial biodiversity and, hence, attractiveness, of Lebanon’s 
coastal areas. 

4.4. Costs from impacts of climate change on tourism
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Assumptions, data, and calculation

The calculation of the costs associated with potential reductions in coastal tourism because of 
the effects of climate change on biodiversity involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume that Lebanon’s GDP would, on average, grow 3.2% per year, absent the 
effects of global GHG emissions in 2015 and subsequent years (Moore and Diaz, 
2015). Results (2015 USD): 55,000 million in 2020, 160,000 million in 2040, and 
370,000 million in 2080. 

Step 2. Assume that the “Reference Scenario” estimates of the reduction in coastal 
tourism demand and the resulting effects on GDP, estimated for the Middle East 
Region (Bosello and Eboli 2103) provide reasonable estimates applicable to 
Lebanon. Results: reduction in GDP of 0.04% in 2020, 0.15% in 2040, and 0.61% 
in 2080.

Step 3. Calculate the reduction in GDP resulting from the potential reductions in coastal 
tourism because of the effects of climate change on biodiversity. For each year, 
multiply the estimated GDP times the percentage reduction. Table 13 shows the 
results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 13. They might be lower, for 
example, if climate change has greater impacts on coastal biodiversity in other countries, thereby 
improving Lebanon’s relative attractiveness to tourists. They might be higher, for example, if 
global GHG emissions cause sea levels to rise more than indicated by previous research 
(Hansen et al. in review). Higher temperatures resulting from global GHG emissions also might 
reduce the attractiveness of Lebanon’s coastal areas relative to comparable sites further from 
the equator that experience smaller increases in temperature. Potentially negative impacts on 
other components of Lebanon’s tourism sector, a reduction in snow on its mountains in winter, 
also likely would increase the negative impacts on GDP.

Year 2020 2040 2080
Reduction in GDP from fewer tourists in Lebanon’s 
coastal area (millions) USD 22 USD 160 USD 1,800

Table 13: Potential reduction in GDP that would occur as changes in climate reduce the attractiveness to tourists 
of Lebanon’s coastal resources (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

Description

Anticipated changes in climate will impose costs on Lebanon as higher temperatures increase 
the demand for air-conditioning, refrigeration, and other forms of cooling. The costs will 
materialize as producers generate, and consumers pay for, the additional electricity necessary 
to satisfy the demand. 

4.5. Costs from impacts of climate change on electricity consumption
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Assumptions, data, and calculation

The calculation of the cost of electricity to meet climate-related demand for cooling involves 
these steps:

Step 1. Estimate the additional electricity per 1°C increase in average annual temperature 
in Lebanon. MoE/UNDP/GEF (2011) indicates an increase of 1.8% in electricity 
consumption for a 1°C increase in temperature, and a further increase of 2% in 
electricity consumption for each additional 1°C increase in temperature.

Step 2. Estimate the expected climate-related increase in temperature. Assume an 
increase of 0.85°C in 2010 and 1°C in 2020 (IPCC, 2013b; pp. 5 and 18), growing 
to 2°C in 2040 and to 5°C in 2080 (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; p. ix).

Step 3. Estimate what total electricity consumption would be in 2020, 2040, and 2080 
without climate-related demand for cooling. Assume electricity consumption 
was 15 billion kilowatt hours (kWh) in 2010 (World Bank, 2015e), climate-related 
demand was an insignificant component of the demand, and consumption would 
grow 7% annually (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; p. xii.). Results, in billion kWh per year: 
30 in 2020, 120 in 2040, and 1,700 in 2080. 

Step 4. Calculate the climate–related increase in electricity demand for cooling. Multiply 
the estimated electricity consumption without climate-related cooling times 1.8% 
in 2020, 3.8% in 2040, and 5.8% in 2080. Table 14 shows the results.

Step 5. Calculate the cost of producing the additional electricity. Assume a cost of USD 
0.21 per kWh, the recent cost of significant incremental increases (from industrial 
self-generation using heavy fuel oil) in electricity generation (World Bank, 2008; p. 
25 adjusted to 2015 USD using the personal consumption expenditures index). 
Table 14 shows the results.

Year 2020 2040 2080
Increased electricity consumption for cooling in 
Lebanon (billion kWh) 0.5 4.3 168

Cost of additional electricity consumption in Lebanon 
(millions) USD 110 USD 900 USD 34,800

Table 14: Cost of electricity to meet climate-related increase in demand for cooling (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.

According to MoE/UNDP/GEF (2011), as the increase in temperature will take place in both 
winter and summer seasons, a reduction in heating demand can be expected. However, the 
increase of occurrence of extreme events, notably cold spells, would increase peaks in heating, 
which would balance the overall yearly demand. Therefore, the analysis below focuses only on 
the increase in cooling demand.

Results

Table 14 shows that anticipated climate-related increases would increase electricity use for 
cooling by 0.5 billion kilowatt-hours (kWh) in 2020, 4.3 billion kWh in 2040, and 167 billion kWh in 
2080. Lebanon’s electric utilities and consumers would incur costs of USD 110 million in 2020, 
USD 900 million 2040, and USD 34,800 million 2080 to generate the electricity required to meet 
climate-related demand for cooling.
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Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 14. Future generation of 
additional electricity will likely involve technologies other than combustion of heavy fuel oil, but it 
is not clear if the generation costs would be higher or lower. The demand for cooling and, hence 
the cost of producing the necessary electricity may be higher than indicated if demand grows 
faster than temperatures. 

Increased average annual temperatures will impose costs other than those linked to higher 
demand for cooling. They generally will lower the efficiency of thermal power plants, increase 
electricity losses in transmission lines, and reduce the efficiency of electrical motors and devices. 
An energy audit check list for all the possible effects of a change in the average temperature on 
all the types of electromechanical equipment would set the path for a more precise assessment 
on quantified effects of temperature increase on the entirety of the electricity sector.

The changes in climate anticipated under the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario, RCP8.5, likely 
would increase the risks of mortality (deaths) and morbidity (illness and disability). The resulting 
economic costs would include increased healthcare costs, the individual’s lost productivity 
at work and home, and reduced quality of life while ill. It also includes reductions in welfare 
associated with increased risk of mortality or morbidity, even if one does not actually experience 
death, illness, or disability. This section separately describes the potential costs associated with 
climate-related increases in: 

1. The risk of death.
2. The risk of illness and disability.

4.6. Costs from impacts of climate change on the health of Lebanon’s citizens

4.6.1. Risk of death

Description

Lebanon will experience economic costs as climate change increases the risk of death. These 
costs include the lost enjoyment of life, forgone contributions to family and community, as well 
as lost labor production. 

Available information supports calculation of these costs for two ways in which climate change 
would increase the risk of death. One would occur when higher temperature and humidity 
increases the risk of death directly, through hyperthermia, and indirectly, through respiratory or 
cardiovascular malfunctions. Most of this increase in mortality risk would fall on people over 
age 65. The other would occur when changes in climate increase the risk of death through 
malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, floods, and cardio-vascular disease. This type of mortality risk 
can affect people of different ages, although children constitute the bulk of those who die from 
diarrhea and malaria. There may be some overlap between the two types of estimates, insofar 
as they both consider interactions between climate change and cardiovascular disease. 

By estimating the value of the increased risk of death, this analysis is not placing a monetary 
value on the lives of the individuals who may die prematurely because of climate change. Instead, 
it reflects the overall risk to society. The cost estimates represent how much people throughout 
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society are willing to pay for small reductions in their risk of dying, or, alternatively, how much 
compensation they would require to willingly accept an increase in risk. 

Studies have found that the willingness to pay for risk reductions generally is lower in poor 
countries than in rich countries not because poor people value life less but because their ability 
to pay is lower. This difference raises concerns when choosing any value to represent the value 
of mortality risk, especially when rich countries emit much of the GHGs that increase mortality 
risk, and most of the risk of climate-related deaths occurs in poor countries. These concerns 
have prompted protracted debate about whether to choose a value from studies conducted in 
poor countries or from studies conducted in rich countries. Accordingly, the IPCC (2001: p. 483) 
has recognized that it might be appropriate to use an “equity-adjusted” average value across 
all countries of about USD 1.35 million per potential death (adjusted to 2015 USD). The costs 
would be three times larger if the analysis applied the value the OECD (2011; p. 24) uses to 
evaluate mortality risk in rich countries as a whole, and six times larger if it applied the value the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (2015) uses to evaluate mortality risk in the U.S.

Results

The numbers in Table 15 represent the potential economic costs associated with the increased 
risk of death that changes in climate anticipated under the IPCC’s highest-emissions scenario 
would impose on Lebanon. Regional estimates of mortality risk developed by the World Health 
Organization (Campbell-Lendrum and Woodruff, 2007) indicate that, if current trends in GHG 
emissions continue, climate change might cause about 34,900 deaths per year in Lebanon by 
2020, 40,500 by 2040, and 45,500 by 2080. Most of these would occur through increases in 
malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, and floods, and interactions with cardiovascular disease. The 
costs associated with climate-related increases in mortality risk total USD 47,200 million in 
2020, USD 54,700 million in 2040, and USD 61,400 million in 2080.

Year 2020 2040 2080

Number of climate-related deaths per year in Lebanon
Heat stress 3,900 6,600 12,200

Malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, floods, 
cardiovascular disease 31,100 33,900 33,300

Total 34,900a 40,500 45,500

Costs of increased risk of death in Lebanon 
Heat stress (millions) USD 5,200 USD 9,000 USD 16,400

Malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, floods, 
cardiovascular disease (millions) USD 41,900 USD 45,800 USD 45,000

Total (millions) USD 47,200b USD 54,700c USD 61,400

Table 15: Potential economic costs of climate-related risk of death in Lebanon (deaths per year and 2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
a Because of rounding, the total, 34,900 differs slightly from the sum of 3,900 and 31,100. 
b Because of rounding, the total, USD 47,200 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 5,200 million and USD 41,900 million.
c Because of rounding, the total, USD 54,700 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 9,000 million and USD 45,800 million.
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Figure 5 visually depicts the potential death-related costs from heat stress and from malnutrition, 
diarrhea, malaria, floods, and cardiovascular disease.

Figure 5. Potential costs from climate-related risk of death

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis first estimates the increased risk of climate-related deaths in 2020, 2040, and 
2080 from heat stress, or from malnutrition, diseases, and other effects of climate change. It 
then multiplies each number by an estimate of the economic value society places on a one-
death increase in risk. The calculation involves these steps:

Step 1. Calculate the number of potential climate-related deaths associated with heat 
stress in 2020, 2040, and 2080. MoE/UNDP/GEF (2011; pp. 144-145) estimates 
expected deaths in 2010 and 2030. Linear interpolation and extrapolation yields 
the estimates shown in Table 15. 

Step 2. Calculate the number of potential climate-related deaths associated with 
malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, floods, and cardiovascular disease in 2020, 
2040, and 2080. Campbell-Lendrum and Woodruff (2007) found, for the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region in 2000, there have been 5,650 deaths attributable to 
climate change per million population. Assume this ratio would apply in the future 
to Lebanon’s projected population. Estimates of population are 5.5 million in 2020, 
6.0 million in 2040, and 5.9 million in 2080 (Annex II describes the estimation of 
population). Table 15 shows the results.

Step 3. Calculate the economic cost associated with the projected climate-related risk of 
death. Assume the cost (2015 USD) per potential death is USD 1.35 million (IPCC 
2011; p. 483). Multiplying this value times the climate-related increase in expected 
deaths yields the results shown in Table 15.
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Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 15. If temperatures rise higher 
than expected, the resulting increase in heat stress, malnutrition, and disease might increase 
the risk of death. Anticipated changes in climate may increase the risk of heat-stress mortality 
more than indicated in this analysis. Researchers examining climate-related mortality risk in the 
Los Angeles, USA, area, for example, conclude that heat-stress deaths may increase seven-fold 
by mid-century, relative to the 1990s (Hayhoe et al., 2004). Changes in Lebanon’s demographic 
profile, with elderly cohorts becoming a larger percentage of the total population, also may have 
an effect, insofar as elderly people often are more sensitive to heat stress (Sheridan and Allen, 
2015). To the extent that anticipated changes in climate would yield warmer temperatures in 
winter, this effect may reduce the risk of cold-related mortality (Sheridan and Allen, 2015). Some 
research suggests, though, that this reduction may be minimal (Kinney et al., 2015).

Several factors would likely affect the impacts of temperature and humidity on human mortality. 
For example, investment in air conditioning may diminish the number of people exposed to heat 
and development of appropriate health-care facilities and technologies may diminish the effects 
of heat stress. This analysis, however, describes the increased risk of death from global GHG 
emissions and does not account for defensive investments and actions that might be taken to 
offset the increased risk.

Most of the health costs likely would be borne by individuals and family, with some borne by 
community and government.

4.6.2. Risk of illness and disability

Description

Economic costs would materialize as anticipated changes in climate increase the risk of illness 
and disability for Lebanon’s citizens. These costs include direct costs associated with an 
illness or disability, such as healthcare expenses. They also include indirect costs, such as the 
affected individuals’ forgone enjoyment of life, their reduced ability to earn income, their inability 
to contribute to the wellbeing of family and community, and the forgone earnings of family 
members who provide them with in-home healthcare. By estimating the value of the increased 
risk of illness and disability, this analysis is not placing a monetary value on the wellbeing of the 
specific individuals who may become ill or disabled because of climate change.

Available information supports estimation of costs associated with two general ways in which 
climate change can increase the risk of illness and disability. One involves the increase in heat 
stress from higher temperatures and humidity. The other involves increases in malnutrition, 
diarrhea, malaria, and flooding.

This analysis measures climate-related risk of illness and disability using a widely accepted 
metric, the Disability-Adjusted Life Year (DALY) for people living with the illness or disability or its 
consequences. One DALY represents one person losing one year of a healthy life, or two persons 
each losing a half-year, or three persons each losing a one-third year, etc. Costs measured using 
estimates of the value of a DALY indicate the treatment costs and pain and suffering associated 
with illness or disability.
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This analysis calculates the economic cost associated with climate-related risk of illness and 
disability using an estimate of the average treatment cost per DALY. The analytical results 
therefore do not account for other costs, such as the reduction in the affected individuals’ quality 
of life and earnings. 

Results

The numbers in Table 16 represent the costs climate change potentially would impose on 
Lebanon by increasing the risk of illness and disability. The loss of healthy lives, measured in 
DALYs would total 812,300 in 2020, 886,800 in 2040, and 874,000 in 2080. Most of this loss 
would occur because of climate-related increases in malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, and floods. 
The economic costs associated with these losses of a healthy life would total USD 177,900 
million in 2020, USD 194,300 million in 2040, and USD 191,500 million in 2080.

Year 2020 2040 2080

Number of disability-adjusted life years (DALY) lost per year in Lebanon
Heat stress 620 1,300 3,300

Malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, floods 811,600 885,400 870,700

Total DALY 812,300a 886,800b 874,000

Costs of increased risk of illness and disability in Lebanon 
Heat stress (millions) USD 140 USD 300 USD 730

Malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, floods (millions) USD 177,800 USD 194,000 USD 190,700

Total (millions) USD 177,900c USD 194,300 USD 191,500d

Table 16: Potential costs of climate-related risk of illness or disability in Lebanon (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
a Because of rounding, the total, 812,300 differs slightly from the sum of 620 and 811,600. 
b Because of rounding, the total, 886,800 differs slightly from the sum of 1,300 and 885,400. 
c Because of rounding, the total, USD 177,900 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 140 million and USD 177,800 million.
d Because of rounding, the total, USD 191,500 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 730 million and USD 190,700 million.

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis first estimates the increased risk of climate-related illness and disability, measured 
in DALY, in 2020, 2040, and 2080, and then multiplies each number by an estimate of the 
economic value per DALY. The calculation involves these steps:

Step 1. Estimate the number of potential lost DALYs associated with heat stress in 2020, 
2040, and 2080. This analysis assumes:

  - DALY would increase 3% per °C increase in temperature, applying research 
findings for Gulf States (Husain and Chaudhary, 2008).

  - The 2009 DALY in Lebanon (World Health Organization, 2011), adjusted for 
an increase in temperature of 0.85°C since 1880 (IPCC, 2013b: p. 5), was 
18,409. 
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Lebanon’s aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems provide many valuable services that contribute to 
human wellbeing (Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005). For example, a healthy watershed 
ecosystem can collect, store, and regulate the flow of water better than one that has been 
degraded. Ecosystems also can reduce and cleanse pollutants from the air and water, provide 
fish and other foods for human consumption, and enable farmers to grow larger crops. Residents 
and visitors depend on Lebanon’s ecosystems for subsistence, recreational activities, aesthetic 
pleasure, and spiritual renewal. These and other services derived from ecosystems directly 
improve the quality of life and reduce the cost of living for Lebanon’s citizens, reduce costs and 
increase profits for many businesses, and lower government’s costs of providing healthcare and 
other services. The availability of ecosystem services also affects the overall level of economic 
development and levels of poverty (Roe and Elliot 2004).

4.7. Costs from impacts of climate change on ecosystems

  - DALY in Lebanon would increase proportional to climate-related increase 
in temperature: 1°C in 2020, 2°C in 2040, and 5°C in 2080 (IPCC, 2013b, and 
MoE/UNDP/GEF,  2011).

  - DALY would increase from 2009 proportional to population: 4.9 million in 
2009, 5.5 million in 2020, 6.0 million in 2040, and 5.9 million in 2080 (Annex 
II describes the estimation of population). Table 16 shows the results. 

Step 2. Estimate the number of potential lost DALYs associated with climate-related 
effects on malnutrition, diarrhea, malaria, and floods in 2020, 2040, and 2080. 
This analysis assumes 147,570 DALYs attributable to climate change per million 
population, based on findings for the Eastern Mediterranean Region (Campbell-
Lendrum and Woodruff, 2007). It applies this ratio to Lebanon’s projected 
population—5.5 million in 2020, 6.0 million in 2040, and 5.9 million in 2080 (Annex 
II describes the estimation of population). Table 16 shows the results.

Step 3. Calculate the overall economic cost associated with the projected climate-related 
increases in illness and disability. Assume the cost would be USD 219,060 per 
DALY (Eggleston et al. 2011, and Highfill and Bernstein, 2014). Multiply the cost 
per DALY times the number of lost DALYs. Table 16 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 16. Illness-related costs 
not reflected in this analysis may occur through increases in vector-borne diseases, such as 
malaria, dengue fever, and yellow fever. DARA and Climate Vulnerable Forum (2012) conclude, 
however, that the increases in these diseases would be negligible in Lebanon through 2030. 
Changes in climate would likely impose additional costs on Lebanon through other types of 
illness/disability, such as short-term water shortages and long-term effects of depression, 
anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder among people who have suffered severe floods and 
storms (Watts et al. 2015).

Most of these costs would be borne by individuals and family, with some borne by community 
and government. Most of this increase in heat-related risk likely would fall on elderly individuals. 
People of all ages would experience the risk of illness and disability from the other causes, 
although children constitute to bulk of those who suffer from diarrhea and malaria.
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As the climate changes in response to global GHG emissions, it would alter the ecosystems 
and reduce their ability to provide these services. Anticipated changes in temperature and 
precipitation also would increase soil erosion, stimulate outbreaks of pests and diseases, 
encourage the proliferation of invasive species, and increase the risks associated with wildfires. 
As a result, households, businesses, communities, and government would either go with the 
contribution these services would have made to their wellbeing or incur costs to replace the 
lost services. Limitations in relevant data prevent a comprehensive analysis of the potential 
effects on services derived from Lebanon’s ecosystems, and the associated economic costs. 
This analysis examines only the economic costs associated with three categories of ecosystem 
change: the loss of biodiversity; land degradation and its impacts on the productivity of cropland, 
rangeland, and forests; and rising sea levels. 

Description

This analysis builds on previous efforts that estimated Lebanon’s potential economic costs 
in 2010 and 2030 from the impacts of climate change on ecosystems (DARA and Climate 
Vulnerability Forum 2012). It describes three types of impacts:

- Reduction in biodiversity. This component of economic costs reflects the potential 
contraction in the distribution, and even the extirpation or extinction, of species. Costs 
can materialize directly through the loss of species as well as through the associated 
changes in ecosystem structure and function. For example, in aquatic habitats, the loss 
of an edible fish in Lebanon’s coastal waters could directly reduce the country’s supply 
of food or increase its cost. Similar outcomes could follow indirectly from the loss of a 
species on which the fish preys. Additional costs can occur in many ways. For example, 
the loss of biodiversity can reduce an ecosystem’s overall rate of photosynthesis, its 
ability to recover from a severe storm or other shock, or its resilience to pathogens. The 
economic value of these effects comes from an analysis (DARA and Climate Vulnerability 
Forum, 2012) that builds on descriptions, e.g., Costanza et al. (1997), of the global value 
of the goods and services derived from different types of ecosystems. 

- Land degradation. Protracted, severe drought can leave land unable to support vegetation, 
converting it to desert. This process can generate economic costs through multiple 
pathways. For example, degradation from drought can reduce the land’s biological 
productivity and decrease soil fertility and groundwater, limiting the growth of grass, 
bushes, and trees (Global Risk Forum GRF Davos, 2013). Constriction in the supply of 
forage for livestock and wildlife can reduce the supply of food for subsistence use and 
commercial sale. Expansion of degraded areas can reduce opportunities for birding 
and other recreational activities that otherwise would be available in association with 
wetlands, irrigated farmlands, and other ecosystems.

- Sea-level rise. The Second National Communication (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011; p. xv) offers 
this summary of the potential costly effects of sea level rise: 

“Sea levels have been continuously rising at an average rate of approximately 20 
mm/yr in the Levantine basin. If it were to continue in the future, it can reach up to 
30-60 cm in 30 years, which will have an impact on the sand beaches in the south, 
and on the coastal natural reserves such as the Palm Islands and the Tyre nature 
reserves. This will also lead to seawater intrusion into aquifers which will affect not 
only urban areas but also coastal irrigated agriculture. The potential impacts of 
climate change on the coastal zone include coastal flooding and inundation during 
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storms, sea water intrusion and salinization of coastal aquifers, coastal erosion 
and loss of sand beaches, degradation of coastal ecosystems and nature reserves 
and economic losses in coastal and marine activities such as tourism, agriculture, 
fisheries, transportation and other essential services.”

Results

Table 17 shows the potential economic costs Lebanon’s households, communities, and 
government would realize as future global GHG emissions reduce the country’s biodiversity, 
intensify land degradation, and raise sea levels. In 2020, the three categories of costs would total 
about USD 150 million, with rising sea levels and the loss of biodiversity each imposing costs of 
about USD 60 million in 2020, and desertification imposing costs about half that amount. 

Year 2020 2040 2080
Total economic costs from effects on Lebanon’s 
ecosystems (millions) USD 150 USD 380a USD 830b

Biodiversity (millions) USD 62 USD 150 USD 330

Land degradation (millions) USD 29 USD 78 USD 170

Sea-level rise (millions) USD 59 USD 140 USD 320

Table 17: Potential economic costs from the effects of global GHG emissions on Lebanon’s ecosystems (2015 
USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction.
a Because of rounding, the total, USD 380 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 150 million, USD 78 million, and USD 140 million.
b Because of rounding, the total, USD 830 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 330 million, USD 170 million, and USD 320 million.

Figure 6 provides a visual representation of the three different types of ecosystem-related costs. 
Due to data limitations, this chart shows only a limited portion of the overall costs that global 
GHG emissions likely would impose on Lebanon’s ecosystems if current trends continue.

Figure 6. Potential costs from some of the effects of global GHG emissions on Lebanon’s ecosystems
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The calculation of the potential ecosystem-related costs involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume that findings reported by DARA and Climate Vulnerability Forum (2012) 
provide reasonable estimates of each category of costs in 2010 and 2030. 
Estimates for 2010 (adjusted to 2015 USD): USD 16 million for biodiversity loss, 
USD 5 million for land degradation, and USD 16 million for sea-level rise.

Step 2. Calculate the average annual growth for the period, 2010-2030, in each category 
of cost. Results: USD 4.56 million for biodiversity loss, USD 2.41 million for land 
degradation, and USD 4.29 million for sea-level rise. 

Step 3. Calculate the potential cost for each category in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Table 17 
shows the results. 

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 17. Mounting evidence 
suggests it would be reasonable to conclude that the costs likely would be higher. Hansen et 
al (in review), for example finds that, if global GHG emissions continue current trends, sea level 
might rise faster and generate greater economic damage than indicated by prior research. 
Estimates of costs associated with reductions in biodiversity reflect the use, by DARA and 
Climate Vulnerability Forum (2012), of the average per-hectare values reported by Costanza et 
al. (1997). More recent research, e.g., DeGroot et al. (2012) and Costanza et al. (2014), suggests 
that the ecosystem actual costs likely would be higher, but the DARA Climate Vulnerability 
Forum has not yet integrated this research into its analytical framework. Even higher estimates 
would result if the per-hectare value rises as services derived from ecosystems become scarcer.

4.8. Costs from impacts of climate change on society

Some of the costs that future changes in climate will impose on Lebanon will materialize through 
changes in society’s structures, practices, and security. This section describes the potential 
costs associated with some of these changes:

1. Increases in violence resulting from increases in temperature.
2. Effects of climate-related heat stress on the productivity of Lebanon’s workers.
3. Effects of climate-related undernourishment of children on their productivity and earnings 

as adults.
4. Increases in climate-related displacement and migration of groups within Lebanon’s 

population.

Insufficient information exists to describe other potential costs from the impacts of climate 
change on society, such as increases in poverty and in conflict and threats to human security.

4.8.1. Costs from the effects of climate change on violence

Description

Increases in temperature and changes in precipitation resulting from global GHG emissions 
would likely stimulate increases in violence in Lebanon. Some of the increases in violence 
would occur between individuals, e.g., domestic violence and homicides. Additional increases in 
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violence would occur between groups. Intergroup violence could materialize within Lebanon’s 
borders, e.g., between groups living near one another within Lebanon, or between Lebanon and 
its neighbors.

Systematic data on the relationship between climate change and violence in Lebanon do not exist. 
A large body of research from throughout the world, however, indicates higher temperatures and 
precipitation stimulate an increase in human conflict (Hsiang, Burke, and Miguel, 2013). This 
effect occurs at different spatial scales, from two people jousting with one another at home, 
at work, or on a street, to regional warfare. Increases in violence generate costs via multiple 
pathways (Patel and Taylor, 2012 and Institute for Economics and Peace, 2014). Individuals can 
be killed or injured. Their families can endure the loss of loved ones and incur costs for healthcare 
for those injured, and to repair damage to homes and property. Communities can experience 
damage to infrastructure and disruption of community development. They also can bear the 
costs of gender inequality in the victims of some types of violence, the marginalization of some 
groups, fractured social capital, degraded public spaces, and the continuation of conditions that 
perpetuate violence. Government can incur costs associated with increased burdens on the 
criminal justice, healthcare, social service, and military systems. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that higher temperatures and changes in precipitation in Lebanon 
already are setting the stage for more violence. Conflict has occurred, for example, during water 
shortages resulting from heat waves, reduced precipitation, or flooding that disrupts water 
lines. Temperatures hotter than usual may have decreased the level of civility during public 
demonstrations or increased the severity of the response to the demonstrations by security 
officials. Extraordinarily hot days also may have contributed to flare-ups of conflict among 
motorists stuck in traffic, or even during sporting events. The loss of assets, such as cars, 
homes, and crops during climate-augments flooding or storms may have been associated with 
increases in domestic violence within families or with reductions in the ability of neighbors and 
communities to resolve disagreements amicably. 

The Institute for Economics and Peace (2015) estimated that, in 2014, violence imposed costs on 
Lebanon totaling USD 6,713 million. This amount represents costs incurred as the result of or to 
prevent violence. The report identifies thirteen different categories of costs, acknowledging that 
the lines between them often are cloudy. Five categories generally are associated more closely 
with interpersonal violence: violent crime, fear, private security, homicides, and incarceration. 
Ten categories relate more closely with intergroup violence: military expenditures, deaths 
from external conflict, internally displaced people and refugees, UN peacekeeping, GDP losses 
from conflict, internal security, terrorism, and internal conflict. At the global level, interpersonal 
violence accounts for 32%, and intergroup violence accounts for 68% of the total costs. 

Results

Lacking appropriate information regarding the effects of other factors, such as climate-related 
changes in precipitation, this analysis focuses only on the effects of higher temperatures 
on violence. Table 18 shows the potential costs that might materialize in Lebanon as higher 
temperatures stimulate increased violence. Costs associated with anticipated increases in 
intergroup violence outweigh those associated with increases in interpersonal violence by more 
than ten-to-one. Costs increase nonlinearly as anticipated increases in temperature stimulate 
additional violence as Lebanon’s population and economy grow. 
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Assumptions, data, and calculation

Calculation of the potential economic costs from violence related to climate-related increases in 
temperature involves these steps:

Step 1. Calculate the costs of interpersonal and intergroup violence in Lebanon in 2014. 
Assume the global ratio between these two categories, 32:68 (Institute for 
Economics and Peace, 2015), applies to Lebanon. Apply the ratio to the estimated 
total cost, USD 6,713 million and adjust to 2015 USD. Results: interpersonal costs 
of USD 2,200 million, intergroup costs of USD 4,600 million.

Step 2. Assume that an increase in temperature equivalent to one standard deviation 
in the temperature pattern of recent years would increase interpersonal conflict 
by 2.3% and intergroup conflict by 13.2% (Hsiang, Burke, and Miguel, 2013; p. 10). 

Step 3. Calculate the anticipated increase in temperature, measured in standard deviations 
from the current pattern. Assume that one standard deviation in maximum 
temperature is equivalent to 1.8°C (ASHRAE, 2005). Assume climate-related 
increases in temperature (in standard deviations) of 0.1 by 2020, 0.6 by 2040, and 
2.3 by 2080. (See Annex II for estimation of temperature increase.)

Step 4. Calculate the increase in violence-related costs resulting from anticipated 
increases in temperature, assuming that Lebanon’s population and economy 
remain unchanged. Results: total costs would increase by USD 33 million in 2020, 
USD 400 in 2040, and USD 1,500 million in 2080.

Step 5. Calculate the increase in violence-related costs, accounting for anticipated 
changes in population and GDP. Assume population would increase from 5.5 
million in 2020, to 6.0 million in 2040, and 5.9 million in 2080. (See Annex II for 
estimation of population increase). Assume GDP would grow 2.6% per year (Moore 
and Diaz 2015), from USD 46,000 million in 2014 to USD 54,000 million in 2020, 
USD 89,000 million in 2040, and USD 250,000 million in 2080. Table 18 shows the 
results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 18. In general, it seems 
reasonable to assume that actual costs would likely be higher, insofar as anticipated changes 
in extreme levels of precipitation—droughts or floods—likely would increase the levels and costs 

Year 2020 2040 2080
Total (millions) USD 38 USD 840a USD 8,600b

Interpersonal violence (millions) USD 3 USD 64 USD 660

Intergroup violence (millions) USD 35 USD 780 USD 8,000

Table 18: Potential costs associated with violence resulting from climate-related increases in temperature (2015 
USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction. 
a Because of rounding, the total, USD 840 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 64 million and USD 780 million. 
b Because of rounding, the total, USD 8,600 million differs slightly from the sum of USD 660 million and USD 8,000 million.
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of violence even further, but to a degree less than occurs with increases in temperature (Hsiang, 
Burke, and Miguel, 2013; p. 1). Moreover, as temperatures rise, each incremental increase might 
stimulate proportionately more violence. If temperatures become sufficiently extreme to force 
people to curtail their activities, however, each additional increase in temperature might yield a 
decline in some types of violence.

4.8.2. Costs from the effects of climate-related heat stress on the productivity and 
earnings of Lebanon’s workers

Description

The heat stress on workers from climate-related increases in temperatures and humidity 
will lower their productivity and reduce their earnings. These costs will materialize as higher 
temperatures and humidity reduce workers’ capacity to complete physical work, increase the 
risk of mental errors and accidents, and lower their overall productivity. Productivity also can fall 
when workers, of their own volition or under directions from supervisors, reduce the intensity 
of their work-effort or increase the frequency of their rest periods. Heat-stress reductions in 
productivity can affect those working outdoors, especially workers directly exposed to sunlight, 
as well as those working indoors in spaces that are not air-conditioned. If workers bear the full 
burden of these effects, then their earnings would fall by an amount equal to the reductions in 
productivity. 

Results 

Table 19 shows the costs that climate-related heat stress would potentially impose on Lebanon 
by reducing workers’ productivity if current trends in global GHG emissions continue. Total 
costs to all affected workers would rise from about USD 43 million in 2020 to USD 1,400 million 
in 2080. The average cost per worker (employed in the formal sector and self-employed) would 
rise from about USD 30 in 2020 to USD 930 in 2080. 

Year 2020 2040 2080

Total reduction in productivity and earnings per 
year in Lebanon (millions) USD 43 USD 160 USD 1,400

Cost per worker per year in Lebanon USD 30 USD 100 USD 930

Table 19: Potential economic costs to Lebanon from reductions in workers’ productivity and earnings associated 
with climate-related heat stress (2015 USD)

Assumptions, data, and calculation

Calculation of the potential economic cost to workers from the impacts of climate-related heat 
stress on labor productivity involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume that, in 2010, all workers in Lebanon, including those in the formal sector 
and those who were self-employed, earned USD 13,000 million (Alloush et al., 
2013 and Robalino and Sayed, 2012) and that climate-related heat stress reduced 
workers’ total productivity and earnings by USD 25 million in Lebanon (DARA and 
Climate Vulnerable Forum, 2012). Result: the reduction in earnings was 0.19%. 

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction. 
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Step 2.  Calculate the total reduction in productivity and earnings. Assume that, if global 
GHG emissions do not follow current global trends, GDP would grow 3.2% annually 
(Moore and Diaz, 2015) and that earnings and lost earnings would grow at the 
same rate. Assume that, if global GHG emissions do follow current trends, the 
climate-related increase in temperature would grow from 0.85°C in 2010 to 1°C 
in 2020, 2°C in 2040, and 5°C in 2080 (see Annex II for temperature estimation), 
and that lost earnings would grow proportionate to the increase in temperature. 
Table 19 shows the total reduction in productivity and earnings for 2020, 2040, 
and 2080.

Step 3. Assume the number of workers would grow from 1.3 million in 2010 (Robalino 
and Sayed, 2012) proportionate to the increase in population (see Annex II for 
estimation of population). Results: 1.43 million in 2020, 1.56 million in 2040, and 
1.54 million in 2080.

Step 4. Calculate the cost per worker. Divide the total reduction in productivity/earnings 
by the number of workers. Table 19 shows the results.

Discussion

This analysis shows the potential effects of climate-related heat stress on workers’ productivity. 
The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 19. For example, costs might 
be lower than those shown in the table if labor-market characteristics, such as the incidence of 
outdoor work and indoor air-conditioning, would lower the number of workers exposed to high 
temperatures. This outcome would materialize if the number of workers in outdoor industries, 
such as agriculture and construction, were to decline as the number of workers in air-conditioned 
building increased. Costs might be higher, however, if, as temperatures increase, Lebanon’s 
electricity sector would be unable to meet the rising demand for air-conditioning so that more 
indoor workers would experience heat stress. This analysis calculates the costs assuming that 
2010’s labor-market characteristics remain unchanged.

All else equal, however, actual costs would likely be higher, insofar as this analysis does not 
consider other, related costs stemming from the effects of climate change on workers’ 
productivity. For example, climate-related increases in disease might complement or magnify 
the effects of heat stress on productivity and earnings. 

4.8.3. Costs from the effects of climate-related undernourishment of children on their 
productivity and earnings as adults 

Description

Changes in climate can increase the number of children suffering from undernourishment by 
reducing crop production, disrupting food–production and –distribution systems, increasing 
food prices, displacing families from their farms, and increasing poverty. As these effects become 
more intense, they will increase the number of people who persistently consume too little food, 
or not the right kinds of food, to satisfy minimum dietary requirements for a healthy life. Lack 
of sufficient nourishment for pregnant women and young children will increase the number of 
babies born with low birth weight and infant deaths. The stunted development of children who 
survive but endure persistent undernourishment will, relative to other individuals, experience 
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greater incidence of disease, more extensive learning disabilities, reduced physical capabilities. 
These effects will lower their productivity at home and work, increase their healthcare costs, 
shorten their work life, and reduce their earnings.

This analysis describes only one of these effects: the reduction in productivity and earnings that 
materialize as undernourished children become adults.

Results

Table 20 shows the potential number of workers in 2020, 2040, and 2080 who experienced 
persistent climate-related undernourishment as children. It also shows the reductions in 
productivity/earnings that they would realize because of the effects of the undernourishment. 
The percentage of workers affected by climate-related undernourishment would grow, from 
about 0.57% in 2020, to 0.72% in 2040, and 1.12% in 2080.

Year 2020 2040 2080
Percent of workers undernourished as children in 
Lebanon 0.57 0.72 1.12

Number of workers undernourished as children in 
Lebanon 8,200 11,200 17,200

Total earnings lost (millions) USD 22 USD 51 USD 280

Earnings lost per worker USD 2,600 USD 4,500 USD 16,300

Table 20: Reduction in productivity and earnings of workers who experienced climate-related undernourishment 
as children in Lebanon (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction. 

Assumptions, data, and calculation

Calculation of the potential economic costs that would occur as climate-related 
undernourishment of babies and children reduces their adult earnings involves these steps:

Step 1. Estimate the percentage of children aged under five years that experience 
persistent undernourishment attributable to climate change. Extrapolation from 
World Health Organization, (2014; pp. 83-84) yields: 0.57% in 2000, 0.72% in 2020, 
0.89% in 2040, 1.12% in 2060, and 1.40% in 2080.

Step 2. Calculate the percentage of adult workers who suffered the effects of persistent 
undernourishment as children. Assume that, on average, the percentage of the 
workforce affected by childhood undernourishment equals the percentage of 
children who were undernourished 20 years earlier: 0.57% in 2020, 0.72% in 2040, 
and 1.12% in 2080.

Step 3. Calculate the number of adult workers in 2020, 2040, and 2080 who suffered 
the effects of persistent undernourishment as children. Assume that the number of 
workers in 2010, 1.3 million (Robalino and Hayeed, 2012) would grow proportional 
to growth in population (see Annex II for estimation of population). Results: 8,200 
workers in 2020, 11,200 workers in 2040, and 17,200 workers in 2080.
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Step 4. Calculate the lost productivity and earnings per worker. Estimate the average total 
earnings per worker by adjusting the estimate for 2010, USD 9,900 from Alloush et 
al., (2013) to reflect expected growth in productivity without climate change, 3.2% 
per year (Moore and Diaz 2015; p. 2) and convert to 2015 USD. Assume that the 
reduction in earnings for workers who experienced persistent undernourishment 
as children equals 20%, the reduction in productivity (Crosby et al., 2013; p. 7). 
Table 20 shows the results.

Step 5.  Calculate the total earnings lost. Multiply the number of workers affected by 
persistent undernourishment as children times the average reduction in earnings 
per worker. Table 20 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 20. All else equal, however, 
they likely would be higher, insofar as this analysis does not consider several types of costs that 
would accompany climate-related undernourishment of children. These costs would materialize 
in several ways:

- Increased risk of infant death.
- Increased neonatal care.
- Increased risk of subsequent illness and disability.
- Loss of lifetime productivity and earnings because of smaller stature.
- Loss of lifetime productivity and earnings because of limited education and impaired 
 mental development.
- Increased risk that children, born of parents who have diminished earnings because they 
 were undernourished when they were children, will also experience diminished earnings.

4.8.4. Costs from climate-related internal migration 

Description

If current trends in global GHG emissions continue, the resulting changes in climate, such as 
droughts, storms, diseases, malnutrition, and higher sea levels, would leave some of Lebanon’s 
households unable to sustain their livelihoods and force them to relocate. Some may relocate 
to live with relatives or friends, but others may lack such options. Relocating households likely 
would realize a loss of income and incur other economic costs, such as loss of assets.

Climate change could induce households throughout Lebanon to migrate, wherever they are 
vulnerable to storms, sea-level rise, water scarcity, etc. Because of limitations in data regarding 
the potential number of households that might be displaced by climate change, this analysis 
focuses on just a subset of those households. It draws on the research (Haddad et al., 2014) 
underlying the analysis of climate-related reductions in Lebanon’s overall agricultural production. 
As that research estimated the reduction in agricultural output and the earnings of farmers and 
workers in related industries, it also estimated the number of individuals that would have to 
relocate for the overall level of average income of the remaining households to equal what it 
would have been without the effects of climate change. 
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Year 2020 2040 2080

Potential number of internal migrantsa

Lebanon 6,900 14,600 35,600

Beirut 970 2,100 5,000

Mount Lebanon 2,800 6,000 14,700

Northern Lebanon 1,200 2,500 6,000

Bekaa 800 1,700 4,100

Southern Lebanon 740 1,600 3,800

Nabatieh 380 800 2,000

Potential lost income for migrants (millions)b

Lebanon USD 57 USD 130 USD 320

Beirut USD 10 USD 23 USD 51

Mount Lebanon USD 26 USD 60 USD 148

Northern Lebanon USD 9 USD 21 USD 52

Bekaa USD 6 USD 13 USD 30

Southern Lebanon USD 5 USD 11 USD 24

Nabatieh USD 3 USD 7 USD 16

Table 21: Potential number of internal migrants and their loss of income from climate-related impacts on Leba-
non’s food production (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction. 
a Because of rounding, the total number of migrants for Lebanon differs slightly from the respective sum of the regional numbers. 
b Because of rounding, the total lost incomes for Lebanon differ slightly from the respective sum of the regional losses. 

Assumptions, data, and calculation

This analysis calculates the potential economic losses in income that would occur as people 
migrate when changes in climate that reduce Lebanon’s agricultural production threaten their 
livelihoods and jobs. The calculation involves these steps:

Reliable research regarding the economic costs borne by forced migrants is very limited, but it 
suggests that, on average, they experience a loss of income of about 45% (World Bank et al., 
2012).

Results

Table 21 shows the potential number of individuals who would migrate in 2020, 2040, and 
2080, as anticipated changes in climate reduce Lebanon’s food production, causing farmers 
and workers in agriculture-related industries to migrate to other areas and consequently lose 
their livelihood and jobs. It also shows the costs they would incur as they experience losses in 
their income.
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Step 1. Assume that the findings of Haddad et al. (2014) provide reasonable estimates of 
the total number of migrants between 2010 and 2030, the reductions in household 
consumption during this period, and GDP per capita.

Step 2. Calculate the number of potential migrants in 2020, 2040, and 2080. Estimate 
the number of migrants in 2020 and 2030 by disaggregating the total number 
for 2010-2030 in proportion to the annual reductions in household consumption. 
Estimate the number of migrants in 2040 and 2080 assuming that the number 
of migrants would grow in parallel to the reduction in household consumption 
and that the average annual reduction in household consumption for 2025-2030 
would extend into the future. Table 21 shows the results.

Step 3. Calculate the migrants’ loss of income. Assume the estimates from Haddad et al. 
(2014) of per capita GDP represent 2020 and 2030 per capita income for each 
region. Assume per capita income for each region would grow from the 2030 
level at the average annual growth rate from 2020-2030. Assume migrants would 
typically come from households that earn income in the informal sector, and 
assume the per capita income of this group is 77% of the overall average (Alloush 
et al., 2013; p. 13). 

Step 4. Calculate the per capita loss of income for (informal-sector) migrants, assuming 
they would lose 45% (World Bank et al., 2012; pp. 80-81). Multiply the per capita 
loss times the number of migrants to calculate migrants’ total loss of income. 
Table 21 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 21. This analysis considers 
only the potential loss of income Lebanese citizens might incur if climate-related reductions in 
the country’s food production displace them from their homes. Displacement might occur as 
farm households lose their livelihood and workers in related industries lose their jobs. Because 
of limitations in the available data, the analysis does not consider other potential costs, such as 
the loss of assets these individuals might incur, nor does it consider costs family members, the 
government, or others might incur as these people are displaced. It also does not consider the 
potential costs that would materialize when other effects of climate changes, such as storms 
and floods, induce Lebanese people to migrate. This analysis does not consider potential costs 
associated with climate-related migration of people from other countries to Lebanon.

Most elements of the analysis are internally consistent insofar as they all come from Haddad et 
al. (2014). The estimate from Alloush et al. (2013), of the relationship between overall average 
earnings and earnings in the informal market, comes from survey research of workers in Lebanon. 
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This section describes some approaches appropriate for lowering the costs global GHG 
emissions might impose on Lebanon. It incorporates a capital-based framework for 
measuring long-term economic wellbeing (Wu and Wu 2012, and UNESA 2007). Capital is 
a term economists use to represent things that have the ability to improve wellbeing in the 
future by producing goods or services. To the extent that global GHG emissions would reduce 
Lebanon’s capital stock, they would impose costs on its households, businesses, communities, 
and government. Conversely, to the extent that adaptive actions would enable Lebanon to 
avoid these reductions, they would lower the costs.

It is useful to separate Lebanon’s capital into five categories: 

- Human capital represents the capacity of the Lebanese to produce goods and services, 
 and reflects their knowledge, skills, health, and similar characteristics. 
- Natural capital represents the ecosystem’s ability to provide goods and services and 

incorporates Lebanon’s natural resources as well as the ecosystem’s structure, function, 
and productivity. 

- Physical capital represents the roads, buildings, electricity systems, etc. that 
have been developed by Lebanon’s households, businesses, communities, and 
government. 

- Social capital represents the relationships and institutions, both formal and 
informal, that help human interactions among Lebanon’s households, businesses, 
communities, and government proceed smoothly. 

- Cultural capital represents the ideas, traditions, beliefs, and customs shared by 
the Lebanese people; the intellectual capital, which exists as language, literature, music, 
etc.; and the buildings, etc. with historical and other attributes that embody the nation’s 
store of cultural value.

Table 22 illustrates actions that might be appropriate for lowering the potential impacts 
of global GHG emissions on Lebanon’s capital stock. Some of these actions would involve 
developing a better and broader understanding of potential changes in climate and how they 
might affect the different types of capital. Some would entail taking steps to diminish or 
even block a particular type of risk to a specific asset. For example, a household, business, 
community, or the government might reinforce a building against potential storms or increase 
its capacity to store water for emergency use should a storm occur. Some would focus not 
on reducing the vulnerability of existing capital but, instead, on making investment decisions 
in a manner to diminish the vulnerability of new capital. Education and training programs, for 
example, might be altered to include sections on risk-management.

Some adaptive actions would yield a better and broader understanding of potential changes in 
climate and the risks they pose for households, businesses, communities, and the government. 
These actions also might include providing information about potentially appropriate individual 
and collective actions for reducing the risk. Other adaptive actions might focus on shielding 
existing capital from climate-related risks. These might include, for example, reducing non-
climate stressors, such as pollution, on ecosystems so they can better withstand stresses 
stemming from changes in climate. They also might involve reinforcing homes, business 
facilities, and government infrastructure against storms. Some actions might aim to lower 
the exposure of new capital to climate-related risk. These might include, for example, adapting 

5. Potential approaches for reducing the costs of climate change
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Approach Illustrative actions

1. Strengthen human capital

- Improve individual awareness of climate-related risks.
- Improve education, nutrition, health, etc. 
- Reduce marginalization of women and others.
- Reduce number of people in poverty.
- Diversify economic skills and activities.
- Strengthen resilience skills for responding to climate-

related stresses that will occur. 

2. Conserve natural capital

- Reduce non-climate stressors on ecosystems.
- Conserve wetlands, soils, aquifers, and other core 

resources.
- Implement ecosystem- and community-based 

management of natural resources.
- Reduce risks of species extinction and loss of habitat.
- Strengthen ecosystems’ resilience to climate-related 

stresses that will occur.

3. Reduce vulnerability of physical 
capital

 - Improve community understanding and awareness of 
climate risks, in general and to specific types of built 
capital.

- Withdraw development from high-risk areas, such as 
floodplains.

- Reinforce housing and work places against climate risks, 
such as storms.

- Reduce risk of impairment of essential infrastructure: 
communication, transportation, water, wastewater, 
healthcare, electricity, etc.

- Strengthen resilience of essential infrastructure to climate-
related stresses that will occur.

4. Strengthen social capital

- Improve community understanding and awareness of 
climate risks, in general and to specific institutions and 
human relationships.

- Improve adaptation plans and disaster-risk management 
systems.

- Reduce risk of impairment of essential services.
- Encourage development of and participation in insurance 

programs.
- Improve access to information, finance, and technology.
- Strengthen resilience of social systems to climate-related 

stresses that will occur.

5. Strengthen cultural capital

- Improve community understanding and awareness of 
climate risks to culturally important resources and 
activities.

- Reduce risk to heritage sites and other cultural resources 
important to different cultural groups and communities 
(rural and urban).

- Strengthen resilience of cultural capital to climate-related 
stresses that will occur.

Table 22: Adaptive approaches for reducing the costs climate change will impose on Lebanon

Source | Adapted from IPCC (2014; p. 27)

educational and training programs to include sections on risk management, or locating new 
development away from areas susceptible to coastal flooding.
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Lowering climate-related risks to Lebanon’s capital stock will require learning from the past and 
looking forward to develop and implement appropriate plans. There is widespread agreement 
(Chan et al. 2012; IPCC 2014; pp. 26-28; and King, et al. 2015) that effective planning and 
implementation require:

- Involvement by all stakeholders and institutions, with respectful recognition of their 
diverse circumstances, interests, resources, adaptability, and decision-making processes.

- Cooperative efforts at all spatial, institutional, communal, and governmental levels. 
- Response to concerns about both the efficiency and the equity of risk-management 

actions.
- Recognition that, although some climate-related risks involve abrupt, severe events, 

such as extreme weather, others do not. Gradual increases in average annual temperature, 
for example, might, over time, affect the wellbeing of workers and families as much or 
more than extreme storms and heat waves.

- Application of the principles of risk-assessment and –management. These include 
assessing and taking actions to reduce risks in the context of clear objectives, 
considering the full range of probabilities and undesirable outcomes, using the best 
available information, considering both systemic and direct risks, and making transparent 
decisions.

- Use of both incentives and requirements to encourage risk-reducing behaviors. 
Incentives might involve market-based structures and tools, when appropriate, and 
recognize that alternatives may be required when significant market failures are present.

- Utilization of risk-oriented financial tools, such as appropriately scaled insurance, risk 
pooling, and access to financial resources during and after climate emergencies. 

It is important to recognize that, although Lebanon might be able to reduce its vulnerability to 
climate-related risks, it cannot avoid them entirely. Global GHG emissions will, inevitably, have 
adverse effects on Lebanon’s households, businesses, communities, and government. Hence, 
efforts to reduce the costs that these emissions impose on Lebanon should include elements 
that increase the ability of households, businesses, communities, and the government to 
respond to and recover from changes in climate. In other words, adaptive actions should focus 
not just on reducing vulnerability to climate-related risks but also on strengthening resilience to 
adverse events when they occur. 

Some argue that the unavoidable impacts of climate change will be so widespread and severe 
that strengthening resilience should be a top priority (Doppelt forthcoming). The imperative for 
strengthening resilience comes about, in part, from the experiences of communities that have 
responded to extreme weather events in ways that made things worse: increasing the number 
of people suffering prolonged traumatic stress, disabling public and private organizations, and 
increasing levels of discord and violence. Other communities, in contrast, have responded to 
stressful events by capitalizing on them as opportunities to reinforce inherent strengths. For 
example, they have set aside internal conflict and increased their dedication to respectful, 
cooperative processes for solving problems, climate-related and otherwise. 

The Second National Communication (MoE/UNDP/GEF, 2011) has identified potential adaptation 
efforts consistent with these general concepts and principles, but specific to Lebanon. These 
potential efforts generally aim to reduce the vulnerability of Lebanon’s capital resources to 
climate change and increasing their resilience, with a focus on these areas:



58

- Agricultural sector. Potential options include: increasing the water-use efficiency of 
irrigation systems; developing species and hybrids more tolerant of high temperatures and 
drought; changing the timing of planting, irrigation, and harvesting; adopting sustainable 
agricultural practices and integrated pest management techniques; developing rangeland-
management practices that recognize the effects of climate change; and providing 
farmers with better, timely information about pending extreme weather events.

- Electricity sector. Potential options include: improving the energy-use efficiency of 
buildings and transportation systems; and developing energy-supply systems that are less 
vulnerable to the disruptions of extreme weather events, higher average temperatures, 
and other aspects of climate change. 

- Water resources. Potential options include: reducing the likelihood that coastal freshwater 
aquifers will experience saltwater intrusion as sea level rises; increasing the water-
use efficiency of domestic, industrial, and agricultural sectors, developing watershed-
managed plans appropriate for expected changes in climate; investigating the feasibility 
of alternative sources of water supply; and improving the available information about 
Lebanon’s water resources and water systems.

- Coastal communities and ecosystems. Potential options include: developing and 
implementing plans for pulling human activities back from coastal areas that will be 
exposed to expected rises in sea level; creating coastal marine reserves to strengthen 
the ability of coastal habitats and species to adapt to changes in climate; reducing the 
stress on coastal resources from the emission of pollutants and other human activities; 
developing and implementing a strategy for protecting capital and people unlikely to 
move, e.g., essential transportation structures and highly urbanized areas; and providing 
coastal residents with better, timely information about pending extreme weather events.

- Forest resources. Potential options include: reducing fragmentation; protecting 
biodiversity; developing and implementing appropriate strategies for managing increased 
risk of fire, pest, and disease; and improving knowledge about and awareness of the 
ecosystem services derived from forests.

- Public health. Potential options include: improving knowledge about and awareness of 
the interactions between climate change and public health; strengthen systems for 
monitoring and responding to the effects of climate change on public health; encouraging 
development strategies that protect and promote health; and strengthen institutions 
responsible for preparing for and responding to the effects of climate change on public 
health.

- Tourism sector. Potential options include: developing better insurance and other short-
run tools for managing risks to tourism, such as disruptions from coastal storms or lack of 
snowfall at mountain resorts; developing appropriate long-run plans for managing risks, 
such as moving coastal tourism facilities away from potential storm surges and winter 
facilities to higher altitudes; reducing the stress on climate-sensitive natural resources 
important to tourism from e.g., erosion and urban sprawl; providing the tourism sector  
with better, timely information about pending extreme weather events.

- Human settlements and infrastructure.  Potential options include: facilitating 
the movement of existing structures and activities out of areas at high risk to climate-
related events, such as flooding; discouraging new development in such areas; developing 
and implementing changes in the design of communities and building appropriate for 
anticipated climate-related risks; and improving the ability of emergency-relief and other 
systems to anticipate and respond to climate-related disasters.
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All segments of Lebanon’s society and economy have roles to play in reducing vulnerability to 
climate change and strengthening resilience to changes that will occur. This report, however, 
does not address their respective responsibilities, leaving that task to other processes.
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Leila el Sayed   United Nations Development Programme – Ministry of Environment

Mary Awad   United Nations Development Programme – Ministry of Environment

Nabil Amacha  Lebanese University
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Perla Obeid   Ministry of Tourism

Rima Habib   American University of Beirut
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Annex II: Population, households, and temperature estimates 

This annex describes data, assumptions, and calculations to estimate the population, number 
of households, and effects of climate change on temperature.

1. Population

This analysis assumes these estimates, from Ministry of Environment (2015), accurately 
represent Lebanon’s population (millions) for 2007–2012:

2007 4.8 
2008 4.9
2009 5.0
2010 5.0
2011 5.1
2012 5.2

To estimate population for years following 2012, the analysis employs these projections of 
annual growth, from Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (2012), applied to the 
estimate for 2012:

2010-2015 3.04%
2015-2020 -0.71%
2020-2025 0.67%
2025-2030 0.50%
2030-2035 0.33%
2035-2040 0.18%
2040-2045 0.07%
2045-2080 -0.03%

This approach yields these estimates of future population (millions):

2020 5.5
2040 6.0
2080 5.9

2. Households

The Central Administration of Statistics (2015a) estimates that, on average, each household in 
Lebanon has 4.43 persons. This analysis assumes that this average household size will persist 
through 2080. Dividing the estimated population by the average household size yields these 
estimates of the number of households (millions) in future years:  

2020 1.3
2040 1.4
2080 1.4
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3. Temperature

This analysis assumes these increases, relative to 1880-1919, in average annual temperature in 
Lebanon from human-caused climate change:

 2010 0.85°C

This estimate represents the globally averaged combined land and ocean surface temperature 
data (IPCC 2013; p. 5). This analysis applies this estimate to nearby years, such as 2005, 2009, 
2011, and 2012.

 2020 1°C

This estimate comes from IPCC (2013; p. 18), which assumes the total, human-caused increase 
in average annual temperature will equal or exceed 1°C for Africa, Europe and Asia.  

 2040 2°C

This estimate reflects the assessment, from MoE/UNDP/GEF (2011; p. ix) that uses the lower 
bound from climate-change scenarios developed for Lebanon through application of the PRECIS 
model. The scenarios predict that, relative to the present climate, “by 2040 temperatures will 
increase from around 1°C on the coast to 2°C in the mainland....” 

 2080 5°C

This estimate assumes an additional increase, relative to 2020, of 4°C, which represents a rough 
approximation of the scenarios from the PRECIS model, which indicates that relative to the 
present climate, average annual temperatures in Lebanon will be 3.5°C to 5°C higher by 2090 
(MoE/UNDP/GEF 2011; p. ix).

Some elements of the analysis consider the effects of changes in temperature from 2010 and 
nearby years. The changes in temperature are:

2010–2020 0.15°C
2010–2040 1.15°C
2010–2080 4.15°C



69

Annex III: Economic costs that activities contributing to climate would impose on lebanon

This section turns attention away from the costs resulting from climate change to the parallel 
costs from activities that contribute to climate change, such as the combustion of fossil fuels. 
The calculations rely on currently available information to develop separate estimates of 
individual costs that would result as expected changes in climate:
1. Expose workers to hazardous substances.
2. Expose the public to hazardous substances.
3. Increase the risk of oil spills.

1. Costs from workers’ increased risk of death from exposure to hazardous substances 

Description

This analysis describes the costs that would materialize in the future as activities, such as 
importing fossil fuels for automobiles and burning fossil fuels to generate electricity, increase 
workers’ exposure to harmful pollutants. Workers’ exposure to harmful pollutants associated 
with the shipment, handling, storage, and combustion of fossil fuels can result in illness, disability, 
and death from asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and skin cancer. This analysis 
describes the economic costs associated with an increased risk of death.

By estimating the value of the increased risk of death for workers from occupational hazards, this 
analysis is not placing a monetary value on the lives of the individuals who may die prematurely. 
Instead, it reflects the overall risk to society. The cost estimates represent how much people 
throughout society are willing to pay for small reductions in their risk of dying, or, alternatively, 
how much compensation they would require to willingly accept an increase in risk. 

Studies have found that the willingness to pay for risk reductions generally is lower in poor 
countries than in rich countries not because poor people value life less but because their ability 
to pay is lower. This difference raises concerns that have prompted protracted debate about 
whether to choose a value from studies conducted in poor countries or from studies conducted 
in rich countries. Accordingly, the IPCC (2001: p. 483) has recognized that it might be appropriate 
to use an “equity-adjusted” average value across all countries of about USD 1,350,000 per 
potential death (adjusted to 2015 USD). 

Results

Table 23 shows the potential deaths and economic costs that might materialize if Lebanon were 
to extend current trends in activities that contribute to climate change and increase workers’ 
exposure to hazardous substances. These activities would cause about 83 premature deaths in 
2020, 160 in 2040, and 580 in 2080. The economic costs associated with these deaths would 
total about USD 110 million in 2020, USD 220 million in 2040, and USD 790 million in 2080. 
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Assumptions, data, and calculation

The calculation of the potential costs involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume that estimates of deaths in 2010 (60 additional deaths) and 2030 (115 
additional deaths) from occupational hazards and skin cancer associated with 
activities that contribute to climate change (DARA and Climate Vulnerability 
Forum, 2012) provide reasonable estimates of the levels of and average annual 
growth in workers’ risk of death, and that these findings apply for calculating costs 
in 2020, 2040, and 2080.

Step 2. Calculate the costs of workers’ increased risk of death. Apply the estimated 
average annual growth rate, 3% (DARA and Climate Vulnerability Forum, 2012), to 
the 60 estimated number of deaths in 2010. Results (additional deaths per year): 
83 in 2020, 160 in 2040, and 580 in 2080. Multiply times USD 1.4 million per death 
(2015 USD), the estimated economic cost per death (IPCC 2001). Table 23 shows 
the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 23. The costs would be 
three times larger if the analysis applied the value the OECD (2011) uses to evaluate mortality 
risk in rich countries as a whole, and six times larger if it applied the value the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (2015) uses to evaluate mortality risk in the U.S.

2. Costs from the public’s increased risk of death from exposure to hazardous substances

Description

This analysis describes the costs that would materialize in the future as activities, such as 
importing fossil fuels for automobiles and burning fossil fuels to generate electricity, increase 
the public’s exposure to harmful pollutants. Exposure to harmful pollutants, such as smoke from 
the combustion of fossil fuels, can result in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, tuberculosis, 
visual impairment, and cancer. This analysis describes the economic costs associated with an 
increased risk of death.

By estimating the value of the increased risk of death for people exposed to hazardous 
substances, this analysis is not placing a monetary value on the lives of the individuals who may 
die prematurely. Instead, it reflects the overall risk to society. The cost estimates represent how 

Year 2020 2040 2080
Additional potential deaths of workers from 
occupational hazards related to climate change in 
Lebanon

83 160 580

Costs of increased risk of death (millions) USD 110 USD 220 USD 790

Table 23: Potential deaths and costs in Lebanon associated with workers’ increased risk of death from exposure 
to hazardous substances associated with activities that contribute to climate change (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction. 
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Assumptions, data, and calculation

The calculation of the potential costs involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume that estimates of deaths from air pollution and indoor smoke for 2010 
(1,600 additional deaths) and 2030 (1,850 additional deaths) (DARA and Climate 
Vulnerability Forum 2012) provide reasonable estimates of the levels of and 
average annual growth in the public’s risk of death, and that these findings apply 
for calculating costs in 2020, 2040, and 2080.

Step 2. Calculate the costs of the public’s increased risk of death. Apply the estimated 
average annual growth rate, 1%, to the 1,600 estimated number of deaths in 2010. 
Multiply times USD 1.35 million per death (2015 USD), the estimated economic 
cost per death (IPCC 2001). Table 24 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 24. The costs would be 
three times larger if the analysis applied the value the OECD (2011) uses to evaluate mortality 
risk in rich countries as a whole, and six times larger if it applied the value the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (2015) uses to evaluate mortality risk in the U.S.

much people throughout society are willing to pay for small reductions in their risk of dying, or, 
alternatively, how much compensation they would require to willingly accept an increase in risk. 
Studies have found that the willingness to pay for risk reductions generally is lower in poor 
countries than in rich countries not because poor people value life less but because their ability 
to pay is lower. This difference raises concerns that have prompted protracted debate about 
whether to choose a value from studies conducted in poor countries or from studies conducted 
in rich countries. Accordingly, the IPCC (2001; p. 483) has recognized that it might be appropriate 
to use an “equity-adjusted” average value across all countries of about USD 1,350,000 per 
potential death (adjusted to 2015 USD). 

Results

Table 24 shows the potential deaths and economic costs that might materialize if Lebanon 
were to extend current trends in activities that contribute to climate change and increase the 
public’s exposure to hazardous substances. This exposure would cause about 1,700 premature 
deaths in 2020, 2,000 in 2040, and 2,700 in 2080. The economic costs associated with these 
deaths would total about USD 2,300 million in 2020, USD 2,700 million in 2040, and USD 3,600 
million in 2080.

Year 2020 2040 2080
Additional potential deaths from public exposure 
to hazardous substances in Lebanon 1,700 2,000 2,700

Costs of increased risk of death (millions) USD 2,300 USD 2,700 USD 3,600

Table 24: Potential economic costs from the public’s exposure to hazardous substances in Lebanon (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction. 
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Year 2020 2040 2080
Costs of additional oil spills in Lebanon (millions) USD 140 USD 530 USD 7,800

Table 25: Potential economic costs from the increased risk of oil spills in Lebanon (2015 USD)

Numbers reflect the rounding rules described in the Introduction. 

Assumptions, data, and calculation

The calculation of the potential costs involves these steps:

Step 1. Assume that costs reported for 2010 (USD 65 million) and 2030 (USD 250 million) 
by DARA and Climate Vulnerability Forum (2012) provide reasonable estimates of 
the levels of and average annual growth in oil-spill costs, and that these findings 
apply for calculating costs in 2020, 2040, and 2080.

Step 2. Calculate oil-spill costs. Apply the estimated average annual growth rate, 7%, to 
the estimated costs in 2010, USD 65 (2010 USD), and adjust to 2015 USD. Table 
25 shows the results.

Discussion

The actual costs might be higher or lower than those shown in Table 25. Costs would be higher, 
for example, if multiple spills damaged ecosystems so that services society derives from them 
become scarcer and more valuable. Costs could be lower if clean-up systems become more 
effective and efficient.

3. Costs from oil spills

Description

This analysis describes the costs that would materialize in the future as activities, such as 
importing fossil fuels for automobiles and the generation of electricity, increase the risk of 
oil spills. Oil-spill costs can materialize directly, through clean-up activities and as hazardous 
materials and clean-up activities damage the environment. Cost also can materialize indirectly, 
as the spill disrupts economic activities that otherwise would occur. 

Results

Table 25 shows the potential economic costs that might materialize if Lebanon were to extend 
current trends in activities that involve the risk of oil spills. These costs would total about USD 
140 million in 2020, USD 530 million in 2040, and USD 7,800 million in 2080. 
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Annex IV: Frequently asked questions

1.  What are Greenhouse Gases (GHGs)? 

Atmospheric gases that have a greenhouse effect on the global climate by impeding the planet’s 
ability to release back into space some of the heat it absorbs from the sun. Much of the concern 
about climate change focuses on human-caused emissions into the atmosphere of carbon 
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide (N2O).

2.  What percentage of global GHG emissions does Lebanon emit?

In 2011, Lebanon’s total emissions amounted to 24,652 Gg CO2eq., which constitutes only  
0.07% of global GHG emissions.  The most significant greenhouse gas emitted in Lebanon is 
carbon dioxide, primarily produced from the burning of fossil fuels. The main contributor to 
greenhouse gas emissions is the energy sector with 74% GHG emissions, followed by the waste 
sector (11%) and industrial processes (10%). 

3. What percentage of the global costs of climate change will Lebanon experience?

The analysis of the total costs to Lebanon assumes that its share of global costs from climate 
change would be about 0.06%, which is its share of both world population (World Bank, 2015b) 
and world GDP (World Bank, 2015a).

4. Why does the title of this report say it is “A First Look” at the potential costs climate change 
might impose on Lebanon? Haven’t other studies estimated climate-related costs for Lebanon? 

This report represents the first Lebanon-specific effort to describe the total costs climate change 
might impose on Lebanon and on different segments of the economy and society, as well as the 
potential reductions in costs if meaningful actions are taken to constrain global GHG emissions. 
Where appropriate, this report directly presents the results of previous studies. For example, 
to describe the costs associated with the effects of climate change on Lebanon’s agricultural 
sector, it relies directly on a study of (Haddad et al 2014). Most of the cost estimates in the 
report, however, represent a first-of-its-kind analysis. 

5. Did stakeholders have an opportunity to participate in the design of the research that 
underlies the report? Did they have an opportunity to review the analytical findings?

Yes. The individuals identified in Annex I participated in a stakeholders’ planning session to 
provide advice and other assistance during the development of the research design. Each 
individual also was invited to review a draft of the report. 

6. Does the analysis underlying this report rely solely on information from Lebanon?

Each element of the analysis relies on data specific to Lebanon, such as estimates of the country’s 
past and current levels of agricultural output and GDP, and projections of future population and 
climate-related increase in temperature. Where appropriate, the analysis integrates this Lebanon-
specific information with information from elsewhere. For example, it uses some regional data 
from the Middle East and North Africa, and it employs the findings from global studies that have 
estimated the annual costs of the damage from droughts, heat waves, etc. resulting from the 
emission of one tonne of CO2, and the effects of this damage on GDP growth. 
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